
 

 

 
 

Sepideh Gholian 
 

suffers from coronary heart disease, 
This civil and labor activist in the Bushehr prison has deteriorated due to 

coronary heart disease and her life is in danger. 
According to information, she was transferred to prison quarantine, despite 

a positive coronary artery test and  
stomach bleeding and will not be treated. 
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The closing resolution of the February 19 assembly 

While Bahman month (Iranian 11th month of the year) is about to finish 

and we enter the last month of the year in Iran, rulers in Iran for the whole 
year have not responded to demands raised by the employees in cultural 
and educational areas, as well as the pensioners. The cherished and honor-
able pensioners in various ways and for many years have pleaded that this 
level of salaries is not enough to make a basic living. They have contrib.-
uted all they had to educate and train the kids in this land, but nowadays 
instead of them being revered and have comfortable living, they are still 
challenged to provide a decent lifestyle for themselves.  

The regulation for standardization of salaries for pensioners has not been 
realized and no official has retorted and been recognized as accountable for it. It has also been cleared that the 
decree of job classification does not create any changes in the living of teachers. Not only the government does 
not want to provide for classification of 12.5 thousand Billion Toman(US$500.000,000,00) for this year, but the 
most recent official positions indicate that promise to do that is fake. The government not only does not care 
about pensioners and employees, but also has decided to plunder the ownership share of the educationalists in 
the security fund. 

The financial trust that was being looted under the influence of former government, has become a rent source for 
the new government, now. Nevertheless, coercion is not limited only to the area of cultural personnel. 
Nowadays, damaging policies of privatization and financialization have resulted in educational prejudice. 
Families of teachers, labors and all working people are not able to provide costs for educating their kids. More 
than any other time, education has become market oriented, and the poor is deprived of education.  

Deprivation of kids from school, provocation of children to work in streets and not recognition of free education 
for all kids in this land is partly a result of not observing the article 30 of the Iranian constitution. In such 
situation it is natural that the coordinating council comprised of trade centers and associations, encountering all 
kinds of coercions, do not remain silent. As the nature of teaching profession marks, teachers by defending their 
rights also contribute to accomplishment their of rights in the society. When teachers as enlightening individuals 
act on defending their civil rights and for that purpose protest, regrettably detention awaits them.  

Repressive persistence of imprisonment of Ismael Abdi, incarceration of Latif Rouzikhah that has caused him to get 
coronavirus. Condemning of Jaafar Ibrahimi to 4 years and 6 months jail and severe pressure on Shaban 
Muhammadi and continuity in incarceration of other teachers indicate perpetuity in exercising oppression and 
creating distressing atmosphere. The escalation of harassment has resulted in stopping the trade activists to meet 
with officials in the city of Marivan and the family of Shaaban Muhammadi. Also, social activists are forced to 
leave Kurdistan and Hamadan provinces.  

Undoubtedly, taking repressive actions indicates that the rulers are under pressure by the movement and they 
think that by scaring teachers they can rule longer. Not surprisingly, right after the educational activists were 
forced to leave Kurdistan, teachers were able to return to Marivan and visited families of the incarcerated 
teachers and declared solidarity and sent message to governor of Marivan that they will not be frightened and 
any kind of arrest and imprisonment will not stop their claims. Undoubtedly, the coordinating council has a 
strong pact with teachers.  

Here we call upon the regime: 

 1-      If the management law for governmental service activities and rights of pensioners is not acted on 

2-      If the decree of classification appropriate to appeals by majority of teaches in this year does not act on and 
the budget for the future is not illuminated and specified. 

3-      If the government and the parliament follow the looting program on teachers’ saving fund and do not 
admit ownership of the teachers on it. 
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4-      If job security for informal working people, compensation for amenities and service people does not 

materialize and reimbursement is not paid to pensioners 

5-      If money making policies linger, parents of students get robbed and student rights is not provided 

6-      If the imprisoned teachers are not released, expelled teachers are not called back to work, given verdicts 

against teachers are not annulled and confining of social activists linger,  

The Iranian coordinating council of trade cultural organizations will continue its protest widely and in diverse 

ways. We ask of all centers of power to not avoid the teacher movement and respond to the demands raised by 

employees and retired teachers. 

The Iranian Coordinating Council of Trade Cultural Organizations 

February 19, 2022  

 

 

Workers' Union of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company 

 
The municipality cannot silence the rightful voice of the 

protesting drivers and workers in Bus Company by 
managing the Company such as barracks 

 

Following the increase in protests by workers of 

Bus Company, holding a rally in front of Tehran 
Municipality, turning on the lights of buses during 
the day as a symbolic act of protest and reducing the 
speed of buses down to 30 km/hr, which were called 
by the Syndicate of Bus Company workers, and 
prepared by Tehran Municipality and the bus 
company, a large number of union activists were 
summoned to be present at the Evin Security Court 
and the security police with the intentions of creating 
pressure and intimidation of workers. Following 
these pressures, more workers have been summoned 
to the Labor Disciplinary Committee in recent days to 
be questioned about attending a "rally in front of the 
municipality" and "turning on the bus lights during 
the day." 
Instead of addressing the workers' protests and reviewing the job classification plan and paying other overdue 
workers' wages and returning to work of five fired syndicate workers, which has been one of the workers’ 
demands, Tehran Municipality and Bus Company have focused on all kinds of pressure, intimidation and 
repression of workers' protests and want to run the bus company by barracks method. 
The workers' syndicate of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, while condemning the pressure and intimidation on 
the workers, addresses the mayor of Tehran, the members of the city council and the management of Bus Company 
and states that based on the experience, you could not silence the rightful voices of drivers and workers of Bus 
Company and the protests will continue until all demands are met. 
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The life of a female political prisoner is endangered in prison 
 

The health of Maryam Akbari Monfared, a political prisoner who 

has been imprisoned since 13 years ago, is in danger due to 

suffering from fatty liver disease. This political prisoner, who has 

not had a single day leave, was suddenly deported from Evin 

Prison to Semnan Prison last year. Because the officials of Semnan 

Prison do not pay attention to the health condition of this political 

prisoner and the prison food aggravates her illness, she had to eat 

bread and cheese during the last year. Maryam Akbari Monfared was 

arrested in Tehran in December 2009 during the nationwide 

protests that year and sentenced to 15 years in prison. 

 

 

 

Gathering of Kaveh Glass Industrial Group’ redundant 
workers in protest against two years of uncertainty over 

their early retirement as the Social Security Department 
rejected their claims for hardship allowance 

On Sunday 20th of February 

2022, the redundant workers of 
Kaveh Glass Industrial Group 
gathered in front of Social Security 
Department in city of Saveh in 
protest against two years of 
uncertainty over their early 
retirement as the department 
rejected their claims for hardship 
allowance. 
The  workers expressed to the  
media journalist: “It has been 
more than two years now that we 
have been made redundant after 
working for more than 20 years;  
our demands are the approvals of 
our early retirement and the confirmation of our work as working in difficult condition. The employer has 
apparently agreed to pay an extra 4% for hardship allowance, but the Social Security is reluctant to acknowledge 
the difficulty of our work.” 
“After years of hard work, we expect to have a full retirement pension, which is our inalienable right by law.” 
the workers said. 
One of protesting workers also said: “In  the last two years, we have referred to all the relevant institutions and 

authorities,  but we have not reached anywhere yet. The difficulty of our work has not yet been confirmed. We 

request Saveh Social Security Department to address this case as soon as possible. Without a pension, our 

families are facing difficulties to survive.” 

Based on the media report, these  workers are about 30 people who have not yet been able to retire after  being 

made redundant and are struggling in the overly bureaucratic process of their case. 
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Joint call of dozens of independent retirees to 

gather on Sunday, Feb 27th, 2022 
 

Until we are deprived and under pressure, we will continue protesting! 
 

We are approaching the last days of the year, but for us retirees and pensioners; livelihood, living and meeting 
the most essential necessities of life are still a painful concern.  
The growing suffering and deprivation caused by decades of destructive and anti-labor policies of our ruling 
governments has drawn retirees to the streets on Sundays since July 2020. At the same time, with unity and 
solidarity, we succeeded in gaining a relative part of our violated rights. But with inflation of 45 percent in the 
price of goods and services and an increase of more than 65 percent in the price of food, a more severe poverty 
line was imposed on us again.  
All of us retirees and social security pensioners, of which 700,000 of us are not even the minimum wage earners, 
like other working-class people, with wages several times below the poverty line, are living a hellish day: 

• The costs of health care are back-breaking and despite extravagant premiums, insurance coverage situation 

is very poor and miserable. 

• The real and complete assimilation of our payments is still in the air due to the looting of funds by the 

government and the failure to enforce the law to recover our looted capital. 

• The amount of traditional “New Year Gift Payment”, which by the law must be equal to at least two 

months’ salary, is also announced in a lower amount, which does not even cover the costs of a few 

essential and basic items for the family, and with this process of discrimination, they have taken our 

respectful social status into play.  

After months of repeated rallies and legitimate demands, you, the prosperous and painless guardians of that 
"luxury" life, still impose plans and decisions not only on us, but also on most of the society, which are only 
austerity and strong poverty. You have deliberately turned a blind eye, and nothing has changed for us. But we, 
the retirees, will not continue to be burdened by these imposed conditions, and we will continue our nationwide 
street rallies on "Sundays" of protest, united and more widespread, and we will always believe that: “only on the 
street grounds, our rights will be realized!” (a popular chant in every workers’ strikes and rallies in Iran) 
Our venue:  
Sunday, Feb 27th, 2022,  
at 10:30 AM   
Tehran: in front of the city council, other cities: in front of the Departments of Social Security 
Signatories:  
1- Tehran Workers and Retirees  

2- Markazi Province Retirees  

3- South Khorasan Province Retirees  

4- Social Security Retirees Discussion Committee  

5- Karaj Social Security Retirees 

6- Gilan Province Retirees  

7- Mazandaran Province Retirees  

8- Iranian National Retirees Union  

9- Retirees of Alborz province  

10- Retirees of Ardabil province  

11- Retirees of Isfahan province  

12- Social security retirees of Qazvin province  

13- Independent retirees group of Tehran  

14- Retirees of Lorestan province  

15- Retirees unity group  

16- Retirees of East Azerbaijan province  

17- Retirees of West Azerbaijan province  

18- Retirees of Kermanshah province  

19- Intellectual retirees 

20- Retirees Council of Iran  

21- Retirees of Khuzestan Province  

22- Retirees of Kerman Province  

23- Retirees of Yazd Province  

24- 10th of March Group of Teachers and Workers  

25- Retirees of Ilam Province  

26- Retirees of Fars Province  

27- Alborz Social Security Retirees (Beta)  

28- Independent and demanding retirees of 

Kermanshah Province  

29- Guilan Independent Workers Retirees’ Guild  

30- Avant-garde Veterans of Hormozgan 

We will not keep calm, until we get our rights! (a popular chant in workers rallies and protests in Iran) 
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The gathering of nurses in Zanjan Province protesting the lack 
of change in their employment situation from contractual to 
permanent, their salaries and the merit pay! 
 

The nurses of this province gathered in front of the 

Provincial Offices with the slogan “we are healthcare 
workers and tired of empty promises.” This gathering was 
done simultaneously with the gathering of the healthcare 
nurses and personnel in front of the office of the Health 
Ministry in the city of Zanjan. Their main demand was the 
establishment of the extra pay with a factor of at least 3, 
which was passed by Majles(parliament). The protestors say that 
after seven years of the passage of this law, it is not being executed. Change of the situation of the contract, 
company, and project personnel and the removal of the taxation or at least some sort of tax exemption are the 
other part of their demands. On Monday, February 22, 2022, the nurses of Zanjan Province along with the 
nurses and healthcare personnel of Tehran gathered in front of the Provincial Offices demanding the change of 
their situation, change of their contracts, the payment of the merit pay and special extra pay, as well as the 
payment for their work apparel. 
 

 

Protest gathering of Bandar Abbas bakers in front of Hormozgan 
Provincial Offices regarding the price of bread 

 

On Wednesday, February 24, a group of Bandar Abbas 

bakers gathered in protest to the price of bread. 
One of the bakers presents told a media reporter that over the 
past five years the cost of labor, plastics, yeasts, and 
equipment have increased fivefold, but the price of bread has 
remained the same. He said that with these prices it is not 
possible to continue and so far, some bakeries have closed 
down. 

 

 
 

Protest gathering of Sargachineh Tribes in front of the 
Provincial Offices of Kohkilouyeh & Boyer Ahmad, 
regarding the transfer of their lands to an individual!  
 

On Wednesday, February 24, Sargachineh Tribes 

gathered in protest saying that the Sargachineh is a 
special enclosure belonging to us, who have lived and 
raised cattle as well as doing agricultural work since 
1941. They added: our lands secretly, and without any 
permission from us, were transferred to an individual. 
They continued that there are about 2,000 people who 
have agricultural master degrees, cattle raising degrees 
and higher education who don’t have any jobs and can 
find work and employment on these lands. If the Bureau of Natural Resources wanted to transfer these lands, 
why they didn’t give them to children of this region. These tribes, while complaining about the transfer of lands 
to a rich and profit-monger individual, continued that they demand that these lands must be given to the 
people of the region. They concluded by saying that ignoring this issue could create tensions and more 
problems in this tribal region. 



 

 

 

Page 7                                                          No 156                                 16-28 February 2022 
 

Women Message on 8th of March 2022–on the occasion of     
International Women Day! 

 
The socio-economic situation of women in Iran is catastrophic, under the capitalist Islamic Republic 

 

The Islamic Republic by institutionalizing anti-women Sharia-Islamic laws, imposing capitalist gender discrimination 

against women including, such as, abortion, forced Hijab, polygamy, child brides, women’s travel restriction, second 
class citizens, second sex status, returning of women to corner of their home(kitchen), depriving them of employment,  
and certain occupations like judging, or Hijab’s law, economically dependent on men, sports restriction, stopping women 
entering sports stadiums, restrictions on performing, singing and music, restrictions on choosing certain university 
courses, inheritance, unable to be custodians, witness (two women equal to one man), different kinds of socio-cultural 
discriminations, increased violence and repression against them, institutionalization of men’s control over women’s lives, 
and patriarchy has created increasing inequality in women’s lives in Iran. 
 
The consequences of such laws for Iranian women have been stoning, spraying acid, and all kinds of injuries, honor 
killings, suicide, and legal murder of women. Working women have been at the forefront of unemployment due to the 
crisis of capitalism and Covid-19. The unemployed women who don’t receive any government’ protection, are exposed to 
a variety of social harms, like drug addiction and prostitution. The working women are also paid less than their men co-
workers under the same conditions and the severity of exploitation is greater on them. 
 
Women were among the first social groups who came to the streets and reacted to the imposed reactionary religious laws 
of the capitalist Islamic regime in Iran. After this, Women’s resistance, and struggle in various forms against the capitalist 
Islamic government over the four decades, has been a golden leaf in the history of the women’s movement. Women have 
protested and struggled against their unequal conditions and situations daily; Women’ protests have been in the forefront 
of the uprisings of 2017 and 2019, with the significant mass uprisings of the Ahwaz’ people, Baluchistan, and Isfahan, in 
which they have demonstrated the strong potential of their struggles.  
The protests of militant women and freedom fighters against all kinds of inequality at work, education, factory, in school 
and university, and on the streets in the struggle against tyranny and exploitation, which are increasing every day and 
their colorful and active presence in social movements of workers, teachers, retirees and in defense of political and social 
freedom is admirable. It is no coincidence, that a large proportion of political and civil prisoners in Iran are women 
activists. 
 
The policy of global capitalism over past few decades has attacked ruthlessly the historical social achievements of 
mankind, and women have been at the forefront of such attacks. The reliance of the world capitalism on Islamic reaction 
in Middle – East, and the existence of the Islamic government in Iran, Afghanistan, Iraq and Turkey, have been the 
consequence of world capitalist policy towards securing the interests of capital. 
 
Women’s potential in the Middle – East has shown that if it organizes, they can form an actual social force that can play a 

decisive role in the anti-capitalist movement and push back the ruling policies. Women’s struggle, if organized, can 

become a powerful movement, that could play a decisive role in the struggle of the working class against capitalism, for 

achievement of the human goals of society, and in the first place the emancipation of women. 

 

 

Women committee of  

Solidarity committees with Iranian workers movement – abroad! 

 

March 2022 

 

nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com 

 

https://t.me/nahadhayehambastegi 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nhkommittehamahangi@gmail.com
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Strike by the Railways hostesses in Tehran protesting their firing from their jobs! 

In the evening of Wednesday, February 24, a group of Tehran Railways hostesses 

stopped working for a few hours in protest to their work permits not being 
approved. As a result, some trains had a delay of one hour in their schedule. 
According to some news circulating recently, the Railways Company has reduced 
the price of five-star trains, full-service luxury trains, by orders of the higher ups 
in the company. This news, after the heavy losses by the railways transportation 
companies in the past two years because of the Covid-19 pandemic, and in the 
condition of a 40% inflation rate, will lead to closing of these companies and the 
reduction of the employment in these companies as well as the lowering of the 
quality of services.  
Concurrency of this news with the order of the new CEO of the Railways 
Company about refraining to hire the hostesses in the passenger trains has caused 
a lot of anxiety among the hostesses and other personnel employed in the passenger trains. 
The protesting hostesses were saying that the Railways management instead of helping the people employed in this industry who 
have been facing a lot of problems during the pandemic, are making the conditions for these people harder by their unwise 
decisions. According to this report the decisions made by the CEO, who does not have the executive past track and scientific 
expertise in railways field will cause a wave of workers crisis in this industry. 
 

 

Protest gathering of the retired workers of                                                                                               
Isfahan steel industry regarding their wages and lack of                                                      

standardization in front of the Steel Retirees Fund’s building! 
 

     On Sunday, February 20, a group of the retired workers of steel        

industry in Isfahan in continuation of their widespread protests to     

their low levels of their wages, lack of standardization, delay in 

payment of what they are owed and problems with their health 

insurance, gathered in front of the building of the Steel Retirees 

Fund in this big city. 

 

 

 
Protest by the steel retirees regarding                                                                                 

the method of standardization! 
 

These retirees protested the method of standardization and discrimination among the retirees. According to the reports in the 

media they demand improvement in their pensions which have not been increased, as they were increased in other funds. These 
retirees say that in other funds the pensions were increased 100% after the 
standardization, while in the retirees’ fund of the steel industry, this 
increase will be 70% only. According to these retirees, their insurance 
coverage in the years before the retirement were 30%, but increase in their 
pensions has not been based on the insurance coverage. 
They added that the standardization of the retiree’s pensions was done on 
the basis of the resolutions by the Board of Trustees, but the Welfare 
Ministry has discriminated among the retirees in practice. They say the 
increase in their case is one million Toman (US$40.00) less than the civil 
retirees. They also protest about the payment of the healthcare costs they 
receive. They say these costs were paid not fully and with delays in the past 
five years. 


