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     Why such a special bulletin?                       Solidarity forever 

     
- The growth and expansion of the struggles of workers                                     
and.teachers and the nationalization of other social                      

    movements on the one hand and the brutal             Solidarity forever                 By: Pete Seeger       
suppression of these movements on the other hand        Solidarity forever  

are the factors that responsible global organizations        Solidarity forever  

have with practical actions and progressive and declared            F or the union makes us strong                               

their support and solidarity suppression of these move-.      

ments on the other hand are the factors that statements.     When the union's inspiration through the workers' blood       

They have reacted to with these movements.      There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun 

- Working class is a global class. A group with                        Yet what force on earth is weaker than the feeble strength of one                                                     

common interests in anti-human authoritarian,.      But the union makes us strong   
colonial and exploitative systems. Therefore, it is       
 not without reason that if he is oppressed, exploited and              Solidarity forever 

suppressed in Iran or him.              Solidarity forever                            

- Publishing a collection of these solidarity shows to the        Solidarity forever 

working class of Iran and other militant groups,                           For the union makes us strong                    

especially to the prisoners of this movement, that they                                                                                       

are not alone, the progressive world is with them.              it is we who plowed the prairies, built the cities where they trade                            

-  This type of declaration of solidarity can become               Dug the mines and built the workshops, endless miles of railroad  

          an example for other forces in different countries and             Now we stand outcast and starving midst the wonders we have made                                                                                encourage them to stand up for their support.                                                            an              

.   encourage them to stand up for their support.               But the union makes us strong                                                                                                                        

- This action is also a form of gratitude and thanks for                            

the responsibility of all the forces whose statements  .           Solidarity forever                    

These are included in this collection.                        Solidarity forever                                        

- This collection will also be recorded in history as a        Solidarity forever           

document of the honours of the world class of workers.        For the union makes us strong         
          These are the main motivations and reasons the publishing        

For such a collection. .        They have taken untold millions that they never toiled to earn                                                                                            

It is necessary to explain that the part of this collection         But without our brain and muscle not a single wheel can turn  

which is attached is not a continuation of solidarity,             We can break their haughty power; gain our freedom when we learn 

 but rather objective and detailed  reports of the struggle         That the union makes us strong                   
of workers and teachers and the repressions of the regime         

by labor organizations or teachers inside Iran or  abroad.  Solidarity forever                                                                                                                                                                 

We have added this sections for the reason that, in addi-  Solidarity forever                                                                                                      

tion to republishing these news and reports, we show that  Solidarity forever                                                                                 

the above global support and solidarity are on such facts in  For the union makes us strong                                                        

based order to document the publication of the above i                           

August 1,2022 - Mordad 10, 1401        In our hands is placed a power greater than their hoarded gold              

Greater than the might of atoms, magnified a thousand fold 

   Long live the global solidarity of workers  We can bring to birth a new world from the ashes of the old              tems based on them.                  Greater than the mig                         

Long live freedom and socialism                                For the union makes us strong  

 

AWNI Editorial Board                Solidarity forever                                     

August 15, 2022 - Mordad 15, 1401             Solidarity forever     

                                                             Solidarity forever    

                                 For the union makes us strong    
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More than 130 trade unions from 40 countries                                                         

sent letters of protest to the authorities in the last week 
12 Aug. 2022 

According to the report received from the International Federation of Transport Workers to the Workers' Union of Vaheh Company, 

"During the last week, trade unions members of the International Federation of Transport Workers from every corner of the world have 

shown their support to the labor activists imprisoned in Iran and the trade unions that They are fighting for freedom, they announced. We 

declare with one voice that we will never stand aside in the face of oppression against union activists anywhere in the world. 

 

More than 130 labor unions from 40 different countries around the world have sent letters of protest to the leader of Iran, as well as to the 

judiciary and Iran's permanent representation in the United Nations. Workers around the world have closely witnessed the situation in Iran 

during the week. will be forthcoming, and we demand the immediate release of all imprisoned union activists." 

 

The Workers' Union of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Unit Company expresses its sincere appreciation and gratitude for the support 

provided by the World Federation of Transport Workers and our colleagues in the unions of the transport sector and other labor sectors in 

all countries of the world, and will subsequently provide more supplementary statements in this regard. Gave. 

 

The solution of the workers is:    unity and organizations 

Workers union of Tehran and suburbs bus unit 

 

The latest statements supporting the struggle of                                     

workers and teachers in Iran   
8. Aug. 2022 

nternational Federation of Transport Workers: We will never stand aside against the repression of trade union activists 

National Union of Indian Seafarers: Free all union activists imprisoned in Iran 

Spanish labor commissions: What is the crime of teachers and labor activists imprisoned in Iran? The imprisoned labor activists must be 

released immediately 

Canadian Union of Public Service Workers: Respect workers' rights! Free the imprisoned teachers and labor activists 

Stephen Cotton, General Secretary of the International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF), and Paddy Crumlin, Chairman of the ITF 

Board and National Secretary of the Australian Maritime Union, said in a joint statement to transport workers around the world: "Time 

and again we have demonstrated the power of global solidarity in our movement. Indeed, this is why the International Transport Workers' 

Federation was created. But these are the moments that emphasize the urgent need for that solidarity more than anything else. We will 

never stand aside against the repression of labor union activists..... 

 

Our brothers Reza Shahabi and Hassan Saeedi, both members of the workers' union of the Tehran and Aboard bus unit, which is a 

member of the International Federation of Transport Workers from Iran, were arrested in May on trumped-up charges and went on a 

hunger strike in protest. . These two are among the many union activists who have been jailed in recent months; According to reports, 

more than 230 people were arrested during this period. 

 

The International Federation of Transport Workers has also started a global campaign at the same time as the Twitter 

storm of August 11, and has announced that member organizations of the International Federation of Transport 

Workers around the world want the release of imprisoned trade union leaders in Iran. Following the recent statement 

of the International Federation of Transport Workers, fellow workers of the United Company Workers' Union in 

different countries of the world have sent letters and statements of protest to the authorities, which according to 

reports, including the National Union of Seafarers of India (NUSI), which Among the members of the leadership of ATF, it has 

announced that it has demanded the release of imprisoned labor union activists in Iran, including Reza Shahabi and Hassan Saeedi. 

 

The largest labor federation in Spain, the labor commissions, also announced that the      

imprisoned labor activists should be released immediately and announced in the storm of 

Tobiteri that "what is the crime of teachers and labor activists imprisoned in Iran, and the 

Iranian government should give all workers the right to organize and the freedom to 

organize." including in its affairs and education and public and public services. The 

Canadian Public Service Workers Union, Canada's largest labor union, as well as the 

largest branch of this union in Ontario, announced that the Iranian government must 

respect the rights of workers and all labor activists and release a imprisoned teacher. 

According to the news published in the social media of the Coordinating Council of 

Unions of Cultural Organizations of Iran, International Education and teachers' unions in different countries as well. 
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At the same time as the Twitter storm on August 11, they demanded the release of detained teachers and labor union activists. This 

Twitter storm with the hashtag teacher-prisoner-prisoner-prisoner should be freed was widely welcomed by supporters of workers and 

teachers and once again.  

the importance and urgency of unity, solidarity and companionship of different sections of the working class for the release of all 

imprisoned workers and teachers and to achieve the demands of the organizations It showed the independence of trade unions and workers 

more than before. 

The Tehran and Suburbs Bus Unit Workers' Union sincerely appreciates all the organizers and supporters of this campaign, and 

specifically the Coordinating Council of Trade Unions of Iranian Culture Workers, labor and teacher activists, civil activists, international 

labor organizations and the members of the unit workers' union. And we say to all these loved ones, don't be tired. 

 These reports will be updated later. 

 

Molem_Zindani_Prisoner_worker_must_be_freed 

 

Republished from the workers' union of the unit company 

August 8/1401 

 

Free all jailed trade union activists                                                       

in Iran                                                                 
02.08 2022              2.8.2022 
ITF affiliates around the world are calling for the release of jailed trade union leaders in Iran - you can help by getting your union to send 

a letter here:                 https://actionnetwork.org/.../free-all-jailed-trade-

union...                                                                                         Freedom_for_Trade_  Unionists_in_Iran  Solidarity 1u   

In Iran, the health of two leading trade unionists from Tehran is 

rapidly deteriorating after leading hunger strikes to protest their 

detention. 

Brothers Reza Shahabi and Hasan Saeedi, both members of Iranian 

ITF-affiliate the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company Workers' Union, 

were arrested in May under spurious charges, and have been on 

hunger strike in protest. The two are amongst many other union 

activists who have been imprisoned in recent months, with one Iranian human rights organisation reporting more than 230 arrests. 

This brutal crackdown on trade unionists comes amid protests which have seen at least five people killed by security forces. 

Trade Unions in Iran are pleading for international solidarity for their jailed comrades, and I hope you will join me in giving them all the 

support we can. 

 
 

A letter from Unifor 
July 15, 2022  

Sent by email: info_Ieader@leader.ir  

contact@leader.ir  

media@rouhani.ir  

infohumanrights@iran.ir  

 

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei       

Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

  

Ebrahim Raisi  

President of the Islamic Republic of Iran  

 

Dear Sirs: 

On behalf of Unifor, Canada’s largest private sector Union representing over 315,000 members, we write to express our deepest concern, 

condemn your government detentions and mistreatment of union activities including Reza Shahabi, Hassan Saidi, Jafar Ebrahimi, Anisha 

Asadollahi, Rasul Badaghi, Mohammad Habibi, Hassan Saidi, Iskander Lotfi, Shaban Mohammadi, Keyvan Mehtadi and Masoud 

Nikkhah.  

 

https://actionnetwork.org/letters/free-all-jailed-trade-union-activists-in-iran?source=twitter
https://actionnetwork.org/letters/free-all-jailed-trade-union-activists-in-iran?source=twitter
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/freedom_for_trade_unionists_in_iran?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX_MCnchMXw0N86gGLbFeJ4JLma-6aviTUJuk0NHJOfcNlutX0D76d4yUFjlaSr9LjpuqOjw4wMzJeG4fvrEtnsQRo4e0xhwDxFjedMojju8xKGxfoI0zzgv2F_VOXQr3B1fNWTfWzJBcR9zV0c8C76wNw-QRHupfB1O4PodV2wMk8TOT08KbAdN0rT5BcHIJltoUNMjLcAok7-Nn_DXkVW&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/solidarity?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX_MCnchMXw0N86gGLbFeJ4JLma-6aviTUJuk0NHJOfcNlutX0D76d4yUFjlaSr9LjpuqOjw4wMzJeG4fvrEtnsQRo4e0xhwDxFjedMojju8xKGxfoI0zzgv2F_VOXQr3B1fNWTfWzJBcR9zV0c8C76wNw-QRHupfB1O4PodV2wMk8TOT08KbAdN0rT5BcHIJltoUNMjLcAok7-Nn_DXkVW&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/1u?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX_MCnchMXw0N86gGLbFeJ4JLma-6aviTUJuk0NHJOfcNlutX0D76d4yUFjlaSr9LjpuqOjw4wMzJeG4fvrEtnsQRo4e0xhwDxFjedMojju8xKGxfoI0zzgv2F_VOXQr3B1fNWTfWzJBcR9zV0c8C76wNw-QRHupfB1O4PodV2wMk8TOT08KbAdN0rT5BcHIJltoUNMjLcAok7-Nn_DXkVW&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.rferl.org/a/unions-iran-warn-deteriorating-health-jailed-activists/31928476.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/unions-iran-warn-deteriorating-health-jailed-activists/31928476.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/unions-iran-warn-deteriorating-health-jailed-activists/31928476.html
https://kayhanlife.com/news/kayhan/iran-has-arrested-230-teachers-and-union-activists-since-april-report-says/
https://kayhanlife.com/news/kayhan/iran-has-arrested-230-teachers-and-union-activists-since-april-report-says/
mailto:infohumanrights@iran.ir
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These Trade union activists are imprisoned in Evin prison without 

visitation rights and have been subjected to non-stop interrogations for the 

past two months. The continued detention and mistreatment of them is a 

clear violation of all international labor standards, human rights and ILO 

conventions, including the right to organize and freedom of association 

and expression.  

On July 07, 2022 Reza Shahabi, a member of the Executive Board of the 

Workers' Union of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Unit Company, passed 

the 25th day of his hunger strike. It is our understanding that despite the 

fact that Shahabi is on a hunger strike and is in critical condition, Iranian 

government authorities continue to interrogate him and keep him in 

solitary confinement. Hassan Saidi, one of the members and the well-

known organizer of the same union is also on his 26th day of their hunger 

strike today, July 15, and both union activists lives are in danger as results 

of forced interrogations. /2  

Our Union recognizes that many workers around the world are struggling 

with poverty, discrimination, violence and oppression. We are all aware 

of the increased attacks on human rights defenders and labour activists fighting for workers’ rights and social justice in many countries. 

In particular, the relentless attacks on Iranian trade unionists working under very difficult and in some cases life threatening conditions, 

imposed by the Iranian authority that completely disregard human and workers’ rights in Iran. It is apparent that they are targets of 

systemic harassment and intimidation by the judiciary and intelligence forces. 

It is our hope that the Iranian government will immediately put an end to targeting labour activists and demonstrators seeking freedom 

and equality. The workers have the right to enjoy decent working conditions, freedom of association and fair collective bargaining 

without any harassment, intimidation, threat and violence.  

We join many international global unions such as the Confederation of Spanish Trade Unionsas IndustriALL, UNI, ITF and many others 

in condemning targeting and mistreatment of the Iranian trade unionists and human rights defenders and stand in solidarity with the 

labour movement in Iran.  

 

Sincerely, 

LANA PAYNE  
National Secretary Treasurer  
c.c. Mohamad Alsadi                
LP/MA/kvcope343 

 

The lives of Iranian Syndicalists  

Reza Shahabi and Hassan are in danger! 
                                            

In spite of the questioning the ILO and the Iranian authorities by various international organizations for several weeks, many trade-

unionists and teachers are still imprisoned and prosecuted.  

Reza Shahabi, a member of Tehran Bus Workers syndicate (Wahed) has been on hunger strike since Monday, June 13. His life is now in 

danger. Hassan Saeedi, another activist from the Wahed Syndicate, has also been on a hunger strike for more than two weeks. 

Their families have not been allowed to visit them. And when their wives and children protested why, prison officials said the judge had 

deprived Reza Shahabi and Hassan Saeedi of the right to receive calls or have visitors. 

The same goes for other imprisoned trade unionists and teachers like, Mr. Keyvan Mohtadi, Ms. Anisha Asadollahi, Ms. Reyhaneh 

Ansari Nejsd, Mr. Rasoul Bodaghi, Mr. Jafar Ebrahimi and Mr. Mohammad Habibi. 

Communication with their families and receiving visits in prison is an established right. It  is inadmissible that the Iranian authorities do 

not respect it!                                                                                                                                                      

As the Wahed Syndicate explains: “It is by no means illegal to have trade union activity, especially since Iran is a member of the 

International Labour Organization (ILO)”. 

Several Wahed representatives have already come to Europe at the invitation of French trade unions.  

In the company of representatives of several European and International trade-unions, a delegation of Iranian Syndicaliats, including 

Reza Shahabi, even officially met in Geneva with officials from the International Labour Organization in June 2018. 

We call on all organizations and individuals defending workers' rights and Human rights to protest once again to the Iranian authorities, 

demanding the immediate release of the imprisoned Syndicalists and the dropping the charges against them. 

Paris, July 5, 2022 
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Confédération française démocratique du travail (CFDT)  

Confédération générale du travail (CGT) 

Fédération syndicale unitaire (FSU) 

Union syndicale Solidaires 

Union nationale des syndicats autonomes (UNSA)  

 
Dear Reza Shahabi, dear Hassan Saeedi, 

The French trade unions CFDT, CGT, FSU, Solidaires and UNSA of trade union collective are following with great concern the 

evolution of your conditions of detention, and in particular the inhuman prison conditions to which you are subjected. The worsening 

of your health conditions after days of hunger strike is of serious concern to us.   

The physical integrity of each of you is a prerequisite for the continuation of your 

struggles for the just demands of workers in Iran. Your hunger  

Strikes have been addressed to the international community, and we are worry 

about your health. 

Reza and Hassan, Iranian workers need you! 

 

For these reasons, our trade union organizations support the position of the 

Wahed Syndicate that it is now urgently to suspend your hunger strikes. 

Therefore the best way for you to continue to participate in the fight for 

fundamental Workers’ rights. Whatever your decisions, we will of course 

continue to demand your release as well as access to the medical care you need. 

 

Our most supportive greetings, 

Paris, July 11, 2022 

French Democratic Confederation of Labor (CFDT) 

General Confederation of Labor (CGT) 

United Federation of Trade Unions (FSU) 

Solidarity trade union 

National Union of Autonomous Trade Unions (UNSA) 

 

The protest of Spanish labor unions                                                       

.       against the suppression of workers                 

and teachers in Iran 
July 10, 2022 

The Confederation of Spanish Trade Unions: In a detailed statement published on the 17th of July, it condemned the suppression 

and arrest of union activists and teachers in Iran and considered it a clear violation of international labor standards. 

According to the workers' union of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, this statement states: 

Iran: Suppression and arrest of union activists and teachers is a clear violation of international labor standards. 

Confederation of Spanish Trade Unions, "Workers' Commissions" through several letters addressed to the Iranian authorities, and 

with the coordination of the international labor movement, at the request of the families of Reza Shahabi, Hassan Saeedi, Jafar 

Ebrahimi, Anisha Asadollahi, Rasul Badaghi, Mohammad Habibi, Hassan Saeedi, Iskander Lotfi, Shaban Mohammadi, Keyvan 

Mehtadi and Masoud Nikkhah have condemned thsituation of these union activists. 

Trade union activists are imprisoned in Evin prison without visitation rights. These union activists have been subjected to non-

stop interrogations for the past two months. The continued detention and mistreatment of them is a clear violation of all 

international labor standards, human rights and the conventions of the International Labor Organization, including the right to 

organize and freedom of association and expression. 

On July 16, 1401, Reza Shahabi, a member of the Board of Directors of the Workers' Union of the Tehran and Suburbs Bus Unit 

Company (Unit Union) passed the 25th day of his hunger strike. Despite the fact that Shahabi is on a hunger strike and in critical 

condition, Iranian government authorities continue to interrogate him and keep him in solitary confinement. Hassan Saeedi, one 

of the well-known members and organizers of this syndicate, is on the 17th day of his food strike today, July 17, and is under 

increasing pressure due to the forced interrogations he is protesting against. The lives of Reza Shahabi and Hassan Saidi are in 

danger. 

The families of trade union and labor activists Jafar Ebrahimi, Anisha Asadollahi, Rasul Badaghi, Mohammad Habibi, Hassan 

Saeedi, Reza Shahabi, Iskander Lotfi, Shaban Mohammadi, Kivan Mehtadi, Masoud Nikkhah, in a joint letter, condemned the  

 

 

 

A letter to Reza Shahabi, and Hassan Saeedi  
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security forces' raid on the houses of these activists in May 1401. . During this time, many teachers and trade union activists were 

arrested, including those who are currently detained in Evin prison. 

 Immediately after these arrests, various radio and television networks of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in cooperation with 

information institutions, started slandering and accusing them. The relatives of the detainees have demanded an immediate end to 

the criminalization and false accusations against their loved ones and an end to the incessant, insulting and threatening 

interrogations by the authorities. They say that threatening and insulting prison officers and interrogators in dealing with 

prisoners and their families is a clear example of persecution and must be stopped immediately.        

On the other hand, the Coordinating Council of Teachers' Trade Unions (Farhangian) of Iran, which represents twenty teachers' 

trade unions in Iran, addressed Guy Ryder, the Secretary General of the International Labor Organization (ILO), and stated, "The 

Coordinating Council The trade unions of Iranian educators inform you that unfortunately the members of the coordination 

council and the members of the teachers' organizations that are members of the coordination council have been repressively 

treated by the judicial authorities of the Iranian government, including with sentences such as exile, imprisonment and dismissal 

due to their peaceful activities have taken. 

Although the Iranian government is a member of the International Labor Organization, it does not respect any of its conventions. 

The coordination council states that despite all these serious violations of international labor standards and ILO conventions, the 

government of Iran has been elected as a member of the board of directors of the ILO. 

We also condemn the arrest of two members of the French trade unions due to a friendly meeting in Iran with the members of the 

Coordinating Council of the Trade Unions of Iranian Cultural Organizations. Most of the above-mentioned detainees are kept in 

solitary cells, which is a violation of Iran's internal laws and international standards. They have been denied the opportunity to 

defend themselves publicly and have access to their lawyers 

This is despite the fact that this year, as in previous years, the Iranian government sent certain people as representatives of Iranian 

labor organizations to the 2022 International Labor Conference, while they are not representatives of Iranian workers. As you 

probably know, these so-called labor representatives of Iran are supported by the government in various positions and have 

helped pass anti-labor laws and have benefited from all kinds of economic and political privileges due to their close relationship 

with the ruling power. 

The Confederation of Spanish Trade Unions, "Workers' Commissions", on several occasions and through numerous letters of 

protest in recent days to the leadership, the judiciary and the permanent representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the 

United Nations, have requested the unconditional cancellation of the charges against labor activists and He has become a 

prisoner's teacher and respecting the right of association, freedom of association, assembly and freedom of expression, as well as 

ensuring the rights and privacy of the family members of the imprisoned leaders and activists and their safety and health, and has 

emphasized that until these demands and considerations are not met. will continue to take necessary measures in this regard. 

Earlier, in a statement dated June 6, 1401, the Confederation of Spanish Trade Unions declared that "freedom of association, 

expression, assembly, protest, strike and class and international solidarity are some of the most well-known rights of trade unions 

and their leaders." These basic freedoms contained in the International Labor Organization and other international conventions 

are valid for the Islamic Republic of Iran. The continued violation of these fundamental rights by the Iranian government will 

only intensify public disgust towards the oppressors, and we reiterate that Iran must comply with the international conventions 

and standards of the International Labor Organization approved by this country. 

 

Trade Union Activists Arrested in                                 
Iran: Teachers and Bus Workers Singled Out 

 
LABOUR  •  June 9, 2022  •  International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran 

Since May Day 2022, a number of trade union activists, especially related to the teachers’ unions and the bus workers’ union, 

have been arrested in Iran, and are being interrogated and charged with serious but completely false and baseless national 

security charges.                                                                                                    

We are asking all labour, human rights’ and workers’ rights’ defenders around the world to strongly condemn the Iranian 

government’s escalating violation of workers’ rights, right to organize and the freedom of association.  In a statement issued on 

May 19, 2022, the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations stated, “Recently, the Ministry of Intelligence, 

after arresting some of the most well-known and experienced union activists, in a ridiculous statement linked the arrestees and 

the Coordinating Council to the two arrested French nationals (reportedly Ms. Cecile Kohler, a teacher and a member of the 

French teachers’ trade unions, and her partner, Jacques Paris, (a veteran trade union activist) and claimed that they sought to 

cause riot and unrest in Iran through trade union activists…” 

 
Expanding international solidarity with workers 

 and teachers detained in Iran in recent day

https://socialistproject.ca/category/labour/
https://socialistproject.ca/author/iaswi/
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The General Confederation of Labor (SJTE), the United Trade Union Federation (FSO- Farhangian), the Trade Union for Solidarity 

(Solider), and the National Union of Independent Trade Unions (UNSA) declare their support for Iran's trade unions. 

The French Democratic Confederation of Labor (SDFTE) announced yesterday that the lives of Iranian trade union workers Reza Shahabi 

and Hassan Saeedi are in danger! In this joint statement, while expressing concern about the health condition of Reza Shahabi and Hassan 

Saeedi, (who are now on the 28th and 19th days of their hunger strikes), it is also mentioned that the families of Shahabi and Saeedi and 

other teachers And the jailed trade unionists, including Mr. Keyvan Mehtadi, Ms. Anisha Asadollahi, Ms. Rehane Ansarinejad, Mr. Rasoul 

Badaghi, Mr. Jaafar Ebrahimi and Mr. Mohammed Habibi, are not allowed to meet  their families either. 

Also, Mrs. Beatrice Lestick, the national secretary of the French Democratic Confederation of Labor (SFDT) and the representative of 

French workers in the board of directors of the International Labor Organization, called for the release of the imprisoned workers Reza 

Shahabi and  Hassan Saeedi on her official Twitter account. 

On July 07, the Confederation of Spanish Trade Unions, the "Workers' Commissions" through several letters addressed to the Iranian 

authorities, and with the coordination of the international labor movement, according to the request of the families of Reza Shahabi, Hassan 

Saeedi, Jafar Ebrahimi, Anisha Asadollahi, Rasul Badaghi. , Mohammad Habibi, Hassan Saeedi, Iskandar Lotfi, Shaaban Mohammadi, 

Keyvan Mehtadi and Masoud Nikkhah, condemned the situation of these union activists and emphasized that he will continue to take the 

necessary measures until their release. 

The International Federation of Transport Workers, which has branches in about 150 countries, including the Syndicate of Tehran and 

Suburbs Bus Workers' Company, is a member of it, in a protest statement dated July 7, 2022 entitled "Iran should ban the use of 

indescribable tortures" demanded the immediate release of Reza Shahabi, Hassan Saeedi and other arrested workers, teachers and activists. 

At the same time, Stephen Cotton, Secretary General of the International Federation of Transport Workers, emphasized: "Reza Shahabi is 

just one case of long-term persecution of Syndicalists leaders by the Iranian government. 

"Despite ratifying the conventions of the International Labour Organization, Iran has shown time and time again the complete violation of 

these basic rights. The government denies the right to freedom of association, freedom of expression, assembly, protest and strike, all of 

which are included in the conventions of the International Labour Organization.  
Also, in the last two months, labor organizations from different countries of the world have acted with open letters and protest statements in 

solidarity and support for labor activists and imprisoned teachers, including the Confederation of Trade Unions in Norway, the Canadian 

Public Service Workers Union, the Railway and Transport Union Germany, trade unions and teachers in Sweden, member of LM-Sweden, 

British Teachers Union, World Federation of Teachers, International Education and other international labor organizations. 

The Tehran and Suburbs Bus Wahed Workers' Syndicate, while appreciating the extensive international support in the last two months, the 

petitions of several thousand people, Twitter storms, and statements of support in Iran and various countries around the world, demands an 

immediate stop to the interrogation of its members, Reza Shahabi and Hassan Saeedi, their immediate transfer to a hospital outside the 

prison for necessary Examina-  

tion and treatment and their immediate release and make sure that their bodies are in good conditions. We also demand an immediate stop 

to false accusations, imprisonment, repeated interrogations, and harassment of activists of independent labor and teacher organizations. 

All detainees related to the recent filings of the Ministry of Information and the shameful actions of Radio and Television should be 

released unconditionally. 

 All imprisoned workers and teachers must be freed! 

Prisoned workers, and prisoned teachers should be freed! 
 

The solution to the toilers is:                  unity and organization                   
Syndicate of workers of the buses of Tehran and suburbs 

 

 

    Freedom for imprisoned trade unionists  

in Iran 
International Solidarity 

 

Trade unionists are repeatedly arrested in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The DGB demands their immediate release. 

DGB/Yuri Bizgajmer/123rf.com  

For months, Iranian workers have exercised their human right to freedom of association to defend their demands. 

Instead of entering into a dialogue with the striking and demonstrating trade unionists, the authorities and the 

government of Iran are reacting with repression and the persecution of trade union activists.  

Some unionists who called for protests were arrested and have been in solitary confinement without charge since early 

May.It is to be feared that they will be taken to court on flimsy legal grounds and sentenced to long prison terms. And 

this only because they exercised the right to freedom of association and assembly. The DGB categorically rejects any 

state prosecutio 

for union activities.  

Rather, we demand from the Iranian authorities and government : 

• the immediate release of unionists Reza Shahabi and Hassan Saidi from the bus drivers' union and teachers' unionists 

Jaffar Ebrahimi and Mohammad Habibi;  

• Guarantee and protect the right to freedom of assembly and association for their people. 

The DGB will continue to work in the International Labor Organization to ensure that fundamental human rights are 

observed  

for workers in Iran . 
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 A Letter from ver.di 

                   To the Iranian consul in Frankfurt am Main 

To the Generator at of 

Alami Republic to      

Mr. Koruf Mahi Babakar    

Raimundt 20 

60320 Frankfurt am Main 

 

Dear Mr. Consul Mehdi Babakazem 

 

It is with great concern that we hear reports from your country in which there are reports of persecution and suppression of our industry 

colleagues. We at the Verdi trade union in Frankfurt am Main and the region have an unbearable idea that trade union members are being 

persecuted in their country, because they pursue their task, namely to stand to for the interests of the employees. We are particularly 

concerned about the information that Reza Shahabi, a board member of our brother union vahed in Tehran, has gone on a hunger strike and 

is being denied medical care. Our colleague Shahabi reports on unbearably harsh condition> sleep deprivation, 12-hour interrogation 

during which he is supposed to be forced to read that in June in several cities over 100 people were arrested because they took part in 

protest actions of their professional organizations  participated. The state used massive violence against protesters. This is a violation of the 

rights to freedom of expression and association. We call on you to work to free people who have merely exercised their res. 

We as trade unionists are shocked by the extent of the persecution and repression against the trade unions and their members in your 

country. It is totally unacceptable that in Iran, appararently, people who from unions and unite freely to stand up for their rights and 

demands are being persecuted and imprisoned, and possibly even tortured.  

Dear Mr. Consul, we also call on you to work with the responsible authorities to ensure that our colleague Reza Shahabi, board member of 

the Vahed-Gewerk in Tehran, is released immediately. 

Sincerely 

For the district mind of the trade union ver.di 

Frankfurt am Main and region 

Alexander Klein 

Managing Director 

 

in support of two detained members of the Vahed Workers'                                 Union and teachers who have been arrested in the new scenario                       on trumped-up charges. 

(https://t.me/vahedsyndica/4719) 

activists from indescribable torture International Transport Workers Federation: Iran must free union  

Jun  28, 2022 

In a statement issued on Jun 28, 2022, the International Transport Workers 'Union called for the  immediate release of Reza Shahabi, 

Hassan Saeedi, and other workers, teachers, and activists detained on International Workers' Day.  

A statement from the International Federation of Transport Workers said, "Reza Shahabi, a trade union leader in Iran, is once again in 

prison, tortured, denied access to medical facilities and on a hunger strike following the International Workers' Day protests.  

"The International Federation of Transport Workers joins a wide range of organizations that have condemned his arrest and brutal 

treatment by an authoritarian government imposed solely on legal union activities." 

ITF Secretary-General Stephen Cotton said in a statement that they were awaron a hunger strike and so his condition can be expected to 

continue to deteriorate. 

The Secretary-General of the International Federation of Transport Workers continues: "Nevertheless, they continue to torture him. The 

situation is beyond awful. Iran violates even the most basic human rights of this man and many people. We demand the immediate 

transfer of Reza "We are 

taking Shahabi to the hospital and stopping his imprisonment and torture."  

The International Federation of Transport Workers also emphasized that Reza Shahabi is a member of the board of directors of the 

Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, which is a member of the International Federation of Transport Workers. He and a number of trade 

union activists were arrested following strikes and protests against low and unpaid wages. Many teachers, workers and social activists, 

as well as 11 Tehran bus workers, were arrested during this period. "Hassan Saeedi, a prominent member of the Tehran Bus Company 

Workers' Union, was arrested on 28  

May and Shahabi on 22 May. The families of labor activists and teachers currently detained in Evin Prison have been denied access to 

their loved ones." 

The ITF also reports that Reza Shahabi was imprisoned by the Iranian government in 2010 for legitimate protests. "He was hospitalized. 

In 2017, he was arrested again and released in March 2018." 

"Reza Shahabi is just one case of long-term harassment of trade union leaders by the Iranian government," said Stephen Cotton. "The 

government denies the right to freedom of association, freedom of expression, assembly, protest and strike, all of which are enshrined in 

the ILO conventions." 

"Workers' protests have begun because of Iran's crumbling economy, where the cost of living has risen sharply but wages have fallen. In 

some cases, workers have not been paid at all. Authoritarian response to "Protests in Iran are not uncommon, but this time it seems to 

have been particularly brutal, probably because the government is struggling to control the economic situation." 
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At the end of the statement, the International Federation of Transport Workers stressed that the Iranian government could not solve its problems by 

suppressing workers. "We call on the Iranian government to immediately and unconditionally all bus workers, teachers, "Release labor and human 

rights activists who are imprisoned in violation of their human rights. Iran must end its repression of workers and trade union activists and respect  

arrested for protesting against their low salaries and poor working conditions, and urged those responsible for using excessive force to be held to 

account through comprehensive and independent investigations.  

 

The solution to the toils of    unity and organization 

 

Syndicate of workers of the buses of the busket 

 

IRAN: UN experts alarmed by 

civil society crackdown 

15 June 2022 
Iran: UN expert alarmed by detention conditions in the wake of recent protests  

Press briefing notes   

Press briefing note on Iran                                                                                                       

Iran: UN experts say executions of child offenders must stop 

GENEVA (15 June 2022) - UN human rights experts* today expressed serious concerns about a violent crackdown against civil society in Iran, 

including members of workers’ unions and teachers arrested for protesting against their low salaries and poor working conditions, and violent 

crackdown against civil society in Iran, including members of workers’ unions and teachers . 

 “We are alarmed at the recent escalation of allegedly arbitrary arrests of teachers, labour rights defenders and union leaders, lawyers, human rights 

defenders and union leaders, lawyers, human rights   defenders and other civil society actors,” the experts said. 

In the past year, the Iranian Teachers’ Trade Association has organised several nation-wide protests over working conditions and low wages, as 

well as to protest the arrest of teachers and restrictions on public education for all. On 1 May 2022, on the occasion of the International Workers’ 

Day and the Teachers’ Day in Iran, teachers held protests in a number of cities across the country, joined by workers’ unions, including the 

Syndicate of worker of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company.   

Prior to the 1 May protests and until 24 May 2022, over 80 teachers were arrested or summoned by security forces or the judiciary, and the houses 

of several trade unionists and teachers were raided. None of the teachers were given access to a lawyer. The authorities issued statements claiming 

that the arrests were due to “infiltration of foreign-affiliated elements into the ranks of teachers and workers” which threatened the order and 

security of the country. State television broadcast footage of several of the arrested teachers and labour rights defenders, accusing them of engaging 

with “hostile enemies” and calling their unions illegal. “The space for civil society and independent associations to carry out their  

legitimate work and activities is becoming impossibly narrow, exemplified by the large scale arrests of civil society individuals and groups to 

express themselves connection with permitting the construction of the building despite expert assessments advising and share their grievances with 

the authorities,” the experts said.  

Actors and the recent Court of Appeals decision to dissolve the against it.“In the absence of meaningful Students Relief Society,” the experts said.  

 Channels of participation in Iran, peaceful protests are now the sole remaining means for On 26 May 2022, a Court of Appeals upheld the 

decision to dissolve the country’s largest non-governmental organisation the Imam On 26 decision to dissolve the country’s largest non- Students 

Relief Society,” the experts said. 

Ali Popular Students Relief Society – which did extensive work on poverty 

alleviation? The motion to dissolve the NGO was brought by the Ministry of 

Interior. The crackdown has also involved the summoning of several prominent 

lawyers, with some facing national security charges. Protests have spread across 

various cities and regions in Iran since the start of May following the government’s 

decision to cut subsidies on food items. At least five protesters have been killed as a 

result of excessive use of force by security forces. Separately, protests erupted in 

connection with permitting the construction of the building despite expert 

assessments advising against it. “In the in Abadan on 23 May, leaving over 40 dead 

and Khuzestan after a 10-story building collapsed many missing. Protesters 

criticized the authorities for negligence and corruption in absence of meaningful channels of participation in Iran, peaceful protests are now the 

sole remaining means for individuals and groups to express themselves and share their grievances with the authorities,” the experts said. 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2020/03/iran-un-expert-alarmed-detention-conditions-wake-recent-protests
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2020/04/press-briefing-note-iran
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 “We are deeply concerned that first response by the authorities is that of security, involving the excessive use of force against 

protestors, with what appears to be an active policy to shield perpetrators and prevent accountability.“The crackdown comes in the 

context of an extremely dire economic situation, which the authorities themselves have acknowledged. We recall that the Government is 

the primary duty-bearer in the causes protection and promotion of human rights, including by mitigating the impacts of sanctions. We 

call on the authorities to address the underlying of the protests, and to ensure that everyone can exercise their rights to freedom of 

expression, association and peaceful assembly.” 

Statement: Teachers and trade unionists in Iran                                          

must be immediately and unconditionally released! 

Trade union rights are human rights Democracy published 13 May 2022 updated 30 May 2022  

Education International, the global federation of educators, condemns the arrest of Iranian teacher trade unionists and demands their 

immediate and unconditional release.  

The targeted repression against teachers advocating for their 

students, their communities and their rights as unionists must end. 

We denounce the unjustifiable arrests in various cities of dozens of 

teachers on May Day, a date meant to celebrate workers around the 

world. We also demand an end to the detention and harassment of 

those who are peacefully advocating for the release of their 

colleagues. 

Authorities are desperate to stop the peaceful trade union 

demonstrations over teachers’ poor wages, the inadequate education 

budget and imprisonment of teacher trade unionists.  

Those arrests and detentions are violations of freedom of 

association,the right to organise, and freedom of speech. 

We demand the release, and the full respect of the human rights of                Esmael Abdi (center), Ali Akbar Baghani, Mahmoud Bagheri,         

Eskander Lotfi (Teachers’ Trade Association of Mariwan, and      Alireza Hashemi, and Rasoul Bodaghi, teachers imprisoned in                                   

spokesperson for the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’     Iran. And Mahmoud Bagheri, released on 17 August 2015.                                                                      

Trade Association);                      

Rasoul Bodaghi (Teachers’ trade Association of Islamshahr, and a representative   at the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ 

Trade Association);                                        

Mohammad Habibi (Spokesperson for the Teachers’ trade Association of Tehran);                                             

Jafar Ebrahimi (Teachers’ Trade Association of Tehran, Inspector of the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade 

Association);                                                

Ali Akbar Baghani (Board member of Teachers’ Trade Association of Tehran);                                      

Mohsen Omrani (Teachers’ Trade Association of Bushehr);                                         

Mahmoud Malaki (Teachers’ Trade Association of Bushehr);                                                    

Reza Amanifar (Teachers’ Trade Association of Bushehr);                   

Asghar Hajeb (Teachers’ Trade Association of Bushehr);                                                 

Hadi Sadeghzadeh (Teachers’ Trade Association of Mashhad);                                                      

Shaban Mohammadi, (Teachers’ Trade Association of Mariwan) arrested on May 11, 2022;                                                                      

Masoud Nikkhah (Teachers’ Trade Association of Mariwan) 

We also reiterate the call of education unionists worldwide for the release of Esmail Abdi, former leader of the Tehran Teacher 

Association, who started a hunger strike on May Day. He has been condemned until 2031 on trumped up charges. The long 

imprisonment and ill treatment in the prison have severely affected his health. Esmail’s family (wife and two daughters and son) are 

harassed and victimised by the security forces and at a serious risk. 

Education International calls on the Iranian Government to: 

• Respect and uphold the rights of teachers and education workers to organise and to freedom of association and freedom of speech 

including the right to peaceful assembly, without fear of intervention by the authorities. 

• Institutionalise dialogue with representative organisations of teachers and education personnel on issues related to the education 

policy and teachers. 

https://www.ei-ie.org/en/workarea/1317:trade-union-rights-are-human-rights
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/workarea/1319:democracy
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• Unconditionally drop all charges against imprisoned trade unionists and human rights defenders in Iran. 

• Respect the rights and privacy of the family members of the imprisoned leaders and ensure their safety and wellbeing. 

Resolution by Education International’s Executive Board 

During a meeting of Education International’s Executive Board on December 2nd, the international body adopted a resolution 

demanding respect for the "rights of teachers and education workers to organise and to freedom of association and freedom of speech 

including the right to peaceful assembly, without fear of intervention by the authorities. 

                Iran: Campaign to free jailed  

        unionists teachers gathers 
  

Trade union rights are human rights Union growth published 24 May 2018 updated 4 March 2022  
Education International has called for the release of Iranian teacher unionists Mohammad Habibi and Esmail Abdi, while global human 

rights organisation Amnesty International has also called for Abdi’s release as a prisoner of conscience.  

 David Edwards, General Secretary of Education International (EI), has strongly denounced the arrest of Mohammad Habibi, board 

member of the Tehran branch of the Iranian Teachers’ Trade Association (ITTA), and his detention at the Evin prison. Edwards 

presented EI’s demands for the release Habibi in a recent letter to the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Hassan Rouhani. 

Habibi was rearrested on 10 May as security forces cracked down on a peaceful demonstration called by teachers to oppose the 

privatisation of education and to demand fair wages. 

This followed his previous incarceration for 44 days following  his violent  arrest in front  of his students on 3 March.  

Edwards  Hunger strike                            

also highlighted the case of Esmail Abdi, a math teacher and a leader of the Tehran branch of ITTA. Abdi has been on a hunger strike in 

the Evin prison since 24 April to protest the ongoing criminalisation of trade union activities by the Iranian authorities, as well as the 

unfair treatment of his case and his detention conditions. While his health is deteriorating due to his imprisonment, Abdi has been denied 

necessary care and medical  leave on several occasions.                            

Release demanded  

EI urges the Iranian authorities to immediately and unconditionally release Habibi, Abdi, and other imprisoned trade unionists and “to 

end the misuse of the criminal justice system against those who peacefully exercise their rights to freedom of expression and 

association”. It further demands that the authorities ensure that the imprisoned trade unionists are not subject to ill-treatment during their 

detention and that they have access to professional health care.                                

Join Amnesty International’s campaign to free Esmail Abdi 

EI invites its affiliates and concerned citizens to stand with Abdi by signing Amnesty International’s petition demanding his immediate 

release. Amnesty International, which defends human rights globally, Esmail Abdi is a prisoner of conscience who has been unjustly 

condemned for defending workers’ rights. 

While the right to form and join trade unions, the right to collective bargaining, and the right to strike are all universal human rights, 

workers in 

Iran often go without wages for three months or longer, and employers intimidate, harass, and dismiss them for protesting against their 

conditions. 

Workers have no support from the government and, as in Abdi’s case and many others, “they are criminalised for demanding these basic 

rights. What's more, police violence is common at trade union protests”, Amnesty International has said. 

Teacher unionists in the UK awarded Esmail Abdi the tremendous courage he has shown for the cause of Iranian teachers. 

  

               

https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/25588:iran-la-communaute-syndicale-mondiale-de-leducation-se-mobilise-autour-des-syndicalistes-arretes-et-demande-leur-liberation
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/25588:iran-la-communaute-syndicale-mondiale-de-leducation-se-mobilise-autour-des-syndicalistes-arretes-et-demande-leur-liberation
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/workarea/1317:trade-union-rights-are-human-rights
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/workarea/1393:union-growth
https://ei-ie.org/en/detail/15799/iran-teacher-unionist-mohamed-habibi-released
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/free-esmail-abdi
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/actions/free-esmail-abdi
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Iran: Government must halt ongoing violations of educators’ rights  

   The request of the national federation of                        

education, employment  

and work of France from the foreign minister                                                                              

to act on termination of the political activists in Iran 

 

Mr. Jaun Eve Lodrian the foreign minister of France 

The national federation, culture, and work (FNEC-FO.) has been informed that three other teachers in Iran are being persecuted: (Haleh 

Safarzadeh.) (Alireza Saghfi.) and (Rasool Bedaghi.) Have been summoned by the courts. 

(Rasool-Bedaghi) has been in jail for seven years and (Ismael Abdi.) Has been imprisoned for years and the security forces have 

summoned several other teachers to the courts. 

These despotic actions take place while the teacher’s movement ‘has managed to organize for a few days the protests for increase in 

wages and pensions, our syndicate supports these protests. 

The security forces in the eve of the first of May (international workers day.) and the 2nd of May i.e. (Teacher ‘days.) In Iran become 

active, how can it be said that these actions are not for the suppression of free speech. 

The national federation of education, culture and work is deeply concerned about the worker’s struggle and political freedom and 

democratic syndicates and condemns the persecution of the worker’s syndicates. Our federation is concerned with the wellbeing of the 

persecuted teachers and is against any action to silence their voices. 

We ask of you to demand from the Iranian authorities to stop the persecution of the syndicate and political activists. 

Mr. Minister with due respect.  

(Clement Poullet) the first secretary of the national education culture and work (FNEC-FO.) 

Montroy Saturday 9th April 2022.                                

Translation and reproduction from international solidarity of workers in protection of the workers in Iran’. 

The Irish Teachers Union’s 

Supporting Iranian Teachers ‘Protests! 
 

TUI represents over 19,000 members in second level schools, colleges and centers of further and adult education and Institutes of 

Technology/Technological University Dublin, supports Iranian teachers’ protests!  

The letter of the Secretary-General of Teachers’ Union of Ireland  

To Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations  

Wednesday, March 16, 2022  

To Mr. Antonio Guterres, Secretary- General of the United Nations  

Please Support the Strikes of Iranian Teachers  

 

Dear Secretary General,  

 

 

All political prisoners must be free, right now! 

 

https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/25670:iran-government-must-halt-ongoing-violations-of-educators-rights
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I am writing this letter to you on behalf of the Irish Teachers’ Union (TUI), which 

represents more than 19,000 Irish teachers in secondary and higher education, and 

we are deeply concerned that the Iranian Government has repressed and 

imprisoned teachers, for exercising their basic human rights, which are freedom of 

expression and freedom of assembly. Iranian teachers have been involved in 

protests and guild activities in support of better conditions and receiving their 

arrears. The Irish Teachers’ Union is supporting Iranian teachers’ strikes and 

protests for their demands unequivocally. We ask you respectfully to intervene in 

this matter:  

1. Stop the repression, arrests, and dismissals of teachers and guild activists.  

2. Ensure the release of all imprisoned teachers.  

3. Implementation of the teachers ‘classification ranking and matching bill.  

4. Permanent employment of contract teachers in educational services.  

5. Recognizing teachers’ rights to demonstrate without repression, arrest of intimidation.  

The Irish Teachers’ Union calls for immediate action of the United Nations, UNHCR, the UN Human Rights Council and relevant 

special rapporteurs and International Human Rights Organizations to address the situation of Iranian teachers.  

Yours sincerely,  

Michael Gillespie  

Secretary - General of Irish Teachers’ Union 

     Iran: Government must halt ongoing violations                                  

.         of educators’ rights      

Trade union rights are human rights Democracy                         

published 21 December 2021 updated 3 March 2022 
Education International and its member organisations urge the government of Iran to allow teachers to exercise their right to request fair 

pay and the release of jailed colleagues without fearing violence or arbitrary arrest. The call follows the arrest of a teacher trade union 

leader and the ongoing detention of others. On 13 December, teachers and educators in 110 cities across Iran staged sit-ins to protest 

against poor living conditions and low salaries. As one of the most organised labour sectors in the country, teachers have been holding 

large protest gatherings for years voicing their various demands, including: 

Fair wages 

• The release of jailed labour leaders 

• Promised health insurance and retirement benefits 

• Ending discrimination within the education system 

• Curbing the privatisation of education and maintaining free public education 

• Repairing school buildings 

During the sit-in, teachers held placards reading:" Free education is the right of all students", "Prisons are no place for teachers", "The 

imprisoned teachers must be released", "Strikes, demonstrations and trade unions are immutable rights", "Teachers stand firm and resist 

discrimination" and "Teachers experience discrimination, injustice and poverty." 

The EI affiliate, the Coordination Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations also indicated that “neither the government nor the 

Parliament have shown any attention to our demands”. Instead, a reduced budget has been announced for the upcoming budgetary 

period. 

 “In the budget, allocations to military and unaccountable institutions have increased manifold, while the livelihood of most people, 

namely teachers, have been ignored,” the council went on to deplore. 

Condemn arrest of Iranian teacher trade union leader 

Education International’s General Secretary, David Edwards, voiced the concerns of the global education trade union federation. “We 

strongly condemn the arrest of Iranian teacher trade unioninists and demand their immediate and unconditional release,” he emphasised. 

 

https://www.ei-ie.org/en/workarea/1317:trade-union-rights-are-human-rights
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/workarea/1319:democracy
https://www.hrw.org/modal/95470
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Dozens of peaceful teachers’ rights advocates are currently imprisoned in Iran on charges that reflect the criminalisation of the 

expression of dissent opinions, peaceful protests and assembly, and independent labour activism. 

Between 2014 and 2019, at least four teachers were given the death sentence for alleged activities against the state, and three of them 

were executed: Hadi Rashedi, Hashem Shabaninejad and Kurdish teacher activist Farzad Kamangar. 

Education International’s Executive Board resolution 

On 1 December, the Executive Board of Education International passed a resolution on Iran, demanding the release of Esmail 

Abdi and other arrested trade union leaders. There is a particular and urgent concern for Abdi’s health, which has been 

severely affected after long imprisonment in dire conditions. 

The resolution also reiterates that the Iranian government must respect the "rights of teachers and education workers to organise and to 

freedom of association and freedom of speech including the right to peaceful assembly, without fear of intervention by the authorities". 

The Executive Board also called on member organisations to join Education International’s call for an immediate release of Esmail Abdi 

and other imprisoned leaders and to join Education International’s efforts to ensure safety and wellbeing for their family members For 

several years now, Education International has been monitoring the difficult situation of trade unionists and educators in Iran. It has also 

led campaigns for the release of teachers and others who have peacefully asserted their rights. 

The (CUPE) statement 
 

The Canadian union of Public Employees (CUPE) , in a statement dated, May 19, 2022 stated, “CUPE partner the Tehran bus workers’ 

syndicate and other labour organizations report that … more than 10 bus workers striking for wage increases have been arrested in recent 

days. The bus workers’ union is an affiliate of the International Transport Workers’ Federation…. These arrests and detentions are 

violations of freedom of association, the right to organize, and freedom of speech. CUPE also demands an end to the ongoing detention 

and harassment of people who are peacefully advocating for the release of their colleagues”. (https://cupe.ca/cupe-calls-immediate-and-

unconditional...) 

A letter from The Norwegian Confederation                                

of Trade Unions 
The Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions, in a letter to the Supreme Lead of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that they are 

“extremely concerned about news detailing that several members of the independent labour movement and workers activists in Iran are 

arassed and/or detained for engaging in legitimate trade union work…. In recent days, we have once again witnessed a wave of arrests of 

labour activists, teachers, civil rights defenders, and artists. We are extremely concerned by the continuous deterioration in the situation 

of trade union and fundamental human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” 

Iran: Labor protests surge 

Unpaid Wages, Unsafe Work Conditions, Arbitrary Arrests, Prosecutions  

Click to expand Image 

 

Thousands of Iranian teachers took to the streets in 28 cities across the country, demanding better labor protections, February 2015. © 

2015 Siavosh Hosseini, Sipa via AP Images. 

(Beirut) – Iranian workers are facing mounting economic and political challenges to realizing their labor rights, Human Rights 

Watch and Human Rights Activists (HRA), an Iranian human rights documentation group, said today, ahead of International 

Workers’ Day on May 1, 2022. 

Organized and protesters are human`s right! 

https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/17811:farzad-kamangar-lie-scandalisee-par-lexecution-de-lenseignant-iranien
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/25588:iran-global-education-union-community-rallies-around-arrested-trade-unionists-and-demand-their-release
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/23320:iran-leading-teacher-unionist-arrested-again
https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/23320:iran-leading-teacher-unionist-arrested-again
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcupe.ca%2Fcupe-calls-immediate-and-unconditional-release-iranian-labour-activists%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0eGM8EZtf0EYjEYOHjgbe5yoWhQAfAMBGF2sQRM4YMdVlWk2EN7CC3rVc&h=AT1AGb1OUQa1FI6dR-TJR2LCUKgMBgs6764QXOLGbVRFY6Lu9Fkp4iWm9z15t94AvYdnbj-lKz2NQ9vr8MgWn_MdE8dW3wrTmpj_8JyXgR61D-nfKu8HVABXQ-NDaEl9nRmoIPE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcupe.ca%2Fcupe-calls-immediate-and-unconditional-release-iranian-labour-activists%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0eGM8EZtf0EYjEYOHjgbe5yoWhQAfAMBGF2sQRM4YMdVlWk2EN7CC3rVc&h=AT1AGb1OUQa1FI6dR-TJR2LCUKgMBgs6764QXOLGbVRFY6Lu9Fkp4iWm9z15t94AvYdnbj-lKz2NQ9vr8MgWn_MdE8dW3wrTmpj_8JyXgR61D-nfKu8HVABXQ-NDaEl9nRmoIPE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://www.hrw.org/modal/95470
https://www.hrw.org/modal/95470
http://www.hrw.org/en/middle-eastn-africa/iran
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Over the past four years, amid a deterioration of Iran’s economic conditions, labor protests have increased in the country, HRA found in 

its new Labor Rights Report. Iranian authorities have attempted to repress and silence activists in labor organizations and trade unions 

who have led protests against low wages and declining living standards. Moreover, a significant number of reported work-related safety 

incidents and cases of unpaid wages demonstrate perilous working conditions and a further erosion of labor protections in recent years. 

“Iranian labor activists have been at the forefront of the struggle for the rights to free association and assembly in Iran, and they have 

paid heavy price from government repression,” said Tara Sepehri Far, senior Iran researcher at Human Rights Watch. “Iranian 

authorities should recognize the rights of labor unions and engage in meaningful efforts to address the country’s mounting economic 

problem. 

Iranian authorities have responded to an increase in labor protests and related actions with arrests and prosecutions of labor rights 

activists. Over the past 12 months, at least 69 workers have been arrested, and dozens more have been summoned for interrogations, 

according to HRA. Since March, the authorities have also increased harassment and summonses for interrogation of the active members 

of the Iranian Teachers Trade Association (ITTA), which has been leading nationwide protests for fair wages for the past three years. 

The authorities have detained Ismael Abdi, the secretary of ITTA, for the past five years. Amirabbas Azarm, Mohammad Irannejad, 

Nasrollah Amirlou, Morteza Seydi, Haleh Safarzadeh, Alireza Saghafi, Arash Johari, Esmail Gerami, and Alieh Eghdamdoost are among 

the labor rights activists who are currently imprisoned in Iran. 

HRA documented that between May 2021 and May 2022, at least 10,707 workers were injured in work-related incidents. The statistics 

indicate that during this period at least 811 workers died in work-related incidents, with officials announcing the deaths of 438 people 

and local groups    

announcing an additional 373. While this number shows a significant decrease from 1,790 people who died due to work-related 

incidents in previous year, the official statistic indicates that at least 1,200 people have died of work-related injuries annually over the 

past 12 years. 

According to Iran’s legal medicine organization data, between 2008 and 2018, 15,997 people lost their lives in work-related incidents. 

This office reported that 42 percent of workers who died fell from unsecured building ledges. According to Akbar Shoukat, the head of 

official association of labor unions, construction workers constitute 50 percent of those injured on the job. The Iranian Students’ News 

Agency (ISNA) reported that a third of those working as construction workers are still waiting for insurance and social security 

coverage. 

According to HRA’s compiled data, at least 45,462 workers are owed delayed wages, an increased from 34,318 in previous year. The 

public sector is responsible for 76 percent of these delayed wages, especially Iranian municipalities, while the private sector employers 

owe 14 percent and Iran’s energy sector owes 7 percent.  

On March 16, Iran’s High Council of Labor, consisting of representatives of workers, employers, and the Ministry of Labor, set the base 

minimum monthly wage for the period between March 2022 and March 2023 at 5.679 million tomans (about US$203), a 57 percent 

increase from the previous year to adjust for inflation.Under article 41 of Iran’s labor law, the High Council of Labor should determine 

the minimum wage based on Iran’s Central Bank inflation calculation and adjust to provide for the average family size as determined by 

the statistical center. On February 5, the High Council determined the minimum monthly costs for a family of 3.3 to be 8.900 million 

tomans (about $318), higher than the set minimum wage. The unemployment rate in Iran is about 9 percent, with women’s 

unemployment almost twice as high as for men, according to official statistics.Data also shows that during the Covid-19 pandemic, more 

than 177,000 women have left the job market.  

Over the past few years, there has been a rise in organized labor protests about declining living standards, delayed wages, and decreased 

insurance support. Some of these protests have been led by Haft Tappeh Sugar Cane Company workers, the ITTA railway workers, and 

retirees relying on social security pensions. 

Over the past 12 months, the HRA has documented 780 strikes by labor organizations and trade unions. Since 2018, there have been at 

least 4,042 protests and 1,169 strikes by labor and trade associations. 

In 1996, Iran’s administrative court of justice ruled that employers can use temporary contracts for what are classified as jobs of a 

“continuous nature.” Since then, labor union representatives have said that there has been a proliferation of temporary contracts that 

make workers ineligible for 

the protections in the country’s labor law. On February 2, 2021, Ahmadreza Moini, a representative of the high Islamic council of 

labor, told ISNA Iran’s economy has been experiencing a contraction in various sectors since 2018. Soaring inflation of around 40 

percent, according to official   that more than 97 percent of workers are employed on temporary contracts. 

statics, has been affecting families’ standard of living across the country. According to the information published by the Statistical 

Center of Iran in January, the price of items categorized as food, beverages, and tobacco in a family’s purchasing basket has increased by 

42.5 percent from the previous year 

https://www.en-hrana.org/a-statistical-look-at-the-situation-of-iranian-workers-over-the-past-year
https://www.hrw.org/about/people/tara-sepehri-far
https://www.hrw.org/content/381725
https://lmo.ir/news/84611-%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%AF-15-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-997-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%AB-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1-10-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84-%DA%AF%D8%B0%D8%B4%D8%AA%D9%87.html?t=%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.isna.ir/news/1401011708714/%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C-%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D9%85%D9%87
https://www7.isna.ir/news/1400071006469/%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AC-%DB%B1%DB%B7%DB%B7-%D9%87%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B2%D9%86-%D8%A7%D8%B2-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%B1-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1
https://www.ilna.news/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%DB%8C-9/1054429-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%D9%85%D9%88%D9%82%D8%AA-%DA%86%D9%87-%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%B3%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A2%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%87-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.isna.ir/news/99111410107/%DB%B9%DB%B7-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B5%D8%AF-%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%A7%DB%8C-%DA%A9%D8%A7%D8%B1%DA%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%88%D9%82%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/iran/publication/economic-update-april-2022
https://www.eghtesadnews.com/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D8%AE%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%DB%8C-67/472406-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%DB%8C%D8%B3%D9%87-%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%AA-%D8%AE%D8%B1%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AE%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%DB%8C%DB%8C-%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B1
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law does not recognize the right to create labor unions independent of government-sanctioned groups such as the Islamic Labor Council. 

Iran’s labor Nonetheless, workers have formed large, independent unions, including the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs 

Bus Company, Haft Tappeh Sugar Cane Company Workers’ Syndicate, and the Iran Free Workers’ Union. 

Article 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 8 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social 

and Cultural Rights protect the right to form and join labor unions. Iran is a party to both of these treaties. Iran is also a member of 

International Labour Organization (ILO) but has not ratified ILO Conventions No. 87 (Freedom of Association and the Protection of the 

Right to Organize) and No. 98 (Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining). 

“Iran’s ongoing and widespread rights violations against workers and labor rights activists are of grave concern,” said Skylar Thompson, 

senior advocacy coordinator at HRA. “The sheer number of events documented by HRA over the past several years underlines the 

urgency for reform in light of a serious lack of sufficient and adequate protections for workers' rights.” 

 

 

There are some Photos of several statements of international organizations  

                in support of the struggles of Iranian workers.                        

Published in the telegram channel of the workers' syndicate of Tehran and suburbs auto bus company 
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                 The Workers United Front Song  
 
 

 

                                            By: Bertolt Brecht 

 
 

And because a man is human 

He'll want to eat, and thanks a lot 

but talk can't take the place of meat 

or fill an empty pot. 

 

So left, two, three! 

 

So left, two, three! 

Comrade, there's a place for you. 

Take your stand in the workers united front 

for you are a worker too. 

 

And because a man is human 

he won't care for a kick in the face. 

He doesn't want slaves under him 

Or above him a ruling class. 

 

So left, two, three! 

So left, two, three! 

Comrade, there's a place for you. 

Take your stand in the workers united front 

for you are a worker too. 

 

And because a worker's a worker 

No one else will bring him liberty. 

It's nobody's work but the worker' own 

to set the worker free. 

 

So left, two, three! 

So left, two, three! 

Comrade, there's a place for you. 

Take your stand in the workers united front 

For you are a worker too. 

 

 

 

 
 

https://allpoetry.com/United-Front-Song
https://allpoetry.com/Bertolt-Brecht
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Appendices: 
 
 As stated in the introduction of this collection: 

“It is necessary to explain that the part of this collection which is attached is not a continuation of solidarity, but rather objective and detailed reports 

of the struggles of workers and teachers and the repressions of the regime by labor organizations or teachers inside Iran or abroad. We have added 

this sections for the reason that, in   addition to republishing these news and reports, we show that the above global support and solidarity is based 

on such facts in order to document the publication of the above items based on them.”  

          

   

Trade Union Activists Arrested in Iran:                                                    

Teachers and Bus Workers Singled Out 
 

LABOUR  •  June 9, 2022  •  International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran 

Since May Day 2022, a number of trade union activists, especially related to the teachers’ unions and the bus workers’ union, have been arrested in 

Iran, and are being interrogated and charged with serious but completely false and baseless national security charges. 

We are asking all labour, human rights’ and workers’ rights’ defenders around the world to strongly condemn the Iranian government’s escalating 

violation of workers’ rights, right to organize and the freedom of association.  

In a statement issued on May 19, 2022, the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations stated, “Recently, the Ministry of 

Intelligence, after arresting some of the most well-known and experienced union activists, in a ridiculous statement linked the arrestees and the 

Coordinating Council to the two arrested French nationals (reportedly Ms. Cecile Kohler, a teacher and a member of the French teachers’ trade 

unions, and her partner, Jacques Paris, (a veteran trade union activist) and claimed that they sought to cause riot and unrest in Iran through trade 

union activists…” 

Trade Union Activists from France Also Arrested 

Based on the available information on the Education International website, “Cécile Kohler joined the Syndicat national Force ouvrière des lycées et 

collèges (SNFOLC) in her first year of teaching in 2009. Since 2011 she has been a shop steward in her organization. She has undertaken national 

duties since 2016 in her role as International Relations Officer for the Fédération nationale de l’enseignement, de la culture et de la formation 

professionnelle FO (FNEC FP-FO).” Our search and contacts in France have also confirmed that Jacques Paris is a teacher and the former SNFOLC 

General Secretary, from 2009 to 2016. Both are well-known individuals, teachers and trade union activists and completely far from allegedly being 

“French spies” according to the disgraceful state-run television (IRIB) and the repressive intelligence forces. 

Cécile Kohler and her partner, Jacques Paris, travelled to Iran on visitor’s visas on April 28, 2022, but they got arrested on the night of May 7, 2022, 

in a taxi that was taking them to the airport to leave the country. The Intelligence forces and their national TV are alleging that Cécile Kohler and 

her husband were “French Spies” that came to Iran under the pretext of vacationing but with the intention of fomenting and causing unrest in the 

country. All of this outrageous and false allegations seem to be based on the fact that during their visits to Iran, they reportedly met with four well-

known public figures of teachers’ trade unions in Iran, Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lotfi, Masoud Nikhkhah and Shaban Mohammadi), for dinner and 

also with three well-known and leading members of Tehran bus workers’ syndicate (Reza Shahabi, Davood Razavi and Hassan Saeidi) for informal 

and friendly gathering and dinner in a restaurant. They also took pictures and selfies during these “clandestine” meetings. The Intelligence 

authorities arrested Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lotfi, Maoud Nikhkhah and Shaaban Mohammadi immediately after this visit. Reza Shahabi, Hassan 

Saeidi, and Anisha Assodllahi, who interpreted for the bus workers’ syndicate during their dinner in a restaurant, have since been arrested and their 

homes were raided by security forces. Davood Razavi’s residence has been raided by the security forces since then as well, and his daughter was 

traumatized as intelligence forces broke into the house while nobody else was at home. 

Transportation Workers 

The Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company (Vahed Syndicate) issued a statement on May 16, 2022, in which they emphasized, 

“The intelligence, judicial and executive authorities of the government, incapable of giving any humane and responsible response to the just 

demands of the working class and the deprived and oppressed people of Iran, are increasingly pursuing their usual solutions, namely repression, 

prosecution, arresting, trumped-up national security charges, frame- up and spreading lies… The Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus 

Company (Vahed Syndicate), as part of the independent labour movement in Iran, has a full right and duty to be in solidarity with all sections of the 

working class in Iran and around the world. In the spirit of international solidarity, we defend our relations with labour organizations and workers in 

other parts of the world and considers it as our absolute right.” 

The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ trade Associations in a statement dated, May 19, 2022, said, “For the past twenty years, these well-

known union activists (Bodaqi, Lotfi, Nikkhah, Mohammadi) have been pursuing demands of the teachers including demands related to the Article 

30 of the Constitution. The IRIB has reported in a way to project that these teachers’ activists have just joined the ranks of teachers and intended to 

create a riot in collaboration with the foreigners. The arrested teachers, in reality, have a twenty-year history of campaigning for union demands, and 

their activities have been carried out in accordance with Article 27 of the Constitution…. The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade  

 

https://socialistproject.ca/category/labour/
https://socialistproject.ca/author/iaswi/
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Associations, while strongly unconditionally. In a news release issued by the CCITTA, on May 23, 2022, Rasoul Bodaghi and Shaban Mohammadi 

have finally been in contact with their families. Both imprisoned teachers expressed high spirits and have given warm greetings to all union activists 

and teachers in Iran. Rasoul Bodaghi said that he is in the same cell with Jacques Paris, who is an elementary school teacher in Paris. Bodaghi said 

that he has seen the slanderous TV show of the IRIB from prison and that he would take legal action against this government-sponsored radio and 

television networkfor defamation and baseless accusations as soon as he was released. Rasoul Bodaghi said that their get-together with two French 

teachers was a very customary and conventional occurrence and nothing special was done in that gathering except usual conversation about the 

educational issues. He has also emphasized that basically the teachers do not have access to anything that might be considered as being secret. That 

is why Bodaqiemphasized that he has defied the interrogations.  

Reza Shahabi, a member of the board of directors of the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, has also been able to speak 

with his family on the phone. He has gone through a number of interrogations since his arrest on May 12 2022. Reza Shahabi, while not in good 

physical conditions, was in high spirits and stated that his dinner in a restaurant in Tehran along with other colleagues with the French trade union 

activists was a completely normal and hospitable one, and that they had done nothing 

unusual or secret in this public informal gathering. Reza Shahabi, in response to the 

publication of his pictures and the picture and name of the arrested teachers and trade 

unionists on the national radio and television, stated that these actions only make the 

radio and television look more ridiculous.  

Hassan Saeidi, a well-known member of the Tehran bus workers’ union, who was 

arrested on Wednesday night, May 17th, after 9 intelligence agents raided his residence, 

in protests against several days of successive interrogations in Ward 209 of Evin Prison, 

has gone on a “wet” hunger strike. 

Strong Condemnations 

The recent arrests of teachers and labour activists in Iran, and the baseless allegations against them, especially through national broadcasting, has 

received strong condemnations and absolute disgust across Iran, in social media and by many organizations nationally and internationally. 

The Education International, “the global federation of educators, has condemned the arrest of Iranian teacher trade unionists and demands their 

immediate and unconditional release. The targeted repression against teachers advocating for their students, their communities and their rights as 

unionists must end. We denounce the unjustifiable arrests in various cities of dozens of teachers on May Day, a date meant to celebrate workers 

around the world. We also demand an end to the detention and harassment of those who are peacefully advocating for the release of their 

colleagues.” 

The Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE), in a statement dated, May 19, 2022 stated, “CUPE partner the Tehran bus workers’ syndicate 

and other labour organizations report that … more than 10 bus workers striking for wage increases have been arrested in recent days. The bus 

workers’ union is an affiliate of the International Transport Workers’ Federation… These arrests and detentions are violations of freedom of 

association, the right to organize, and freedom of speech. CUPE also demands an end to the ongoing detention and harassment of people who are 

peacefully advocating for the release of their colleagues.” 

The Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions, in a letter to the Supreme Lead of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that they are “extremely 

concerned about news detailing that several members of the independent labour movement, and workers activists in Iran are harassed and/or 

detained for engaging in legitimate trade union work… In recent days, we have once again witnessed a wave of arrests of labour activists, teachers, 

civil rights defenders, and artists. We are extremely concerned by the continuous deterioration in the situation of trade union and fundamental 

human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” 

Many labour and teacher organizations in Iran have been issuing public statements denouncing the recent arrests, and the intelligence forces’ 

conspiracies and national security charges against trade union activists in Iran and demanding their immediate and unconditional freedom. 

The Gilan Teachers’ Trade Association, while condemning this “cowardly and illegal act,” has called on the public prosecutor “to end these 

immoral and illegal practices” in the (IRI) media in the first place “by suing IRIB for making false accusations against these teachers before the trial, 

choosing a lawyer and denying them the opportunity to defend themselves and disturbing the minds of millions of viewers.” 

The Kurdistan Teachers’ Trade Association has emphasized that the teachers’ movement is seeking the fulfillment of its legal demands in civilian 

ways and strongly protests against the anti-democratic approach and irresponsibility of the system and violent treatment of legal gatherings. 

The Teachers’ Trade Association of Islamshahr has strongly condemned this obscene and unfair move, calling for the trial and apology of the 

intelligent agents who made the video, and declaring that they will leave nothing but notoriety with these delusional moves. “Stop using these 

unconventional, shabby and unfounded methods and proceed with the freedom of these loved ones as quickly as possible. We emphasize and remind 

that the teachers’ movement is alive and continues to work strongly.” 

The teachers’ Trade Association of Khuzestan has strongly condemned any accusation against these well-known cultural activists and their 

detention. 

In an open statement from the Families of Detained Teachers, Eskandar Lotfi, Shaban Mohammadi, Massoud Nikkhah and Rasoul Badaghi, they 

stated, “We, the families of the arrested teachers, are not at all surprised that even today, individuals engaged in embezzlement, economic 

corruption, and bank fraud are still published anonymously in the state-run media, without any condemnation. And yet, the same state-run media 

have our loved ones publicly insulted and falsely named as spies, only because they are teachers and protesting for their rights. We, the family of the 

detained teachers, reserve the right to restore our dignity and take legal action about all the defamation by state run media and their unjust arrests, 

until justice prevails.” 

https://www.ei-ie.org/en/item/26486:statement-teachers-and-trade-unionists-in-iran-must-be-immediately-and-unconditionally-released
https://cupe.ca/cupe-calls-immediate-and-unconditional-release-iranian-labour-activists
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The Writers’ Association of Iran have in a statement issued on May 22, 2022, wrote: 

“Nearly two weeks have passed since the security forces raided the residence of Keyvan Mohtadi, a writer, translator and member of the Writers’ 

Association of Iran, and Anisha Asadollahi, a translator. On May 7, these two working class supporters were arrested after a search of their home 

and confiscation of their personal belongings, and were transferred to Security Ward 209 of Evin Prison. 

“After several days of unawareness about their situation, it became clear that the recent arrests were made following a case by the Ministry of 

Intelligence. The security forces manufactured and published their deliberate fabrications and rumours about the recent detainees, Keyvan2022 

Mohtadi, Reza Shahabi, Anisha Asadollahi, Reyhaneh Ansari Nejad, Hassan Saeidi, … as well as the detained teachers, Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar 

Lotfi, Massoud Nikkhah, Shaban Mohammadi, and others. 

“It is no secret that these kinds of fabrications have so far been used 

only to deceive public opinion, to provide a platform for forced 

confessions and to produce fake cases, to issue long-term prison 

sentences, against the arrestees and to intimidate and repress other 

activists. The repetition of these fabrications and the criminalization of 

issues such as relations with allied organizations and the attribution of 

justice loving people to “foreign sources” signal a new wave of 

repression of trade unions and political activists and a narrowing of 

their field of activity. On the other hand, these cases reveal the 

government’s fear of strengthening Iran’s trade unions by connecting 

with similar organizations in the world. It is the natural and civil right 

of trade unions to interact and cooperate with their counterparts around 

the world. Alleging that such relations are tantamount to espionage is a 

clear violation of human rights and international conventions to which 

the Islamic Republic is a signatory.” 

More International Solidarity is Needed 

IASWI is urging our fellow workers and trade unions around the world to take all necessary measures for the immediate and unconditional release 

of all teachers and other trade union activists from prison, and to call for an end to repressions of workers and trade unionists in Iran and respect 

freedom of association and trade union rights under ILO Convention 87 and 98 and The ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at 

Work. 

The government of Iran must immediately and unconditionally release all jailed teachers and trade union activists who have been arrested since 

May Day 2022, including Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lofi, Reza Shahabi, Jafar Ebrahimi, Hassan Saeidi, Anisha Asadollahi, Reyhaneh Ansarinejad, 

Mohammad Habibi, Keyvan Mohtadi, Shaban Mohammadi, Masoud Nikkhah, and Hadi Sadeghzadeh, and many others including 11 Tehran bus 

workers who have been arrested during the recent strikes for wage increases. The updated list of all recent arrestees will be published separately. 

We also demand an end to the ongoing detention and harassment of other trade unionists who are serving jail sentences. 

We are asking for your urgent support to ask the Iranian government to: 

• Unconditionally drop of all charges against imprisoned trade unionists and their immediate release. 

• Respect and uphold the rights of all workers including teachers to organize and to freedom of association and freedom of speech including the 

right to peaceful assembly, without fear of state intervention. • 

For more information, and statements of solidarity, see etehad-k website. 

The International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran (IASWI) is an independent and progressive campaign in support of workers’ rights and 

struggles in Iran. Their website is workers-iran.org. 

Tue Jun 28 2022 

Call for an urgent action: 

 
International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran 

Condemn outrageous and trumped-up charges against trade union activists in #Iran 

- Arrests of two French teachers’ trade unionists in Iran and the scandalous coverage by the Intelligence Ministry and IRI Broadcasting. 

- Sample Protest letter – Arrests of teachers and trade union activists in Iran – updated on May 24, 2022 (See below) 

- Sign this petition, which has been created today by Iranian teachers. 

eachers and other trade union activists: https://www.petitions.net/free_imprisoned_trade_unionists...  

 

 

 

https://etehad-k.com/en/posts/call-for-an-urgent-action:-condemn-trumped-up-charges-against-trade-union-activists-in-iran-arrests-of-two-french-teachers%E2%80%99-trade-unionists-in-iran-and-the-scandalous-coverage-by-the-intelligence-ministry-and-iri-broadcasting..html
https://workers-iran.org/
https://www.facebook.com/IASWI/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iran?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.petitions.net/free_imprisoned_trade_unionists_in_iran?fbclid=IwAR3TiU5IZTp8kU4bruF5_wc5Ij8GAbll7cpxnmZ_OdNnjkg0Fd-wefwMwmg
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- Statement of the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations, in Response to the Ridiculous TV Show of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran Broadcasting Against the Teachers' Union Activists 

- Statement by the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company: Condemn trumped-up charges, frame- up, arrests and spreading lies 

by the Intelligence Ministry and other repressive forces! 

IASWI: Since May Day 2022, a number of trade union activists, especially related to the teachers’ unions and the bus workers’ union, have been 

arrested and are being interrogated and charged with serious but completely false and baseless national security charges. 

We are asking all labour, human rights’ and workers’ rights’ defenders around the world to strongly condemn the Iranian government’s escalating 

violation of workers’ rights, right to organize and the freedom of association.  

In a statement issued on May 19, 2022, the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations stated, “Recently, the Ministry of 

Intelligence, after arresting some of the most well-known and experienced union activists, in a ridiculous statement linked the arrestees and the 

Coordinating Council to the two arrested French nationals (reportedly Ms. Cecile Kohler, a teacher and a member of the French teachers’ trade 

unions, and her partner, Jacques Paris, (a veteran trade union activist) and claimed that they sought to cause riot and unrest in Iran through trade 

union activists….” 

Based on the available information on the Education International website, “Cécile Kohler joined the Syndicat national Force ouvrière des lycées et 

collèges (SNFOLC) in her first year of teaching in 2009. Since 2011 she has been a shop steward in her organisation. She has undertaken national 

duties since 2016 in her role as International Relations Officer for the Fédération nationale de l'enseignement, de la culture et de la formation 

professionnelle FO (FNEC FP-FO)”. Our search and contacts in France have also confirmed that Jacques Paris is a teacher and the former SNFOLC 

General Secretary, from 2009 to 2016. Both are well-known individuals, teachers and trade union activists and completely far from allegedly being 

“French spies” according to the disgraceful IRIB and the repressive intelligence forces.  

Cécile Kohler and her partner, Jacques Paris, travelled to Iran on visitor’s visa on April 28, 2022, but they got arrested on the night of May 7, 2022, 

in a taxi that was taking them to the airport to leave the country. The Intelligence forces and their national TV are alleging that Cécile Kohler and 

her husband were “French Spies” that came to Iran under the pretext of vacationing but with the intention of fomenting and causing unrest in the 

country. All of this outrageous and false allegations seem to be based on the fact that during their visits to Iran, they reportedly met with four well-

known public figures of teachers’ trade unions in Iran, Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lotfi, Masoud Nikhkhah and Shaban Mohammadi), for dinner and 

also with three well-known and leading members of Tehran bus workers’ syndicate (Reza Shahabi, Davood Razavi and Hassan Saeidi) for informal 

and friendly gathering and dinner in a restaurant. They also took pictures and selfies during these “clandestine” meetings. The Intelligence 

authorities arrested Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lotfi, Maoud Nikhkhah and Shaaban Mohammadi immediately after this visit. Reza Shahabi, Hassan 

Saeidi, and Anisha Assodllahi, who interpreted for the bus workers’ syndicate during their dinner in a restaurant, have since been arrested and their 

homes were raided by security forces. Davood Razavi’s residence has been raided by the security forces since then as well, and his daughter was 

traumatized as intelligence forces broke into the house while nobody else was at home.  

The Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company (Vahed Syndicate) issued a statement on May 16, 2022, in which they emphasized, 

“The intelligence, judicial and executive authorities of the government, incapable of giving any humane and responsible response to the just 

demands of the working class and the deprived and oppressed people of Iran, are increasingly pursuing their usual solutions, namely repression, 

prosecution, arresting, trumped-up national security charges, frame- up and spreading lies…. The Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus 

Company (Vahed Syndicate), as part of the independent labour movement in Iran, has a full right and duty to be in solidarity with all sections of the 

working class in Iran and around the world. In the spirit of international solidarity, we defend our relations with labour organizations and workers in 

other parts of the world and considers it as our absolute right”. 

The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ trade Associations in a statement dated, May 19, 2022, said, “For the past twenty years, these well-

known union activists (Bodaqi, Lotfi, Nikkhah, Mohammadi) have been pursuing demands of the teachers including demands related to the Article 

30 of the Constitution. The IRIB has reported in a way to project that these teachers’ activists have just joined the ranks of teachers and intended to 

create a riot in collaboration with the foreigners. The arrested teachers, in reality, have a twenty-year history of campaigning for union demands, and 

their activities have been carried out in accordance with Article 27 of the Constitution…. The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade 

Associations, while strongly supporting all the arrested teachers and rejecting all baseless charges against them, expects that all of them be released 

as soon as possible and unconditionally”. 

In a news release issued by the CCITTA, on May 23, 2022, Rasoul Bodaghi and Shaban Mohammadi have finally been in contact with their 

families. Both imprisoned teachers expressed high spirits and have given warm greetings to all union activists and teachers in Iran. 

Rasoul Bodaghi said that he is in the same cell with Jacques Paris, who is an elementary school teacher in Paris. Bodaghi said that he has seen the 

slanderous TV show of the IRIB from prison and that he would take legal action against this government-sponsored radio and television network for 

defamation and baseless accusations as soon as he was released. Rasoul Bodaghi said that their get-together with two French teachers was a very 

customary and conventional occurrence and nothing special was done in that gathering except usual conversation about the educational issues. He 

has also emphasized that basically the teachers do not have access to anything that might be considered as being secret. That is why Bodaqi 

emphasized that he has defied the interrogations. 

 

Reza Shahabi, a member of the board of directors of the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company, has also been able to speak 

with his family on the phone. He has gone through a number of interrogations since his arrest on May 12 2022. Reza Shahabi, while not in good 

physical conditions, was in high spirits and stated that his dinner in a restaurant in Tehran along with other colleagues with the French trade union 

activists was a completely normal and hospitable one, and that they had done nothing unusual or secret in this public informal gathering. Reza 

Shahabi, in response to the publication of his pictures and the picture and name of the arrested teachers and trade unionists on the national radio and 

television, stated that these actions only make the radio and television look more ridiculous. 

Hassan Saeidi, a well-known member of the Tehran bus workers' union, who was arrested on Wednesday night, May 17th, after 9 intelligence 

agents raided his residence, in protests against several days of successive interrogations in Ward 209 of Evin Prison, has gone on a “wet” hunger 

strike. 
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The recent arrests of teachers and labour activists in Iran, and the baseless allegations against them, especially through national broadcasting, has 

received strong condemnations and absolute disgust across Iran, in social media and by many organizations nationally and internationally.              

The Education International, “the global federation of educators, has condemned the arrest of Iranian teacher trade unionists and demands their 

immediate and unconditional release. The targeted repression against teachers advocating for their students, their communities and their rights as 

unionists must end. We denounce the unjustifiable arrests in various cities of dozens of teachers on May Day, a date meant to celebrate workers  

around the world. We also demand an end to the detention and harassment of those who are peacefully advocating for the release of their 

colleagues”. (https://www.ei-ie.org/.../26486:statement-teachers-and...) 

The Canadian union of Public Employees (CUPE), in a statement dated, May 19, 2022 stated, “CUPE partner the Tehran bus workers’ syndicate 

and other labour organizations report that … more than 10 bus workers striking for wage increases have been arrested in recent days. The bus 

workers’ union is an affiliate of the International Transport Workers’ Federation…. These arrests and detentions are violations of freedom of  

association, the right to organize, and freedom of speech. CUPE also demands an end to the ongoing detention and harassment of people who are 

peacefully advocating for the release of their colleagues”. (https://cupe.ca/cupe-calls-immediate-and-unconditional...)  

The Norwegian Confederation of Trade Unions, in a letter to the Supreme Lead of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that they are “extremely 

concerned about news detailing that several members of the independent labour movement, and workers activists in Iran are harassed and/or 

detained for engaging in legitimate trade union work…. In recent days, we have once again witnessed a wave of arrests of labour activists, teachers, 

civil rights defenders, and artists. We are extremely concerned by the continuous deterioration in the situation of trade union and fundamental 

human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran”. 

Many labour and teacher organizations in Iran have been issuing public statements denouncing the recent arrests, and the intelligence forces’ 

conspiracies and national security charges against trade union activists in Iran and demanding their immediate and unconditional freedom.  

The Gilan Teachers’ Trade Association, while condemning this “cowardly and illegal act”, has called on the public prosecutor “to end these 

immoral and illegal practices” in the (IRI) media in the first place “by suing IRIB for making false accusations against these teachers before the trial, 

choosing a lawyer and denying them the opportunity to defend themselves and disturbing the minds of millions of viewers”.  

The Kurdistan Teachers’ Trade Association has emphasized that the teachers' movement is seeking the fulfillment of its legal demands in civilian 

ways and strongly protests against the anti-democratic approach and irresponsibility of the system and violent treatment of legal gatherings. 

The Teachers' Trade Association of Islamshahr has strongly condemned this obscene and unfair move, calling for the trial and apology of the 

intelligent agents who made the video, and declaring that they will leave nothing but notoriety with these delusional moves. “Stop using these 

unconventional, shabby and unfounded methods and proceed with the freedom of these loved ones as quickly as possible. We emphasize and remind 

that the teachers' movement is alive and continues to work strongly”. 

The teachers' Trade Association of Khuzestan has strongly condemned any accusation against these well-known cultural activists and their 

detention. 

In an open statement from the Families of Detained Teachers, Eskandar Lotfi, Shaban Mohammadi, Massoud Nikkhah and Rasoul Badaghi, they 

stated, “We, the families of the arrested teachers, are not at all surprised that even today, individuals engaged in embezzlement, economic 

corruption, and bank fraud are still published anonymously in the state-run media, without any condemnation. And yet, the same state-run media 

have our loved ones publicly insulted and falsely named as spies, only because they are teachers and protesting for their rights. We, the family of the 

detained teachers, reserve the right to restore our dignity and take legal action about all the defamation by state run media and their unjust arrests, 

until justice prevails”. 

The Writers' Association of Iran have in a statement issued on May 22, 2022, wrote: “Nearly two weeks have passed since the security forces raided 

the residence of Keyvan Mohtadi, a writer, translator and member of the Writers' Association of Iran, and Anisha Asadollahi, a translator. On May 

7, these two working class supporters were arrested after a search of their home and confiscation of their personal belongings, and were transferred 

to Security Ward 209 of Evin Prison. 

After several days of unawareness about their situation, it became clear that the recent arrests were made following a case by the Ministry of 

Intelligence. The security forces manufactured and published their deliberate fabrications and rumours about the recent detainees, Keyvan Mohtadi, 

Reza Shahabi, Anisha Asadollahi, Reyhaneh Ansari Nejad, Hassan Saeidi, ... as well as the detained teachers, Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lotfi, 

Massoud Nikkhah, Shaban Mohammadi, and others. 

It is no secret that these kinds of fabrications have so far been used only to deceive public opinion, to provide a platform for forced confessions and 

to produce fake cases, to issue long-term prison sentences, against the arrestees and to intimidate and repress other activists. The repetition of these 

fabrications and the criminalization of issues such as relations with allied organisations and the attribution of justice loving people to "foreign 

sources" signal a new wave of repression of trade unions and political activists and a narrowing of their field of activity. On the other hand, these 

cases reveal the government's fear of strengthening Iran's trade unions by connecting with similar organizations in the world. It is the natural and 

civil right of trade unions to interact and cooperate with their counterparts around the world. Alleging that such relations are tantamount to 

espionage is a clear violation of human rights and international conventions to which the Islamic Republic is a signatory.” 

IASWI is urging our fellow workers and trade unions around the world to take all necessary measures for the immediate and unconditional release 

of all teachers and other trade union activists from prison, and to call for an end to repressions of workers and trade unionists in Iran and respect  

freedom of association and trade union rights under ILO Convention 87 and 98 and The ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at 

Work. 

The government of Iran must immediately and unconditionally release all jailed teachers and trade union activists who have been arrested since 

May Day 2022, including Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lofi, Reza Shahabi, Jafar Ebrahimi, Hassan Saeidi, Anisha Asadollahi, Reyhaneh Ansarinejad, 

Mohammad Habibi, Keyvan Mohtadi, Shaban Mohammadi, Masoud Nikkhah, and Hadi Sadeghzadeh, and many others including 11 Tehran bus 

workers who have been arrested during the recent strikes for wage increases. The updated list of all recent arrestees will be published separately.  

We also demands an end to the ongoing detention and harassment of other trade unionists who are serving jail sentences.  

We are asking for your urgent support to ask the Iranian government to:  

Unconditionally drop of all charges against imprisoned trade unionists and their immediate release. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ei-ie.org%2Fen%2Fitem%2F26486%3Astatement-teachers-and-trade-unionists-in-iran-must-be-immediately-and-unconditionally-released%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2FBWVRxCpxnQdZdY2SFNCjbuLkmV1vIRHVctbB34LIc-xDwrctAayW03A&h=AT3ujVYRSAjD0RbjrVE6Q1aOi1E0pbeiJpO1Rfbuc7mRQXE8dpbBygfqCW8Ts-RcRWm8pULBGmG13ieKJiDNkURusoX4DmYbVtXut0bKmV6L6fw7quvfRAelZX5mtG_XIZiVVac&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcupe.ca%2Fcupe-calls-immediate-and-unconditional-release-iranian-labour-activists%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0eGM8EZtf0EYjEYOHjgbe5yoWhQAfAMBGF2sQRM4YMdVlWk2EN7CC3rVc&h=AT1AGb1OUQa1FI6dR-TJR2LCUKgMBgs6764QXOLGbVRFY6Lu9Fkp4iWm9z15t94AvYdnbj-lKz2NQ9vr8MgWn_MdE8dW3wrTmpj_8JyXgR61D-nfKu8HVABXQ-NDaEl9nRmoIPE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
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Respect and uphold the rights of all workers including teachers to organize and to freedom of association and freedom of speech including the right 

to peaceful assembly, without fear of state intervention.  

International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran (IASWI) 

May 24, 2022 

info@workers-iran.org;  

www.workers-iran.org; for regular updates, please refer to the IASWI’s Twitter and Facebook accounts and our main website in Farsi: 

https://etehadbinalmelali.com/  

https://twitter.com/IASWIinfo  

 

Sign this petition, 
which has been created today by Iranian teachers and other trade union activists: https://www.petitions.net/free_imprisoned_trade_unionists...  

Sample Protest letter – Arrests of teachers and trade union activists in Iran – updated on May 24, 2022 

We are writing to you to protest the violation of trade union rights in Iran. 

We are extremely concerned about news detailing that several members of the teachers’, bus workers’ and other independent trade union 

organizations and activists have been persecuted, arrested and incarcerated for engaging in legitimate trade union activities. 

We condemn the Iranian government’s repression of the latest rightful actions by various Iranian independent labour unions, workers, and human 

rights activists. Workers and their unions including teachers and other sectors, have been protesting about low and unpaid wages, rising costs in the 

context of a deteriorating economic situation nationally, and the lack of freedom of association, expression, assembly, protest, and strike that are 

enshrined in ILO conventions and other international conventions. 

In recent days, we have once again witnessed a wave of arrests of labour activists, teachers and civil rights defenders. We are extremely concerned 

by the continuous deterioration in the 

situation of trade union and fundamental human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

We call on the Iranian Government to take all necessary measures for the immediate and unconditional release of all the teachers, labour and human 

rights activists from prison, and stop repressions of workers and trade unionists, and respect freedom of association and trade union rights under ILO 

Convention 87 and 98. 

We echo the demands by trade union organizations in Iran and internationally for the immediate and unconditional release of all jailed labour, 

teacher and social activists who have been arrested since May Day 2022, including Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lofi, Reza Shahabi, Jafar Ebrahimi, 

Hassan Saeidi, Anisha Asadollahi, Reyhaneh Ansarinejad, Mohammad Habibi, Keyvan Mohtadi, Shaban Mohammadi, Masoud Nikkhah, and Hadi 

Sadeghzadeh, and many others including 11 Tehran bus workers who have been arrested during the recent strikes for wage increases.  

These arrests and detentions are violations of freedom of association, the right to organize, and freedom of speech. We also demands an end to the 

ongoing detention and harassment of people who are peacefully advocating for the release of their colleagues.  

We reiterate the call from trade unions and global union federations for the Iranian government to:  

Unconditionally drop all charges against imprisoned trade unionists and human rights defenders.  

Respect and uphold the rights of all workers including teachers to organize and to freedom of association and freedom of speech including the right 

to peaceful assembly, without fear of state intervention.  

Respect the rights and privacy of family members of imprisoned trade union activists and ensure their safety and wellbeing.  

PLEASE SEND protest letters to the electronic addresses below: Please also send them via the Iranian diplomatic representatives accredited to your 

country, if there is an Iranian diplomatic mission in your country. Although Iranian embassies’ addresses change frequently, please see the link 

below which might help: https://www.embassypages.com/iran  

· Leader of the Islamic Republic 

Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei 

Twitter: @khamenei_ir (English) or @Khamenei_fa (Persian) 

Email: contact@leader.ir; or info_leader@leader.ir;  

· The Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran – High Council of Human Rights 

info@humanrights-iran.ir;  

· Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva 

missionofiran@gmail.com; iranunog@mfa.gov.ir; iran@un.int; 

Cc: info@workers-iran.org 

Statement of the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations, in Response to the Ridiculous TV Show of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran Broadcasting Against the Teachers' Union Activists 

Dear colleagues, honorable educators of Iran! 

As you know, the Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Association, with a twenty-year history, is an umbrella organization that was 

formed by teachers’ trade associations and organizations across the country. All member organizations of the Coordinating Council are registered  

with the Ministry of Interior. This council is governed by the votes of the representatives of the member organizations and is not dependent on any 

individual. 

The Council has also been an official member of the Education International (EI) since its inception. From the very beginning, the Council has 

defended the demands of teachers and students and has made their voices known to the authorities through various means (correspondence, 

meetings with the government officials, members of parliament, ministry of education, writing petitions, and finally protest rallies). For twenty 

years, Iranian educators have held protest rallies in the most peaceful and civilized manner possible and in accordance with Article 27 of the 

Constitution. From March 2021 to March 2022 alone, eleven successful national protests by teachers took place.  

It should be emphasized that the decisions of the Coordinating Council are taken by representatives of the member organizations and are publicly 

announced. It should also be stressed that the teachers' protest movement is a genuine, independent trade union movement and is not dependant on 

any individual, political faction, group or institution. Iranian teachers are very principled but have been cowardly and unscrupulously accused of 

being connected to institutions, groups or individuals - inside and outside the country.   

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.workers-iran.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1SHsEU2Ebam_OGfBF8C0L8g4vZenMUFfEyIqmMeVsqKZqyFTv63NCd26k&h=AT0j1Y4IBJAVO4GLKVWZKhbWpq7XJgsLtP_9uJHlSyxnEi42ju4C4VcTdm2iQ-jiqIOAmdKuvrF32rZNNVkzF6aFwiZpZ1ndPP1LuB8kojNevKeHy6ik0BlMdmPicE7LIoY5Hno&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fetehadbinalmelali.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2mtEJYGGkfWk_B8k0PUyNQ-I6tTEZ8L-D-D2xxNXzrKxos20d6EdNtvUs&h=AT0OqzendOt6aaPmhrljihGwj4Pmd0nYHy7cyeiYxiKNuOPCFfGTp9wCTxT9YsEHfLiFqnc8nCIJRSKcMxcdZh1kSXkoPi0D4mNfnND7r-H6jAG6PSehXquCBle3H6WrvAvm3mY&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FIASWIinfo%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR01QR4GDSJ76IXTIj0NuiOii0cEpGGm2oajgV05GcDDW_TX91zhFvP3iiQ&h=AT3Iq8Pwn1Ob6Hw3LoH7S77dmrXmWz1SrO_Go0viXmvqfjWxzQ55AwRccOD1Y11Vik_XbJW3wPdvVD4N-A6q4KVwiwuwCPGCChXU5oImCz9aScCLGNI17r8JPiNYSIdVFuK4I7o&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.petitions.net%2Ffree_imprisoned_trade_unionists_in_iran%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0esFKMmQU8LMN-jIiih7l0caPQObzDJmRXmXzhCoAAXhGC9KgkX8XE-8U&h=AT2lu6HYxJtKm89MVRXFG4Gb-_FGA-tJCMxe6FRnn_LAAwD-7183KNM1IxURvHF7ad21lGgXk1hA36_9VqnVCAsx3iIgY_xvsBfbboXA83wLEPYBM1WyHakbf_vMx7r2jTo-d9s&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.embassypages.com%2Firan%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3fTeyXC2XOBXxjve8V4vKm38BxUJxkGq5-UFc54J0xd4e4c3LrSTcSW64&h=AT0cAZg4UIKcXIsdNhTFyZqq2RsWbIqEV_kbXzfIGJ_qvRDg3fI8ee8G9HEFC3uQ8NZ7u6wBJD7E7x8aGV0rfdkCY8TFaAXqXQxcWX3qUIc_yhhby5xXx9gv9ZPzW0GoQZB92tQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
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Recently, the Ministry of Intelligence, after arresting some of the most well-known and experienced union activists, in a ridiculous statement linked 

the arrestees and the Coordinating Council to the two arrested French nationals (reportedly Ms. Cecile Kohler, a teacher and a member of the French 

teachers’ trade unions, and her husband, Jacques Paris, a retired elementary school teacher) and claimed that they sought to cause riot and unrest in 

Iran through trade union activists. The Intelligence Ministry have not asked themselves at all why teachers have protested most peacefully in the last 

twenty years if they are seeking to create unrest. 

In another desperate attempt, in a tv show, broadcasted by the Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting, they named some of Iran's most honorable 

teachers (Rasoul Bodaghi, Eskandar Lotfi, Shaban Mohammadi, and Masoud Nikkhah) who have a long and clear background of trade union 

activities as being involved in this alleged conspiracy. 

The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations, while condemning these actions of the intelligence forces and the state-run 

television (IRIB) of the Islamic Republic of Iran, would like to convey a few points to our esteemed teachers and the honorable people of Iran: 

1. According to the laws of the Islamic Republic, prior to a public court trial with the presence of the accused and the observance of full legal rules, 

it is forbidden to name and dishonor the dignity of individuals through the media. However, the IRIB has a long and shameful history in this regard, 

in a way that the reporters actually play the role of interrogators, but are a whole lot worse. But the subtle point is that the honorable people of Iran 

are well acquainted with this method; one can imagine that in the next few days, in order to complete this shameful and baseless fabricated tv-show, 

the two French nationals will probably be forced to appear on television and confess that their purpose in traveling to Iran was to divert teacher’s 

protests towards rioting.  

2. A brief look at the resumes of the French detainees shows that they are trade union activists, independent of the French government, and are 

deeply opposed to the French government's education and labour policies. It is ridiculous and preposterous that innocent citizens of another country, 

who are not part of that countries’ ruling institutions, are being taken hostage and used as a pretext for repressing Iranian teachers and taking 

revenge on the Iranian trade union activists.  

3. For the past twenty years, these well-known union activists (Bodaqi, Lotfi, Nikkhah, Mohammadi) have been pursuing demands of the teachers 

including demands related to the Article 30 of the Constitution. The IRIB has reported in a way to project that these teachers’ activists have just 

joined the ranks of teachers and intended to create a riot in collaboration with the foreigners. The arrested teachers, in reality, have a twenty-year 

history of campaigning for union demands, and their activities have been carried out in accordance with Article 27 of the Constitution. 

It is clear to everyone that the teachers’ protests are focused on the trade union demands that have been expressed in the slogans, speeches and 

resolutions of the demonstrators: all these repute claims made by the baseless IRIB Report.  

4. It seems that the Ministry of Intelligence has three main aims in making these baseless accusations: 

First, to target the most popular, well-known and influential trade union activists by fabricating a baseless case against them. 

Second, to accuse the Coordinating Council, which has been and continues to be the only authority in the teachers' national protest movement, of 

instigating riot and taking directions from foreign elements.  

Third, given the emptiness of the treasury of the country caused by the unbridled looting, these two arrested French nationals would be used in their 

dealing with the French government for certain concessions. 

In the meantime, the victims of implementation of this immoral project, are Iranian teachers who have dedicated their lives to years of activism for 

the quality public education in Iran and the realization of the rights of teachers and students. 

 

The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations, while strongly supporting all the arrested teachers and rejecting all baseless 

charges against them, expects that all of them be released as soon as possible and unconditionally, or that their trial be held in public, in accordance 

with Article 165 of the Constitution so that the honorable people of Iran can judge for themselves. 

Despite the anti-teacher behavior of some of the Iranian leaders, we hope that due to the prevailing conditions in the country, the rest of the ruling 

leaders reconsider their approaches, and instead of perusing the line of repression, meet the demands of the teaching community, and put an end to 

making such theatrical and shameful projects against teachers and put aside wishful thinking of being able to eliminate Iranian teacher trade union 

activities.  

The Coordinating Council of Iranian Teachers’ Trade Associations 

May 19, 2022 

@kashowra  

Statement by the Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company: Condemn trumped-up charges, frame- up, arrests and spreading lies 

by the Intelligence Ministry and other repressive forces! 

We demand immediate and unconditional release of all imprisoned labour and teacher activists arrested in recent days 

The struggles of the working class in Iran for a humane life, the right to freedom of expression and to achieve their most basic violated rights, have 

not only been diminished during the COVID-19 pandemic, but have also taken on wider dimensions. The nationwide protests by teachers for the 

right to free public education and the right to organize, for wages above the poverty line, and for the release of imprisoned teachers across the 

country, with the support of students and the whole society, have not stopped even for a moment. 

In recent days, we have once again witnessed the wave of arrests of labour activists, teachers, civil right defenders and artists. Despite widespread 

repression, numerous arrests and reports of many people being killed by police and security forces, nationwide protests is going on in Iran by the 

working and oppressed people, against the ravaging inflation, corruption, looting of public assets, rampant injustices and the violation of the most 

basic human rights. 

The intelligence, judicial and executive authorities of the government, incapable of giving any humane and responsible response to the just demands 

of the working class and the deprived and oppressed people of Iran, are increasingly pursuing their usual solutions, namely repression, prosecution, 

arresting, Trumped-up national security charges, frame- up and spreading lies. 

Although the Intelligence Ministry has not yet officially made public the names of the recent detainees and their charges, their agents are busy 

spreading false and completely baseless news and rumours on their virtual networks against the arrested labour and teacher activists.  
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Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company (Vahed Syndicate), as part of the independent labour movement in Iran, has a full right 

and duty to be in solidarity with all sections of the working class in Iran and around the world. In the spirit of international solidarity, we defend our 

relations with labour organizations and workers in other parts of the world and consider it as our absolute right. 

Tehran bus workers’ syndicate condemns any charges and also spreading lies against its members, including Reza Shahabi, arrested on May 12, 

2022, and other labour and teacher detainees. We demand immediate and unconditional release of all imprisoned labour, teacher and social activists 

arrested in recent days, including Reza Shahabi, Anisha Asadollahi, Reyhaneh Ansarinejad, Keyvan Mohtadi, as well as May Day  

detained teachers including Rasoul Badaghi, Jafar Ebrahimi, Eskandar Lotfi, Mohammad Habibi, Mohsen Omrani, Shaban Mohammadi, Masoud 

Nikkhah, Mahmoud Malaki, Reza Amanifar, Asghar Hajeb and Hadi Sadeghzadeh. 

Freedom of association, expression, assembly, protest, strike, and class and international solidarity are among the most universally recognized rights 

of trade unions and labour activists. These fundamental freedoms, enshrined in ILO conventions and other international conventions, are binding on 

the Islamic Republic of Iran. The continuous violations of these fundamental rights by the Iranian government only intensifies public disgust 

towards the oppressors. 

 

The Tehran bus workers’ union, as an affiliate of the International Transport Workers’ 

Federation (ITF), is part of the global public sector workers' movement. We call on all 

workers in the world and international labour organizations to put the maximum pressures on 

the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran, during the upcoming International Labour 

Conferences, on May 27 to June 11, 2022, and through other necessary measures, in relation 

to the repression and detention of teachers and other labour activists in Iran including the 

above mentioned detainees.  

Baseless national Security charges against labour activists and teachers and activists of 

student movements and egalitarian and equity seeking movements in Iran have a long history 

and have not affected the will of the independent labour movement in Iran in any way. 

Therefore, we remind the authorities not to test the patience of the working class and the deprived people of Iran. Release all detained worker 

activists and teachers immediately and unconditionally! 

Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company (Vahed Syndicate) hereby announces its national and international campaign for the 

release of Reza Shahabi and other detainees since May Day. We will not stop this campaign until total annulment of all false accusations and 

Trumped-up charges against them and their unconditional release. We call on all trade unions, labour rights defenders, and social activists in Iran 

and around the world to consciously expose, with full tact and coordination, the security services’ conspiracies and support us in putting an end to 

these kinds of shameful and dirty politics against activists of workers’ and progressive movements. 

News about our Syndicate and information about this campaign will be announced publicly via our Telegram channel, Instagram and the official 

email of the union. 

Join us in this campaign! 

Free all jailed workers, teachers and trade unionists! 

Syndicate of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs Bus Company (Vahed Syndicate)  

Monday, May 16, 2022 

https://t.me/vahedsyndica  

https://instagram.com  

www.vahedsyndica.com  

vsyndica@gmail.com  

For more information, please International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran (IASWI): 

info@workers-iran.org;  

www.workers-iran.org; for regular updates, please refer to the IASWI’s Twitter and Facebook accounts and our main website in Farsi: 

https://etehadbinalmelali.com/  

https://twitter.com/IASWIinfo  

https://www.facebook.com/IASWI  

#Iran #Iranian #IranProtests #LabourMovement #teachers 

Education International ITF - International Transport Workers' Federation CUPE SCFP International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran 

Amnesty International  

       Dozens of Teachers Arrested in Iran                                      

During Workers’ Day Protests 
May 2, 2022 

Iranian security forces arrested at least 28 teachers in the four days leading up to international workers’ day, between April 28 and May 1, 2022, 

according to the Iranian Teachers Trade Unions Coordination Council (ITTUCC). 

Multiple activists from other labor sectors were also arrested or summoned in Iran ahead of May Day, while labor affairs reporter Asal 

Mohammadi was informed that an appeals court had upheld her one-year prison sentence. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ft.me%2Fvahedsyndica%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2PxTWeKel94jGL2hNA_xl5byArpk6BxQI_yLHej2iaaVlGH7MdL4ylCGY&h=AT2ilyCghbvKFRGQEgUb09qlLkwX3dBTopA1KdVGT_0nvo631DMgaKTtNfl-zIfMxx5JLTxwsMAJQbdFtvizNr4wzR9-cRmlC4xE88NsuvgF5fwb1oj8ykTp0eb83Qg8YIZDZb0&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0SHUw8BQqKiqMFavL8HFv3RN0ti4CiS0U25qsSRAhHrDqdCQwaDUyUu1Y&h=AT1P3ToTatQPFCf77JgSQBcDDvHdKxJudhpmFsJJ7R_Z1LfDyC8mMLLMpu74fdRrUm9aXW-UvoOTF7gFqWtKE76qRpdtyx3-xMgDayjLBupWyCXSaWXMGX8esOIJSr-euVhxzGk&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.vahedsyndica.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3WFLIOlOFpovKwj-aOve_KXAHKhFt5i-CIFGQxXSroWpNtpxlJZSeG5sA&h=AT2QOeJDTokkt63v4I7iqFR9nhWupcZcHB2NWzlFdR9HTYpuWcn9lZqd-YjXrTb7NIXaD_rvBKZk9vmFWEAKxeQZs-Yv0QWIawBJHRCDu0lvCElX4TRKFK1VqKjKegurFhm2ol8&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.workers-iran.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0-MME_rG-eHwi2ThQM2j-mdDEa8fxNoQhw_9wBMsAYH9Lennvpx58rkpw&h=AT0j1Y4IBJAVO4GLKVWZKhbWpq7XJgsLtP_9uJHlSyxnEi42ju4C4VcTdm2iQ-jiqIOAmdKuvrF32rZNNVkzF6aFwiZpZ1ndPP1LuB8kojNevKeHy6ik0BlMdmPicE7LIoY5Hno&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fetehadbinalmelali.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0eGM8EZtf0EYjEYOHjgbe5yoWhQAfAMBGF2sQRM4YMdVlWk2EN7CC3rVc&h=AT0OqzendOt6aaPmhrljihGwj4Pmd0nYHy7cyeiYxiKNuOPCFfGTp9wCTxT9YsEHfLiFqnc8nCIJRSKcMxcdZh1kSXkoPi0D4mNfnND7r-H6jAG6PSehXquCBle3H6WrvAvm3mY&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FIASWIinfo%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0fPc1O8NQzJXczcpClebM9iLpdk7Lue9IELgCENTJRH1FhIy9pTjXj3F4&h=AT3Iq8Pwn1Ob6Hw3LoH7S77dmrXmWz1SrO_Go0viXmvqfjWxzQ55AwRccOD1Y11Vik_XbJW3wPdvVD4N-A6q4KVwiwuwCPGCChXU5oImCz9aScCLGNI17r8JPiNYSIdVFuK4I7o&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2ED1xNeh79AuHqQDgK3HyIQnfljPPNQhDkd2O1ForkkbPJOiXRrUCNAdtDqQdFBVWiQY2rjqnwSNjDPkJyoRAuLQkA4932DknHG_Mvy0GIJR-czDsTBDndUj6jI_NmXky0Sfxl7nmAlHHaFFRigZt9FlA4AVsB5wfMt9-mmsOyxKhF1lkoFprSxPqh4DMw5clP4OyCTg
https://www.facebook.com/IASWI/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iran?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iranian?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iranprotests?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/labourmovement?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/teachers?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/educationinternational/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ITFglobal/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/cupescfp?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/IASWI/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUd2cztbLN35085hEGLT2twjUvsqRHmPiRobKbrj_BC3nTLw3s3iOJPqrQzP2woc9pS8FabwPcZL8DA1bjigCXIVBDQURNm7OKNt_Ldxh776vO1Srd1Et1zKgKm9FCCjPdJ_2vzQ4aCt5Yc89U758bypsb-TOHJpK_JKWDqwqCd0Jcuaf9LgSPBs7emolZGWYY&__tn__=kK-R
https://t.me/edalatxah/16075
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2022/04/workers-day-irans-government-should-respect-not-crush-workers-rights/
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2019/12/this-verdict-means-any-protest-will-be-considered-an-act-of-violence/
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2019/12/this-verdict-means-any-protest-will-be-considered-an-act-of-violence/
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Teachers have been at the vanguard of Iran’s labor rights movements, waging large and growing peaceful protests throughout the country 

while demanding better pay and the release of their imprisoned colleagues. 

Chants by teachers heard in various Iranian cities during the May Day protests this year included: “[President] Raisi you’re a liar; what happened 

to your promises?” (Mahshahr); “They say America is our enemy. That’s a lie! Our enemy is right here!” (Shiraz); and “Imprisoned teachers must 

be freed! (Divandareh). 

The protests, which have been sprouting throughout the country for months, are strongly supported by Iranians including civil rights activists. 

On April 30, imprisoned teachers’ rights activist Esmail Abdi announced in a public statement that he would be going on hunger strike to “protest 

the prosecution of trade union activists on security charges and the increasing pressures on the families of imprisoned teachers and workers.” 

Other groups in Iran that expressed support include the Iranian Writers Association, which in a statement declared “its support for workers’ 

demands” and expressed “solidarity in their quest to gain their rightful goals, including the right to organize and exercise free speech without any 

barriers and exceptions.” 

Iran is a signatory to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which mandates in Articles 21 and 22 freedom of association and 

guarantees the right to form trade unions, to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which guarantees in Article 8 the 

right of workers to form or join trade unions and protects their right to strike, and to the International Labor Union’s Declaration on Fundamental 

Principles, which also guarantees these rights. 

Yet independent labor unions are not recognized, strikers are often fired and risk arrest, and labor leaders are prosecuted under catchall national 

security charges and sentencd to long prison terms. 

“The determination of Iranian workers to voice their legitimate demands despite the state’s relentless attempts to crush them demonstrates the 

urgency of their situation,” said H. Ghaemi, executive director of the Center for Human Rights in Iran. 

CHRI has called on the international community, including the International Labor Organization, the UN Human Rights Council, and the special 

rapporteur on Iran, as well as other relevant UN special procedures to speak out strongly in support of Iranian workers. 

For more information about the political, judicial and security conditions in Iran in the last two years, which has 

been the field of international solidarity with the fighters in Iran, in this section, parts of news, reports, appeals, 

petitions, etc., published by Amnesty International. We also bring them in chronological order: 
 

 

   Amputation is judicially-sanctioned torture and therefore                                      

a crime under international law 

 
Diana Eltahawy, Deputy Director for the Middle East and North Africa 

“These amputations are particularly harrowing displays of the Iranian authorities’ contempt for human rights and dignity. Amputation is judicially-

sanctioned torture and, therefore, a crime under international law, and all those who were involved in ordering or implementing these corporal 

punishments should be prosecuted in fair trials,” said Diana Eltahawy, Amnesty International’s Deputy Director for the Middle East and North 

Africa. 

“At least eight other prisoners in Iran are currently at risk of having their fingers amputated. With impunity rife in Iran, more and more people will 

be subjected to this unspeakably cruel punishment unless the international community takes action. We call on all member states of the UN to 

forcefully condemn and do everything in their power to pressure the Iranian authorities to immediately abolish corporal punishments. We further 

urge all states to exercise universal jurisdiction to criminally investigate and prosecute Iranian officials suspected of criminal responsibility for such 

crimes under international law.” 

With impunity rife in Iran, more and more people will be subjected to this unspeakably cruel punishment unless the international 

community takes action. 

Pouya Torabi and Sayed Barat Hosseini were sentenced in separate cases to amputation about three years ago after criminal courts in Semnan and 

Kermanshah, respectively, convicted them of theft. According to an informed source interviewed by Amnesty International, both amputation 

sentences were carried out at a clinic inside Evin prison in the presence of multiple officials, including the prosecutor of Tehran, the associate 

prosecutor (dadyar) of Evin prison, the judge overseeing the implementation of sentences in Evin prison, the head of Evin prison and the chief 

doctor at the prison medical clinic. 

The same source told Amnesty International that before amputating Sayed Barat Hosseini’s fingers, authorities told him he could pay to “freeze” the 

fingers and then have them surgically reattached. Sayed Barat Hosseini did not have the money to pay for this. 

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2022/02/interview-suppressing-teachers-protests-would-be-a-great-risk-for-irans-government/
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2021/12/teachers-across-iran-protest-for-fair-pay-release-of-jailed-colleagues/
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2022/02/interview-suppressing-teachers-protests-would-be-a-great-risk-for-irans-government/
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2020/06/prominent-teachers-rights-activist-facing-additional-years-in-prison/
https://t.me/kanoon_nevisandegane_iran/841
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-civil-and-political-rights
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-covenant-economic-social-and-cultural-rights
https://www.ilo.org/declaration/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/declaration/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2022/04/workers-day-irans-government-should-respect-not-crush-workers-rights/
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After having his fingers cut off, Sayed Barat Hosseini immediately lost consciousness due to blood loss and severe pain and was transferred to a 

hospital outside prison. He was returned to prison three days later, before he had recovered from his ordeal, and his wounds became infected. After 

weeks of being denied adequate treatment, a further trip to hospital followed in mid-July, but he was returned to jail the same day. He has since  

been held in isolation in Evin prison without contact with the outside world, in an attempt to prevent news of his punishment and current ill health 

emerging. 

Both Sayed Barat Hosseini and Pouya Torabi were transferred to Evin from provincial prisons for the implementation of their amputation sentences. 

In April, a special guillotine machine was installed in Evin to centralize the implementation of amputation sentences issued across the country. 

The victims of judicial amputations in Iran are overwhelmingly from impoverished backgrounds and lack legal representation of their choosing. It is 

extremely difficult for victims and their families to alert human rights organizations and media of looming amputations due to threats of reprisal 

from Iranian authorities, who enforce silence and secrecy around the imposition and implementation of amputation sentences. 

Amnesty International renews its calls on the Iranian authorities to immediately abolish, in law and in practice, all forms of corporal punishment. 

They must halt all planned amputations, and grant Pouya Torabi, Sayed Barat Hosseini and all other victims of judicial amputation access to 

effective remedies and reparation for harm suffered, including restitution, compensation and rehabilitation. 

Background 

In June 2022, Amnesty International warned that the Iranian authorities were preparing to amputate the fingers of eight other men, including Hadi 

Rostami, Mehdi Sharfian and Mehdi Shahivand. 

According to the Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre, since January 2000, the Iranian authorities have amputated the fingers of at least 131 men. 

Cruel and inhuman corporal punishments constitute torture, which is prohibited under Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (ICCPR), to which Iran is a state party. Despite this, Iran’s Islamic Penal Code provides for various corporal punishments amounting to 

torture, including amputation flogging, blinding, crucifixion and stoning. 

The law states that for certain types of theft, those convicted shall “have four fingers on their right hands completely cut off so that only the palm of 

their hands and their thumbs are left”. 

Iranian law requires that a physician be present during the implementation of corporal punishments, in direct violation of ethical guidelines and 

international standards which expressly prohibit health providers’ involvement in torture. 

The Iranian authorities have consistently defended amputation as the best way to deter theft, and have expressed regret that it cannot be practiced in 

public because of international condemnation. 

 

Iran: Swedish-Iranian doctor held hostage                                                          

and at risk of retaliatory execution 
 

There is mounting evidence to indicate that Iranian authorities are committing the crime of hostage-taking against Ahmadreza Djalali, a Swedish-

Iranian academic who is at risk of imminent execution in Tehran’s Evin prison, Amnesty International said today. Detailed research and 

analysis by the organization raise serious concerns that the Iranian authorities are threatening to execute Ahmadreza Djalali to compel Belgium and 

Sweden to hand over two imprisoned former officials, and to deter them and others from future prosecutions of Iranian officials. 

The two former officials are Asadollah Asadi, a former Iranian diplomat, who is serving a 20-year prison sentence in Belgium for his role in a 

thwarted  2018 bomb attack in France; and Hamid Nouri, a former prison official, who is on trial in Sweden for his alleged involvement in Iran’s 

1988 prison massacres, with the outcome expected on 14 July. 

  “The Iranian authorities are using Ahmadreza Djalali’s life as a pawn in a cruel political game, escalating their threats to execute him in retaliation 

for their demands going unmet. The authorities are attempting to pervert the course of justice in Sweden and Belgium, and should be investigated 

for the crime of hostage taking,” said Diana Eltahawy, Amnesty International’s Deputy Director for the Middle East and North Africa. 

“The Iranian authorities must halt any plans to execute Ahmadreza Djalali, release him immediately and offer reparations for the harm they have 

caused him.”  

Breach of Hostages Convention 

Iran, Sweden and Belgium are all parties to the International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages, which criminalizes acts of hostage-taking 

committed by state and non-state actors. The Convention defines hostage-taking as the detention of any person accompanied by threats to kill, injure 

or continue to detain them, unless certain conditions are met by a third party. The conditions may be set explicitly or implicitly. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5623/2022/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5623/2022/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/1406/2019/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/9421/2018/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/9421/2018/en/


 

 
 

 

Page 28           No. 165            15th August 2022 

Amnesty International’s research shows that, regardless of the Iranian authorities’ initial motivations for arbitrarily detaining Ahmadreza Djalali in 

April 2016, since at least late 2020, the situation transformed into one of hostage-taking when Asadollah Asadi’s trial in Belgium began. 

The Iranian authorities are using Ahmadreza Djalali’s life as a pawn in a cruel political game, escalating their threats to execute him in 

retaliation for their demands going unmet. 

Diana Eltahawy, Amnesty International. 

 

government surgery and sterilization 

The military continued to characterize homosexuality as a “perversion”. Military exemption cards issued to gay and transgender individuals 

indirectly disclosed their sexual orientation or gender identity without their consent, putting them at risk of violence. 

Ethnic minorities 

Ethnic minorities, including Ahwazi Arabs, Azerbaijani Turks, Baluchis, Kurds and Turkmen, faced discrimination, curtailing their access to 

education, employment and political office. Despite repeated calls for linguistic diversity, Persian remained the sole language of instruction in 

primary and secondary education. 

Ethnic minorities remained disproportionately affected by death sentences imposed for vague charges such as “enmity against God”. The authorities 

secretly executed those convicted of such charges and refused to return their bodies to their families, as in the cases of four Ahwazi Arab men in 

March and a Kurdish man, Heidar Ghorbani, in December.7 At least 20 Kurdish men remained on death row after being convicted of such charges. 

The authorities refused to cease and provide accountability for the unlawful killing of scores of unarmed Kurdish cross-border couriers (kulbars) 

between the Kurdistan regions of Iran and Iraq, and of unarmed Baluchi fuel porters (soukhtbar) in Sistan and Baluchestan province.8 

More than 200 Kurds, including dissidents and civil society activists, were swept up in two waves of arbitrary arrests in January and July-

August.9 Most were released after weeks or months of being forcibly disappeared or detained incommunicado, while several remained in prison and 

several others were sentenced to imprisonment. 

Religious minorities 

Religious minorities, including Baha’is, Christians, Gonabadi Dervishes, Jews, Yaresan and Sunni Muslims, suffered discrimination in law and 

practice, including in access to education, employment, child adoption, political office and places of worship, as well as arbitrary detention, and 

torture and other ill-treatment for professing or practising their faith. 

People born to parents classified as Muslim by the authorities remained at risk of arbitrary detention, torture or the death penalty for “apostasy” if 

they adopted other religions or atheist beliefs. 

Members of the Baha’i minority suffered widespread and systematic violations, including arbitrary detention, torture and other ill-treatment, 

enforced disappearance, forcible closure of businesses, confiscation of property, house demolitions, destruction of cemeteries, and hate speech by 

officials and state media, and were banned from higher education. In April, authorities prevented Baha’is from burying their loved ones in empty 

plots at a cemetery near Tehran, insisting they bury them between existing graves or at the nearby Khavaran mass grave site related to the 1988 

prison massacres; authorities lifted the ban after a public outcry.10 In June, security forces demolished around 50 Baha’i homes in the village of Ivel 

in Mazandaran province as part of a long-standing campaign to expel them from the region. 

In January, parliament further undermined the right to freedom of religion and belief by introducing two articles to the Penal Code that prescribe up 

to five years’ imprisonment and/or a fine for “insulting Iranian ethnicities, divine religions or Islamic denominations” or for engaging in “deviant 

educational or proselytizing activity contradicting … Islam”. In July, three Christian converts were sentenced to lengthy imprisonment on this basis. 

Several Gonabadi Dervishes remained unjustly imprisoned, including in connection with a peaceful protest that authorities violently quashed in 

2018. One of them, Behnam Mahjoubi, died in custody on 21 February following months of torture and other ill-treatment, including deliberate 

denial of adequate medical care. 

Authorities continued to raid house churches. 

Right to health 

The authorities’ response to Covid-19 was marked by a lack of transparency and failure to address shortages of vaccines, hospital beds, oxygen 

supplies and nurses. 

Iran launched its Covid-19 vaccination programme in February, but given the Supreme Leader’s January decision to ban vaccines produced in the 

UK and USA, by August less than 6% of the population had been vaccinated. The ban was lifted in August and over 80% of the population had 

received the first dose of the vaccine by the end of the year. 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-8
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-9
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-10
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-11
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The authorities failed to devise a national strategy to ensure timely and equitable access to Covid-19 vaccines for thousands of undocumented 

Afghan nationals, with local officials in some provinces establishing special vaccination centres for this group from October. 

In some cities, mobile vaccination teams were dispatched to informal settlements and areas where people experiencing homelessness were living, 

but outreach remained uneven nationally. 

The vaccination of prisoners did not start until August. 

Six people were arbitrarily arrested in August and tried on spurious national security charges in October solely for meeting to discuss possible legal 

action over the authorities’ failure to ensure access to Covid-19 vaccines. 

Death penalty 

The death penalty was imposed after unfair trials, including for offences not meeting the threshold of the “most serious crimes” such as drug-

trafficking and financial corruption, and for acts not internationally recognized as crimes. Death sentences were used as a weapon of repression 

against protesters, dissidents and ethnic minorities. 

Yousef Mehrdad and Saadollah Fazeli in Arak were sentenced to death for “insulting the Prophet”. 

Sajad Sanjari, arrested when aged 15, and Arman Abdolali, arrested when aged 17, were executed in August and November, respectively. Over 80 

people remained on death row for offences that occurred when they were children. 

Impunity 

The authorities continued to cover up the number of those killed during November 2019 protests, dismissed complaints by victims’ families, and 

praised security forces for the crackdown. Throughout the year, security forces dispersed peaceful gatherings of relatives seeking justice and beat 

and temporarily detained them. Manouchehr Bakhtiari, the father of a killed protester, was detained in April and sentenced to imprisonment in July 

for denouncing impunity. 

The trial of Hamid Nouri, arrested in Sweden for alleged involvement in prison massacres in 1988, began in August under the principle of universal 

jurisdiction. Consistent with long-standing patterns of denial and distortion, Iran’s foreign affairs ministry described the trial as a “plot” concocted 

by “terrorists” that relied on “fake documentation and witnesses”. 

The authorities continued to conceal the truth surrounding the January 2020 shooting down of Flight 752 by the Revolutionary Guards, which killed 

176 people, and harassed, arbitrarily detained, tortured or otherwise ill-treated bereaved relatives for seeking justice. In November, the prosecution 

of 10 low-ranking officials before a military court in Tehran started behind closed doors amid grievances by victims’ relatives about the impunity 

afforded to top military and executive officials. 

1. “Iran: Ebrahim Raisi must be investigated for crimes against humanity”, 19 June 

2.  Iran: Rights Groups: Iranian Dissidents Remain at Risk Worldwide Without International Action (Index: MDE 13/4480/2021), 19 July 

3.  “Iran: Security forces use live ammunition and birdshot to crush Khuzestan protests”, 23 July; “Iran: Security forces use ruthless force,   .       .      

mass arrests and torture to crush peaceful protests”, 11 August                                                                                                                                                        

4.  “Iran: Leaked video footage from Evin prison offers rare glimpse of cruelty against prisoners”, 25 August     

5.  “Iran: A decade of deaths in custody unpunished amid systemic impunity for torture”, 15 September                    

6. Iran: Murder of 20-year-old Gay Man Highlights Urgent Need to Protect LGBTI Rights (Index: MDE 13/4129/2021), 17 May                                                    

7.  Iran: Four Ahwazi Arab men secretly executed (Index: MDE 13/3864/2021), 18 March      

8. “Iran: Unlawful killings of destitute fuel porters must be independently investigated”, 2 March     

9. Iran: Joint Statement: Urgent International Action Needed to Secure Release of Kurdish Activists and Others Arbitrarily Detained in  .  . . . . . . .  

Iran (Index: MDE 13/3624/2021), 3 February                                                                                                                                                             .  .                . 

10.“Iran: Stop destruction of mass grave site and allow dignified burials of persecuted Baha’is”, 29 April      

     July 27, 2022 

    Iran: Horrific wave of executions must be stopped 

The Iranian authorities have embarked on an execution spree, killing at least 251 people between 1 January and 30 June 2022, according to research 

by the Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre for Human Rights in Iran and Amnesty International. The organizations warned that if executions continue 

at this horrifying pace, they will soon surpass the total of 314 executions recorded for the whole of 2021. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/06/iran-ebrahim-raisi-must-be-investigated-for-crimes-against-humanity/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/4480/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/iran-security-forces-use-live-ammunition-and-birdshot-to-crush-khuzestan-protests/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/iran-security-forces-use-ruthless-force-mass-arrests-and-torture-to-crush-peaceful-protests/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/iran-security-forces-use-ruthless-force-mass-arrests-and-torture-to-crush-peaceful-protests/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/iran-leaked-video-footage-from-evin-prison-offers-rare-glimpse-of-cruelty-against-prisoners/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/09/iran-a-decade-of-deaths-in-custody-unpunished-amid-systemic-impunity-for-torture/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/4129/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3864/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/03/iran-unlawful-killings-of-destitute-fuel-porters-must-be-independently-investigated/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3624/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3624/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/04/iran-stop-destruction-of-mass-grave-site-and-allow-dignified-burials-of-persecuted-bahais/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
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Most (146) of those executed in 2022 had been convicted of murder, amid well-documented patterns of executions being systematically carried out 

following grossly unfair trials. At least 86 others were executed for drug-related offences which, according to international law, should not incur the 

death penalty. On 23 July, the authorities executed one man in public in Fars province, after a halt in public executions for two years during the 

pandemic. 

“During the first six months of 2022, the Iranian authorities executed at least one person a day on average. The state machinery is carrying out 

killings on a mass scale across the country in an abhorrent assault on the right to life. Iran’s staggering execution toll for the first half of this year has 

chilling echoes of 2015 when there was another shocking spike,” said Diana Eltahawy, Deputy Regional Director for the Middle East and North 

Africa at Amnesty International. 

“The renewed surge in executions, including in public, shows yet again just how out of step Iran is with the rest of the world, with 144 

countries having rejected the death penalty in law or practice. The Iranian authorities must immediately establish an official moratorium on 

executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty completely,” said Roya Boroumand, Executive Director of Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre, 

an Iranian human rights organization. 

The figures compiled by Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre and Amnesty International draw from a variety of sources, including prisoners, relatives 

of those executed, human rights defenders, journalists, and reports by state media as well as independent media outlets and human rights 

organizations. 

The real number is likely higher, given the secrecy around the number of death sentences the authorities impose and carry out. 

Mass executions in prisons 

Information gathered shows that since early 2022, the authorities have regularly carried out mass executions across Iran. 

On 15 June 2022, authorities in Raja’i Shahr prison in Alborz province executed at least 12 people. This followed the mass execution of at least 12 

people on 6 June 2022 in Zahedan prison in Sistan and Baluchistan province. 

On 14 May 2022, the authorities executed nine people: three in Zahedan prison, one in Vakilabad prison in Khorasan-e Razavi province, four in 

Adelabad prison in Fars province, and one in Dastgerd prison in Esfahan province. 

The state machinery is carrying out killings on a mass scale across the country in an abhorrent assault on the right to life.                               

 According to an informed source interviewed by Amnesty International in June 2022, since early 2022, authorities in Raja’i Shahr prison, which 

has one of the largest numbers of people on death row, have been executing five people each week on average, with up to 10 executions carried out 

some weeks. The figure corresponds with public letters written separately in recent months by human rights defenders Saeed Eghabli and Farhad 

Meysami who are unjustly jailed in Raja’i Shahr prison. The former referred to weekly executions of up to 10 people in Raja’i Shahr prison while 

the latter warned that the total number of executions there could surpass 200 by the end of 2022. 

 The informed source also said that Raja’i Shahr’s associate prosecutor (dadyar) recently told prisoners that the Office for the Implementation of 

Sentences had written to the families of about 530 murder victims, asking them to decide whether to pardon or seek the execution of those convicted 

of murdering their kin by late March 2023.  

The same source said repeated statements by the head of judiciary Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei and other senior judicial officials in recent months 

about the need to address prison overcrowding have raised widespread fears among prisoners that the rise in executions is related to official efforts 

to reduce prisoner numbers. The fears expressed are supported by past patterns monitored by Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre that indicate spikes 

in executions coincide with periods when the authorities make repeated public statements about their goals to address case backlogs and reduce 

overcrowding. 

Renewed surge in drug-related executions 

The execution of at least 86 people for drug-related offences in the first six months of 2022 has grim echoes of the authorities’ anti-narcotics 

practices in the years between 2010 and 2017, when most recorded executions were for drug-related offences. 

In November 2017, following intense international pressure, which included several European countries cutting off funds to anti-narcotics 

operations by Iran’s law enforcement forces, the authorities adopted some legal reforms to eliminate the death penalty for certain drug-related 

offences. 

Between 2018 and 2020, the authorities considerably reduced drug-related executions. However, in 2021, at least 132 people were executed for 

drug-related offences, accounting for 42% of overall recorded executions and representing more than a five-fold rise from 2020 (23). 

The international community, including the EU and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, must urgently undertake high-level 

interventions, calling on the Iranian authorities to end the death penalty for all drug-related offences. They must ensure that any cooperation in anti-

drug trafficking initiatives does not directly or indirectly contribute to the arbitrary deprivation of the right to life, which is the defining 

characteristic of Iran’s anti-narcotics operations. 

The Iranian authorities must immediately establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty completely. 

Roya Boroumand, Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre 
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Baluchi minority disproportionately affected 

At least 65 (26 %) of those executed since 2022 were members of Iran’s impoverished Baluchi ethnic minority, who make up about 5% of Iran’s 

population. Over half (38) were executed for drug-related offences. 

“The disproportionate use of the death penalty against Iran’s Baluchi minority epitomizes the entrenched discrimination and repression they have 

faced for decades and further highlights the inherent cruelty of the death penalty, which targets the most vulnerable populations in Iran and 

worldwide,” said Roya Boroumand. 

Abdorrahman Boroumand Centre and Amnesty International oppose the death penalty without exception regardless of the nature of the crime, the 

characteristics of the offender, or the method used by the state to kill the prisoner. The death penalty is a violation of the right to life and the ultimate 

cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. 

Background 

The number of executions in Iran in 2021 was the highest since 2017. The rise began in September 2021, after the head of judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi, 

rose to the presidency and the Supreme Leader appointed a former Minister of Intelligence, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei, as the new head of 

judiciary. 

The Iranian authorities carried out one public execution in 2022, none in 2021, one in 2020, 13 in 2019 and 13 in 2018. Official announcements 

indicate that in early 2022, at least two other people in Esfahan province and one person in Lorestan province were sentenced to be executed in 

public. 

The death penalty is imposed in Iran following trials that are systematically unfair, with torture-tainted “confessions” routinely used as evidence. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on Iran has stated that “entrenched flaws in law … mean that most, if not all, executions are an arbitrary deprivation of 

life.” 

Under Iranian law, the death penalty applies to numerous offences including financial crimes, rape and armed robbery. Activities protected by 

international human rights law such as consensual same-sex sexual conduct, extramarital sexual relations and speech deemed “insulting to the 

Prophet of Islam” as well as vaguely-worded offences such as “enmity against God” and “spreading corruption on earth” are also punishable by 

death. 

In general, the boundaries and names show                                                      

and the designations used on the maps                                                                     
do not imply any position by Amnesty International on the status of territory   

                                                         
Back to Iran 

IRAN 2021 

Thousands of people were interrogated, unfairly prosecuted and/or arbitrarily detained solely for peacefully exercising their human rights, and 

hundreds remained unjustly imprisoned. Security forces unlawfully used lethal force and birdshot to crush protests. Women, LGBTI people and 

ethnic and religious minorities faced entrenched discrimination and violence. Legislative developments further undermined sexual and reproductive 

rights, the right to freedom of religion and belief, and access to the internet. Torture and other ill-treatment, including denying prisoners adequate 

medical care, remained widespread and systematic. Authorities failed to ensure timely and equitable access to Covid-19 vaccines. Judicial 

punishments of floggings, amputations and blinding were imposed. The death penalty was used widely, including as a weapon of repression. 

Executions were carried out after unfair trials. Systemic impunity prevailed for past and ongoing crimes against humanity related to prison 

massacres in 1988 and other crimes under international law. 

Background 

The former head of Iran’s judiciary, Ebrahim Raisi, rose to the presidency in June instead of being investigated for crimes against humanity related 

to the mass enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions of 1988, reflecting systemic impunity in Iran. 

Presidential elections were held in a repressive environment with a markedly low turnout. Authorities barred women, members of religious 

minorities and critics from running, and threatened to prosecute anyone encouraging election boycott. 

Ongoing US sanctions, Covid-19 and corruption deepened Iran’s economic crisis, characterized by high inflation, job losses and low or unpaid 

wages. Strikes and rallies punctuated the year as authorities failed to prioritize adequate wages, housing, healthcare, food security and education in 

public budgets. 

 

https://www.iranrights.org/library/document/2714
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ACT5037602021ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ACT5018472020ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ACT5098702019ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.tabnak.ir/fa/news/1111213/%D8%AD%DA%A9%D9%85-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%86%D8%B5%DB%8C%D8%B1%DB%8C-%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://www.tasnimnews.com/fa/news/1401/01/21/2693856/%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%AD%DA%A9%D9%85-%D9%82%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B5-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%88%D8%B1-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D9%86%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%DB%8C-%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%AA%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%DB%8C-%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84-%D8%B4%D9%87%DB%8C%D8%AF-%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1-%D8%A8%DB%8C%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%B4%D8%AF
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/10/iran-death-penalty-used-political-tool-un-expert
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/
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Environmental experts criticized the authorities’ failure to address Iran’s environmental crisis, marked by loss of lakes, rivers and wetlands; 

deforestation; water pollution from raw sewage and industrial waste; and land sinking. 

Iran continued to provide military support to government forces in the armed conflict in Syria (see Syria entry). 

In February, a Belgian court sentenced Iranian diplomat Assadollah Asadi to 20 years’ imprisonment for his role in a thwarted bomb attack against 

a rally by an exiled Iranian opposition group in France in 2018. 

In March, the UN Human Rights Council renewed the mandate of the Special Reporter on Iran. The authorities denied him, other UN experts and 

independent observers entry to Iran. 

Freedom of expression, association and assembly 

The authorities continued to heavily suppress the rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. They banned independent political 

parties, trade unions and civil society organizations, censored media and jammed satellite television channels. 

In January, the authorities added Signal to the list of blocked social media platforms, which included Facebook, Telegram, Twitter and YouTube. 

Security and intelligence officials carried out arbitrary arrests for social media postings deemed “counter-revolutionary” or “un-Islamic”. 

The authorities imposed internet shutdowns during protests, hiding the scale of violations by security forces. In July, parliament fast-tracked 

preparations for a bill that is expected to be adopted in 2022 and which would criminalize the production and distribution of censorship 

circumvention tools and intensify surveillance. 

Several thousand men, women and children were interrogated, unfairly prosecuted and/or arbitrarily detained solely for peacefully exercising their 

rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. Among them were protesters, journalists, dissidents, artists, writers, teachers and dual 

nationals. Also among them were human rights defenders, including lawyers; women’s rights defenders; defenders of LGBTI people’s rights, labour 

rights and minority rights; environmentalists; anti-death penalty campaigners; and bereaved relatives demanding accountability, including for mass 

executions and enforced disappearances in the 1980s. Hundreds remained unjustly imprisoned at the end of the year. 

The decade-long arbitrary house arrest of former presidential candidates Mehdi Karroubi and Mir Hossein Mousavi, and the latter’s wife, Zahra 

Rahnavard, continued. 

Dissidents and journalists based abroad faced intensified threats, and their families in Iran were interrogated and/or arbitrarily detained in reprisal 

for their work. In July, US prosecution authorities charged four Iranian agents for conspiring to abduct Iranian-US journalist Masih Alinejad from 

US soil. In August, intelligence officials interrogated the relatives of exiled Kurdish human rights defender Arsalan Yarahmadi and threatened him 

with death. Iranian-Swedish dissident Habib Chaab and Iranian-German dissident Jamshid Sharmahd, who had previously been abducted abroad and 

returned to Iran, remained at risk of the death penalty. 

Security forces deployed unlawful force, including live ammunition and birdshot, to crush mostly peaceful protests. In July, at least 11 people were 

shot dead during protests over water shortages in Khuzestan and Lorestan provinces and scores were injured. On 26 November, security forces fired 

metal pellets to disperse protests over water mismanagement in Esfahan, leading to scores of people, including children, being blinded or sustaining 

other serious eye injuries. 

Over 700 petrochemical workers were unjustly dismissed for participating in nationwide strikes in June. 

Torture and other ill-treatment 

Torture and other ill-treatment remained widespread and systematic, especially during interrogation. Torture-tainted “confessions” were broadcast 

on state television and consistently used to issue convictions. 

Prison and prosecution authorities, working under the judiciary, held prisoners in cruel and inhuman conditions characterized by overcrowding, 

poor sanitation, inadequate food and water, insufficient beds, poor ventilation and insect infestation, and denied many of them adequate medical 

care, placing them at greater risk of Covid-19. 

Increasingly, the authorities transferred women prisoners of conscience to squalid conditions in prisons far from their families in reprisal for 

continuing to denounce human rights violations while imprisoned. 

Leaked surveillance footage from Tehran’s Evin prison in August showed prison officials beating, sexually harassing and otherwise torturing or ill-

treating prisoners.  

At least 24 prisoners died in suspicious circumstances involving allegations of torture or other ill-treatment, including the denial of adequate 

medical care.5 

The Penal Code retained punishments violating the prohibition of torture and other ill-treatment, including flogging, blinding, amputation, 

crucifixion and stoning. In February, Hadi Rostami was flogged 60 times in Urumieh prison in reprisal for his hunger strikes against repeated threats 

that his amputation sentence would be implemented. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-6
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Hadi Atazadeh died in Ahar prison in September after being flogged. 

In October, a court in Tehran sentenced a man to be blinded in one eye under the principle of “retribution-in-kind” (qesas) for assault. 

At least 152 people were sentenced to flogging, according to the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center. 

Discrimination 

Women and girls 

Women faced discrimination in law and practice, including in relation to marriage, divorce, employment, inheritance and political office. 

Discriminatory compulsory veiling laws led to daily harassment, arbitrary detention, torture and other ill-treatment, and denial of access to 

education, employment and public spaces. At least six women’s rights defenders remained imprisoned for campaigning against compulsory veiling. 

Parliament further undermined the right to sexual and reproductive health by adopting the bill “Youthful population and protection of the family” in 

November which, among other things, bans state-funded facilities from providing birth control free of charge; requires pharmacies to sell 

contraception only with a prescription; bans vasectomy and tubectomy except when pregnancy would endanger a woman’s life or lead to serious 

physical harm or unbearable hardship during pregnancy or after labour; and suppresses access to prenatal screening tests. 

The parliamentary Social Commission approved the long-standing bill “Defending dignity and protecting women against violence” in July after 

regressive amendments by the judiciary. The bill, which awaited final approval, contains welcome provisions, including the establishment of special 

police units, safe houses and a national working group to devise strategies to tackle violence against women and girls. However, it fails to define 

domestic violence as a separate offence, criminalize marital rape and child marriage, or ensure men who murder their wives or daughters face 

proportionate punishments. In cases of domestic violence, the bill prioritizes reconciliation over accountability. 

The legal age of marriage for girls stayed at 13, and fathers could obtain judicial permission for their daughters to be married at a younger age. 

According to official figures, between March 2020 and March 2021, the marriages of 31,379 girls aged between 10 and 14 were registered, 

representing a 10.5% increase over the previous year. 

LGBTI people 

The murder in May of Alireza Fazeli Monfared, who self-identified as a non-binary gay man, highlighted how the criminalization of consensual 

same-sex sexual conduct and gender non-conformity with punishments ranging from flogging to the death penalty perpetuated violence and 

discrimination against LGBTI people.6 

State-endorsed “conversion therapies” amounting to torture or other ill-treatment remained prevalent, including against children. 

Gender non-conforming individuals risked criminalization unless they sought a legal gender change, which required gender reassignment surgery 

and sterilization. 

The military continued to characterize homosexuality as a “perversion”. Military exemption cards issued to gay and transgender individuals 

indirectly disclosed their sexual orientation or gender identity without their consent, putting them at risk of violence. 

Ethnic minorities 

Ethnic minorities, including Ahwazi Arabs, Azerbaijani Turks, Baluchis, Kurds and Turkmen, faced discrimination, curtailing their access to 

education, employment and political office. Despite repeated calls for linguistic diversity, Persian remained the sole language of instruction in 

primary and secondary education. 

Ethnic minorities remained disproportionately affected by death sentences imposed for vague charges such as “enmity against God”. The authorities 

secretly executed those convicted of such charges and refused to return their bodies to their families, as in the cases of four Ahwazi Arab men in 

March and a Kurdish man, Heidar Ghorbani, in December.7 At least 20 Kurdish men remained on death row after being convicted of such charges. 

The authorities refused to cease and provide accountability for the unlawful killing of scores of unarmed Kurdish cross-border couriers (kulbars) 

between the Kurdistan regions of Iran and Iraq, and of unarmed Baluchi fuel porters (soukhtbar) in Sistan and Baluchestan province.8 

More than 200 Kurds, including dissidents and civil society activists, were swept up in two waves of arbitrary arrests in January and July-

August.9 Most were released after weeks or months of being forcibly disappeared or detained incommunicado, while several remained in prison and 

several others were sentenced to imprisonment. 

Religious minorities 

Religious minorities, including Baha’is, Christians, Gonabadi Dervishes, Jews, Yaresan and Sunni Muslims, suffered discrimination in law and 

practice, including in access to education, employment, child adoption, political office and places of worship, as well as arbitrary detention, and 

torture and other ill-treatment for professing or practising their faith. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-7
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-8
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-9
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-10
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People born to parents classified as Muslim by the authorities remained at risk of arbitrary detention, torture or the death penalty for “apostasy” if 

they adopted other religions or atheist beliefs. 

Members of the Baha’i minority suffered widespread and systematic violations, including arbitrary detention, torture and other ill-treatment, 

enforced disappearance, forcible closure of businesses, confiscation of property, house demolitions, destruction of cemeteries, and hate speech by 

officials and state media, and were banned from higher education. In April, authorities prevented Baha’is from burying their loved ones in empty 

plots at a cemetery near Tehran, insisting they bury them between existing graves or at the nearby Khavaran mass grave site related to the 1988 

prison massacres; authorities lifted the ban after a public outcry.10 In June, security forces demolished around 50 Baha’i homes in the village of Ivel 

in Mazandaran province as part of a long-standing campaign to expel them from the region. 

In January, parliament further undermined the right to freedom of religion and belief by introducing two articles to the Penal Code that prescribe up 

to five years’ imprisonment and/or a fine for “insulting Iranian ethnicities, divine religions or Islamic denominations” or for engaging in “deviant 

educational or proselytizing activity contradicting … Islam”. In July, three Christian converts were sentenced to lengthy imprisonment on this basis. 

Several Gonabadi Dervishes remained unjustly imprisoned, including in connection with a peaceful protest that authorities violently quashed in 

2018. One of them, Behnam Mahjoubi, died in custody on 21 February following months of torture and other ill-treatment, including deliberate 

denial of adequate medical care. 

Authorities continued to raid house churches. 

Right to health 

The authorities’ response to Covid-19 was marked by a lack of transparency and failure to address shortages of vaccines, hospital beds, oxygen 

supplies and nurses. 

Iran launched its Covid-19 vaccination programme in February, but given the Supreme Leader’s January decision to ban vaccines produced in the 

UK and USA, by August less than 6% of the population had been vaccinated. The ban was lifted in August and over 80% of the population had 

received the first dose of the vaccine by the end of the year. 

The authorities failed to devise a national strategy to ensure timely and equitable access to Covid-19 vaccines for thousands of undocumented 

Afghan nationals, with local officials in some provinces establishing special vaccination centres for this group from October. 

In some cities, mobile vaccination teams were dispatched to informal settlements and areas where people experiencing homelessness were living, 

but outreach remained uneven nationally. 

The vaccination of prisoners did not start until August. 

Six people were arbitrarily arrested in August and tried on spurious national security charges in October solely for meeting to discuss possible legal 

action over the authorities’ failure to ensure access to Covid-19 vaccines. 

Death penalty 

The death penalty was imposed after unfair trials, including for offences not meeting the threshold of the “most serious crimes” such as drug-

trafficking and financial corruption, and for acts not internationally recognized as crimes. Death sentences were used as a weapon of repression 

against protesters, dissidents and ethnic minorities. 

Yousef Mehrdad and Saadollah Fazeli in Arak were sentenced to death for “insulting the Prophet”. 

Sajad Sanjari, arrested when aged 15, and Arman Abdolali, arrested when aged 17, were executed in August and November, respectively. Over 80 

people remained on death row for offences that occurred when they were children. 

Impunity 

The authorities continued to cover up the number of those killed during November 2019 protests, dismissed complaints by victims’ families, and 

praised security forces for the crackdown. Throughout the year, security forces dispersed peaceful gatherings of relatives seeking justice and beat  

and temporarily detained them. Manouchehr Bakhtiari, the father of a killed protester, was detained in April and sentenced to imprisonment in July 

for denouncing impunity. 

The trial of Hamid Nouri, arrested in Sweden for alleged involvement in prison massacres in 1988, began in August under the principle of universal 

jurisdiction. Consistent with long-standing patterns of denial and distortion, Iran’s foreign affairs ministry described the trial as a “plot” concocted 

by “terrorists” that relied on “fake documentation and witnesses”. 

The authorities continued to conceal the truth surrounding the January 2020 shooting down of Flight 752 by the Revolutionary Guards, which killed 

176 people, and harassed, arbitrarily detained, tortured or otherwise ill-treated bereaved relatives for seeking justice. In November, the prosecution 

of 10 low-ranking officials before a military court in Tehran started behind closed doors amid grievances by victims’ relatives about the impunity 

afforded to top military and executive officials. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/middle-east-and-north-africa/iran/report-iran/#endnote-11
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“Iran: Ebrahim Raisi must be investigated                                                

for crimes against humanity”  

19 June 2022 
Iran: Rights Groups: Iranian Dissidents Remain at Risk Worldwide Without International Action (Index: MDE 13/4480/2021), 19 July 

1.  

“Iran: Security forces use live ammunition and birdshot to crush Khuzestan protests”, 23 July; “Iran: Security forces use ruthless force, mass arrests 

and torture to crush peaceful protests”, 11 August 

2.  

“Iran: Leaked video footage from Evin prison offers rare glimpse of cruelty against prisoners”, 25 August 

3.  

“Iran: A decade of deaths in custody unpunished amid systemic impunity for torture”, 15 September 

4.  

Iran: Murder of 20-year-old Gay Man Highlights Urgent Need to Protect LGBTI Rights (Index: MDE 13/4129/2021), 17 May 

5.  

Iran: Four Ahwazi Arab men secretly executed (Index: MDE 13/3864/2021), 18 March 

6.  

“Iran: Unlawful killings of destitute fuel porters must be independently investigated”, 2 March 

7.  

Iran: Joint Statement: Urgent International Action Needed to Secure Release of Kurdish Activists and Others Arbitrarily Detained in Iran (Index: 

MDE 13/3624/2021), 3 February 

8.  

“Iran: Stop destruction of mass grave site and allow dignified burials of persecuted Baha’is”, 29 April 

The Iranian authorities are committing shocking violations of the right to life by deliberately denying ailing prisoners lifesaving healthcare. The 

deadly cruelty has involved both blocking or delaying prisoners’ access to emergency hospitalization, and denying prisoners access to adequate 

healthcare throughout their imprisonment, which leads to worsening health problems, inflicts additional pain and suffering on sick prisoners, and 

ultimately results in preventable loss of life. 

These violations of the right to life stem from an institutional culture in Iran’s prisons which has little regard for sanctity of human life and the 

inherent dignity of prisoners and are facilitated by unchecked powers granted to prison officials, amid a culture of impunity for torture and other ill-

treatment and other violations against prisoners. 

Consistent with entrenched patterns of systematic impunity, the Iranian authorities have refused to conduct any effective, prompt, thorough, 

transparent and independent investigations into deaths in custody following reports of deliberate and unlawful denial of medical care, let alone 

ensure that those responsible are prosecuted and punished. 

Building on its long-term findings on deliberate denial of access to adequate healthcare in Iran’s prisons, Amnesty International has examined the 

circumstances surrounding the death in custody of 92 men and four women across Iran since January 2010, as documented by the organization or 

reported by independent human rights groups. 

The 96 cases reviewed are illustrative, rather than exhaustive since the true number of deaths in custody is likely far higher. This is because human 

rights violations in Iran often go unreported due to well-founded fears of reprisals. 

The list of cases excludes deaths in custody involving credible reports of physical torture or the lethal use of firearms, which Amnesty International 

addressed in a separate output in September 2021. 

 

Persecution, imprisonment, torture and execution must be stopped! 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/06/iran-ebrahim-raisi-must-be-investigated-for-crimes-against-humanity/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/06/iran-ebrahim-raisi-must-be-investigated-for-crimes-against-humanity/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/4480/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/iran-security-forces-use-live-ammunition-and-birdshot-to-crush-khuzestan-protests/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/iran-security-forces-use-ruthless-force-mass-arrests-and-torture-to-crush-peaceful-protests/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/iran-security-forces-use-ruthless-force-mass-arrests-and-torture-to-crush-peaceful-protests/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/iran-leaked-video-footage-from-evin-prison-offers-rare-glimpse-of-cruelty-against-prisoners/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/09/iran-a-decade-of-deaths-in-custody-unpunished-amid-systemic-impunity-for-torture/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/4129/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3864/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/03/iran-unlawful-killings-of-destitute-fuel-porters-must-be-independently-investigated/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3624/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3624/2021/en/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/04/iran-stop-destruction-of-mass-grave-site-and-allow-dignified-burials-of-persecuted-bahais/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=epub&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/09/iran-a-decade-of-deaths-in-custody-unpunished-amid-systemic-impunity-for-torture/
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IN DEATH’S WAITING ROOM: DEATHS IN CUSTODY 

FOLLOWING DELIBERATE DENIAL OF MEDICAL                

CARE IN IRAN’S PRISONS 
July 14, 2022 

Iran: Conviction of former Iranian official over involvement in 1988 prison massacres landmark step towards justice 

 

Responding to today’s landmark decision of 

Stockholm’s District Court sentencing a former 

Iranian official, Hamid Nouri, to life in prison 

over crimes related to Iran’s 1988 prison 

massacres, following a trial carried out under 

the principle of universal jurisdiction, Diana 

Eltahawy, Amnesty International’s Deputy 

Director for the Middle East and North Africa, 

said: 

“Hamid Nouri’s conviction and sentence today 

in Sweden for crimes related to Iran’s 1988 

prison massacres is an unprecedented step towards justice for crimes committed in Iran and sends an unequivocal, and long overdue, message to the 

Iranian authorities that those responsible for crimes against humanity in Iran will not escape justice. 

“For more than three decades, survivors and relatives of thousands of political dissidents extrajudicially killed and forcibly disappeared in Iran’s 

1988 prison massacres, have struggled for truth and justice. With this first ever ruling against an Iranian official, albeit in a European court, they 

have finally witnessed an Iranian official held to account for these crimes. This must be followed by all states exercising universal jurisdiction to 

criminally investigate all other former and current officials in Iran against whom there is evidence of involvement in past and ongoing crimes 

against humanity, including Ebrahim Raisi, the country’s President. 

“This critical ruling must serve as a wake-up call to the international community to tackle the crisis of impunity that prevails in Iran. To address 

this, members of the UN Human Rights Council must urgently establish an international investigative and accountability mechanism into the most 

serious crimes committed in the country, including the thousands of cases of enforced disappearances which remain unresolved more than 30 years 

after the 1988 prison massacres.” 

Background 

Consistent with their long-standing pattern of denial and distortion, the Iranian authorities have reacted to the trial of Hamid Nouri by describing it 

as a “plot” concocted by “terrorists” that relied on “fake documentation and witnesses”. 

In a 2018 report Iran: Blood-soaked secrets: Why Iran’s 1988 prison massacres are ongoing crimes against humanity, Amnesty International 

concluded that, in addition to committing the crime against humanity of murder in 1988 by extrajudicially executing thousands of political 

dissidents in secret, the Iranian authorities are committing the ongoing crimes against humanity of enforced disappearance, persecution, torture and 

other inhumane acts, including by systematically concealing the fate of the victims and the whereabouts of their remains. 

In 2021, the UN Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances called for an international investigation into enforced disappearances 

arising from the 1988 prison massacres. 

 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/06/iran-ebrahim-raisi-must-be-investigated-for-crimes-against-humanity/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/08/iran-world-turning-blind-eye-to-crisis-of-mass-enforced-disappearance/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/9421/2018/en/
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G21/215/21/PDF/G2121521.pdf?OpenElement
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 Date: 4 March 2022  

 URGENT ACTION 

ACTIVIST’S HEALTH TURNS DIRE                           

IN SOLITARY CELL 
 
Ministry of intelligence and prosecution authorities in Mashhad, Khorasan-e Razavi province, are endangering the life and safety of 

tortured Iranian activist Abbas Vahedian by deliberately denying him adequate medical care and keeping him in prolonged solitary 

confinement. The authorities are concealing the circumstances leading to two episodes of emergency hospitalization between 24 and 28 

February 2022 and denying him visits with his family and lawyer.  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union  

Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium 

  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

 

Ministry of intelligence and prosecution authorities in Mashhad, Khorasan-e Razavi province, are endangering the life and safety of arbitrarily 

detained activist Abbas Vahedian, aged 51, by deliberately denying him adequate medical care. Amnesty International learned that on 26 February 

2022, Abbas Vahedian, who suffers from breathing difficulties and persistent coughs, was transferred, while semi-conscious, to a hospital in 

Mashhad and admitted to a department specializing in drug toxicity. The authorities have refused to provide his family with any information about  

the causes and circumstances leading to his partial loss of consciousness and hospitalization. According to an informed source, he said at the 

hospital that his health deteriorated after the authorities put unknown drugs in his food. On 28 February 2022, his family learned from hospital staff 

that he had been forcibly discharged against medical advice and while still disoriented.  

The authorities held him incommunicado for 48 hours and refused to provide his family with any information about his fate or whereabouts until his 

relatives spoke out publicly. In a brief phone call granted shortly after on 2 March 2022, he told his family that he had been returned to the informal, 

unmarked ministry of intelligence detention facility in Mashhad where he has been held in solitary confinement since 1 September 2021. He 

confirmed to his family that he had fainted after eating tainted food. He also said that three nights before his latest hospitalization, that is, on 24 

February 2022, he had also been brought to hospital with dangerously high blood pressure. The authorities interrupted his treatment on that occasion 

as well and returned him to prison against medical advice. The authorities have refused to provide his family with any detailed information about his 

health and well-being and denied their requests for visits. The mental anguish that the authorities have inflicted on the family through these 

circumstances amounts to ill-treatment.  

Abbas Vahedian’s health has turned dire after over six months of solitary confinement, coupled with inhumane conditions and deliberate denial of 

medical care, which together amount to torture. In response to his lawyer’s complaints that his ongoing solitary confinement is unlawful, 

prosecution and intelligence officials have justified his treatment on the grounds that he is a “special security prisoner”. In 2021, Revolutionary 

Courts sentenced him to 21 years’ imprisonment solely for his peaceful activism for a democratic secular Iran.  

I urge you to immediately and unconditionally release Abbas Vahedian as he is held solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights to 

freedom of expression and association. Pending his release, I urge you to ensure that he is provided with any specialised medical care he 

requires outside prison, protected from further incommunicado detention, torture and other ill-treatment, including through solitary 

confinement and denial of medical care, and granted regular visits with his family and lawyer. All reports of his torture must be 

independently and efficiently investigated and those responsible must be held accountable in fair trials. 

 

Yours sincerely, Second UA: 7/22 Index: MDE 13/5301/2022 Iran  

 

 

Date: 4 March 2022    

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Since his arbitrary arrest on 1 September 2021, Abbas Vahedian has been held in a windowless cell where bright lamps are kept on 24 hours, 

causing him sleep deprivation and distress. Every few days, he is taken to a hallway for a short walk while blindfolded. Since his arrest, he has also 

been also denied adequate healthcare, bedding, warm clothing, and regular family visits. Ministry of intelligence agents told him that for his 

detention conditions to improve, he must denounce his political activities in writing and reveal the password to his phone. These abuses amount to 

torture, a serious human rights violation and a crime under international law.  

 Intelligence agents and prosecution authorities have been refusing to vaccinate Abbas Vahedian against Covid-19 and refer him to a specialist for 

his lung complications including breathing difficulties and persistent coughs. They did not give him the inhalers brought by his family until January 

2022. As such, he is at increased risk of severe illness if he contracts Covid-19 in detention. He also suffers from gum disease, which emerged 

during his previous 11-month imprisonment in 2019 and 2020 as a result of medical neglect of the open wounds he sustained in his mouth during 

arrest. In December 2021, after repeated follow-ups by his family, he was transferred to a dental clinic outside prison and two of his teeth were 

pulled out. No adequate pain relief or further care were provided, despite warnings by his dentist that he would risk worsening gum infections and 

tooth loss without long-term routine dental treatment. Since his arrest, he has also developed severe neck pain due to sleeping on the ground without 

a pillow.  

Abbas Vahedian was sentenced to a total of 21 years in prison, consisting of an 11-year prison sentence issued by Branch 3 of the Revolutionary 

Court of Mashhad in December 2021, and a 10-year prison sentence issued by Branch 5 of the Revolutionary Court of Mashhad in October 2021.  
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In both cases, he was suddenly taken, without prior notice and information about the nature of charges against him, from detention to the 

Revolutionary Court of Mashhad, told by judges whom he has described as aggressive and biased that he was on trial for acting against national  

security, and asked if he had anything to present in his defence. In both instances, he responded that due to the serious legal breaches committed in 

the course of his criminal proceedings, he did not recognize the legitimacy of the court hearings and insisted that his lawyer be present. In both 

cases, the presiding judges ended the hearings within minutes and refused to reconvene. His 10-year prison sentence was finalized 20 days after it 

was issued, following his refusal to file an appeal. His appeal against the 11-year sentence is currently pending.  

The 11-year prison sentence consists of one year for “spreading propaganda against the system” and 10 years for “founding groups with the purpose 

of disrupting national security”. The groups cited in the court verdict are the Convergence Council of Iranian Movements, known by its Persian 

acronym Shahjaa, and Iran Think Room (Otagh-e Fekr-e Iran). The former group, Shahjaa, advocates, according to its website, for the transition of 

Iran, through peaceful means, from the Islamic Republic system, which it characterizes as a “corrupt and oppressive theocracy”, to a secular 

democratic system committed to international human rights law. Abbas Vahedian has noted that he was not a founding member of Shahjaa,but 

served as its spokesperson between its establishment on 8 April 2021 and 17 May 2021. The latter group, Iran Think Room, was an informal 

brainstorming group which led on several online campaigns launched in the months prior to Iran’s presidential elections in June 2021, including 

“No to the Islamic Republic” and “The Campaign to Create Shame”. The separate 10-year prison sentence was issued solely in connection with an 

open letter that Abbas Vahedian and 13 other co-signatories published on 12 June 2019 calling for the resignation of Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ali 

Khamenei, and fundamental changes to the country’s constitution. This peaceful activity formed the foundation of multiple spurious charges of 

which he was convicted, including “insulting the Supreme Leader”, “gathering and colluding against national security”, “spreading propaganda 

against the system”, and “disrupting public opinion”.  

Abbas Vahedian was arrested by several ministry of intelligence agents in a village near Rezvanshahr in northern Gilan province on 1 September 

2021 following his participation in an online debate wherein he reiterated his political beliefs. Apart from two brief family visits in December 2021 

and January 2022, which took place in the presence of intelligence agents, his contact with his family has been limited to weekly calls, which have 

generally lasted a few minutes and made in the presence of an agent, preventing them from speaking freely.  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 4 June 2022  

NAME AND PRONOUN: Abbas Vahedian (he/him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5206/2022/en/ 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Since his arbitrary arrest on 1 September 2021, Abbas Vahedian has been held in a windowless cell where bright lamps are kept on 24 hours, 

causing him sleep deprivation and distress. Every few days, he is taken to a hallway for a short walk while blindfolded. Since his arrest, he has also 

been also denied adequate healthcare, bedding, warm clothing, and regular family visits. Ministry of intelligence agents told him that for his 

detention conditions to improve, he must denounce his political activities in writing and reveal the password to his phone. These abuses amount to 

torture, a serious human rights violation and a crime under international law.  

Intelligence agents and prosecution authorities have been refusing to vaccinate Abbas Vahedian against Covid-19 and refer him to a specialist for 

his lung complications including breathing difficulties and persistent coughs. They did not give him the inhalers brought by his family until January 

2022. As such, he is at increased risk of severe illness if he contracts Covid-19 in detention. He also suffers from gum disease, which emerged 

during his previous 11-month imprisonment in 2019 and 2020 as a result of medical neglect of the open wounds he sustained in his mouth during 

arrest. In December 2021, after repeated follow-ups by his family, he was transferred to a dental clinic outside prison and two of his teeth were 

pulled out. No adequate pain relief or further care were provided, despite warnings by his dentist that he would risk worsening gum infections and 

tooth loss without long-term routine dental treatment. Since his arrest, he has also developed severe neck pain due to sleeping on the ground without 

a pillow. Abbas Vahedian was sentenced to a total of 21 years in prison, consisting of an 11-year prison sentence issued by Branch 3 of the 

Revolutionary Court of Mashhad in December 2021, and a 10-year prison sentence issued by Branch 5 of the Revolutionary Court of Mashhad in 

October 2021. In both cases, he was suddenly taken, without prior notice and information about the nature of charges against him, from detention to 

the Revolutionary Court of Mashhad, told by judges whom he has described as aggressive and biased that he was on trial for acting against national 

security, and asked if he had anything to present in his defence. In both instances, he responded that due to the serious legal breaches committed in 

the course of his criminal proceedings, he did not recognize the legitimacy of the court hearings and insisted that his lawyer be present. In both 

cases, the presiding judges ended the hearings within minutes and refused to reconvene. His 10-year prison sentence was finalized 20 days after it 

was issued, following his refusal to file an appeal. His appeal against the 11-year sentence is currently pending.  

The 11-year prison sentence consists of one year for “spreading propaganda against the system” and 10 years for “founding groups with the purpose 

of disrupting national security”. The groups cited in the court verdict are the Convergence Council of Iranian Movements, known by its Persian 

acronym Shahjaa, and Iran Think Room (Otagh-e Fekr-e Iran). The former group, Shahjaa, advocates, according to its website, for the transition of 

Iran, through peaceful means, from the Islamic Republic system, which it characterizes as a “corrupt and oppressive theocracy”, to a secular 

democratic system committed to international human rights law. Abbas Vahedian has noted that he was not a founding member of Shahjaa,but 

served as its spokesperson between its establishment on 8 April 2021 and 17 May 2021. The latter group, Iran Think Room, was an informal 

brainstorming group which led on several online campaigns launched in the months prior to Iran’s presidential elections in June 2021, including 

“No to the Islamic Republic” and “The Campaign to Create Shame”. The separate 10-year prison sentence was issued solely in connection with an 

open letter that Abbas Vahedian and 13 other co-signatories published on 12 June 2019 calling for the resignation of Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ali 

Khamenei, and fundamental changes to the country’s constitution. This peaceful activity formed the foundation of multiple spurious charges of 

which he was convicted, including “insulting the Supreme Leader”, “gathering and colluding against national security”, “spreading propaganda 

against the system”, and “disrupting public opinion”. Abbas Vahedian was arrested by several ministry of intelligence agents in a village near 

Rezvanshahr in northern Gilan province on 1 September 2021 following his participation in an online debate wherein he reiterated his political 

beliefs. Apart from two brief family visits in December 2021 and January 2022, which took place in the presence of intelligence agents, his contact 

with his family has been limited to weekly calls, which have generally lasted a few minutes and made in the presence of an agent, preventing them 

from speaking freely.  

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 4 June 2022  

NAME AND PRONOUN: Abbas Vahedian (he/him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5206/2022/en/ 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5206/2022/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5206/2022/en/
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Date: 10 March 2022  

 URGENT ACTION  

 

GERMAN-IRANIAN FORCIBLY DISAPPEARED 
 

Jamshid Sharmahd, a 66-year-old German-Iranian political dissident, is forcibly disappeared in Iran and at grave risk of torture and other 

ill-treatment. Since September 2021, authorities have banned all family contact and concealed his whereabouts. He is charged with 

“corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz) and could be sentenced to death in a grossly unfair trial before a Revolutionary Court.  

 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

 

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union  

Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

 

German-Iranian Jamshid Sharmah 

d, aged 66, has been subjected to enforced disappearance since late September 2021 and is at risk of being sentenced to death. Following his 

arbitrary arrest in late July 2020, he was permitted infrequent phone calls to family in the presence of intelligence agents, but since September 2021 

these have been banned. He last appeared before Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court of Tehran on 6 March 2022 to face the charge of 

“corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz) in connection with his involvement in the Kingdom Assembly of Iran, an opposition group based outside Iran 

that advocates for the overthrow of the Islamic Republic. Prosecution authorities have denied Jamshid Sharmahd his right to be represented by a 

lawyer of his own choosing, and he has been forced to accept a lawyer from a list approved by the head of the judiciary. This lawyer was notified 

just 24 hours in advance of his first hearing on 6 February 2022 and has met with him only twice, thereby violating Jamshid Sharmahd’s right to 

adequate time and facilities to prepare a defence. The authorities are refusing to disclose his place of  

detention to his family or lawyer; as such, he remains outside the protection of the law and is at serious risk of torture and other ill-treatment, 

including denial of specialized medical care and daily medications for his serious health conditions, including diabetes, heart disease and 

Parkinson’s disease.  

Since his arrest, state television has aired propaganda videos showing Jamshid Sharmahd “confessing” to having a role in an April 2008 explosion 

in Shiraz, Fars province, in which 14 people were killed, violating his right to the presumption of innocence as well as his right not to self-

incriminate. Jamshid Sharmahd’s family has denied his involvement in any violent acts. Revolutionary Courts impose death sentences after unfair 

trials in which forced “confessions” are used as evidence to issue convictions, even when they are retracted in court and alleged to have been taken 

under torture, exacerbating concerns that Jamshid Sharmahd could be sentenced to death in an unfair trial. The Iranian authorities are 

increasingly using the death penalty as a weapon of political repression against dissidents and others, and use charges such as “corruption on 

earth”, which are not clearly defined in law and contravene the principle of legality, to do so. Detention based on offences that are vague or overly-

broad may be arbitrary under international law.  

 

I urge you to immediately reveal Jamshid Sharmahd’s whereabouts who, as an older person with pre-existing conditions, is at heightened risk 

of severe illness or death if he contracts Covid-19 in detention. In light of this and that he is subject to arbitrary detention, I call on you to 

release him. Pending his release, ensure that he is given regular access to family, adequate medical care, a lawyer of his choosing and consular 

assistance from the German authorities. I also urge you to ensure that his trial is held in accordance with international fair trial standards on 

clearly defined, internationally recognizable offences that are consistent with international law, and in proceedings that exclude coerced 

“confessions” and without recourse to the death penalty.  

Yours  

 sincerely,  

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Jamshid Sharmahd, a resident of the USA, was the spokesperson of the Kingdom Assembly of Iran (also known as Anjoman-e Padeshahi-ye Iran), 

an Iranian opposition group based in the USA that advocates for the overthrow of the Islamic Republic system, including through violence, and a 

return to a pre-Islamic Iran. He also created and managed the group’s website, Tondar, and hosted its radio and video broadcasts. The website 

includes statements from the Kingdom Assembly of Iran claiming responsibility for explosions inside Iran. Jamshid Sharmahd’s family has denied 

his involvement in the violent acts attributed to him by the authorities. Amnesty International is concerned that Jamshid Sharmahd is at risk of the 

death penalty as two men, Mohammad Reza Ali Zamani and Arash Rahmanipour, were executed in Iran in January 2010 after being convicted in 

grossly unfair trials of “enmity against God” (moharebeh) in relation to their real or perceived membership of the Kingdom Assembly of Iran.  

On 1 August 2020, the Ministry of Intelligence announced in a statement that its secret agents, referred to as the “unknown soldiers of Imam 

Zaman” had arrested Jamshid Sharmahd following a “complex operation” without providing further details. The same day, Iran’s Minister of 

Intelligence, Mahmoud Alavi, stated that Jamshid Sharmahd was “heavily supported by the intelligence services of the USA and Israel” and that he 

had been “led” into Iran though “complex operations” and taken into the custody of the Ministry of Intelligence. This was widely understood to 

have meant that he was abducted by Iran’s intelligence agents from abroad – Jamshid Sharmahd had been in the UAE – and forcibly taken to Iran. 

Jamshid Sharmahd’s forced “confessions” were aired on Iranian state television on multiple occasions. In one propaganda video, released in January 

2021, his “confessions” were interspersed with clips of his broadcasts for the Kingdom Assembly of Iran, with him identified by the narrator as the 

group’s leader and a “terrorist”. In a late November 2020 telephone call, Jamshid Sharmahd told his family he was being held in Tehran’s Evin 

prison; but in subsequent calls, he said he was no longer there, though he was unable to say where he was being held. He also reported during a 23 

March 2021 phone call that he had lost nearly 20kg in weight and that some of his teeth had been pulled out while in detention, without elaborating 

further.  
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Since 2019, Amnesty International has documented two other cases involving the abduction of dissidents based abroad by Iran’s security and 

intelligence agents and their forcible return to Iran. Dissident journalist Rouhollah Zam, who had been granted asylum in France, was abducted 

during a visit to Iraq in October 2019 by the Revolutionary Guards, apparently with the assistance of Iraqi intelligence authorities, and forcibly 

returned to Iran. He was executed in December 2020 following a grossly unfair trial (for more information, see: 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/12/iran-execution-of-journalist-rouhollah-zam-a-deadly-blow-to-freedom-of-expression/). Another is 

Iranian-Swedish national Habib Chaab, a political dissident from Iran’s Ahwazi Arab minority, who was abducted in Turkey in October 2020 and 

forcibly returned to Iran according to the Turkish authorities; he has been forcibly disappeared since October 2020, and Iranian state media 

broadcast Habib Chaab’s forced “confessions” of capital crimes which carry the death penalty.  

While every government has a duty to bring to justice those suspected of criminal responsibility for criminal acts, anyone arrested or detained on a 

criminal charge, including those related to “terrorism”, must be treated in full compliance with Iran’s human rights obligations including rights to a 

fair trial. These include the rights to choose one’s own lawyer; to access effective legal assistance from the time of arrest and throughout the pre-trial 

and trial proceedings; to be brought promptly before an ordinary civilian judge; to challenge the lawfulness of detention before an independent, 

impartial tribunal; to be presumed innocent; to remain silent and not to be compelled incriminate oneself or to confess guilt; to obtain full access to 

relevant evidence; to not be detained on vague charges; to examine and cross-examine witnesses; to receive a fair, public hearing before a 

competent, independent and impartial tribunal; and to be provided with a public, reasoned judgement. Imposition of the death penalty following 

criminal proceedings that fall seriously short of fair trial standards constitutes an arbitrary deprivation of the right to life and may amount to an 

extrajudicial execution, a crime under international law. Amnesty International has documented a pattern of systematic violations of the rights to a 

fair trial in Iran from the time of arrest and throughout the investigation, trial and appeal proceedings. Courts routinely ignore allegations of torture 

and other ill-treatment, without ordering an investigation, and rely on torture-tainted “confessions” to issue convictions and sentences, including in 

death penalty cases.  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 5 May 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Jamshid Sharmahd (he/him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3993/2021/en/ 

 

 

 

First UA: 24/22 Index: MDE 13/5342/2022 Iran Date: 14/03/2022  

 URGENT ACTION  

TORTURED OLDER PRISONER’S LIFE AT RISK 

 
Iranian authorities are torturing Shokrollah Jebeli, an imprisoned 82-year-old Australian-Iranian national, by deliberately denying him 

adequate specialized medical care and withholding medication for his multiple serious health conditions. In light of his age and poor health, 

as well as violations of his fair trial rights rendering his detention arbitrary, he must be released immediately.  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

 

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

 

The life of Shokrollah Jebeli, an 82-year-old dual Australian-Iranian national, is at risk as Iranian authorities continue to deny him access to 

adequate specialized medical care. His health has deteriorated since his imprisonment in Tehran’s Evin prison on 31 January 2020. He suffers from 

enlarged kidney stones, a history of strokes, sciatica in his legs, high blood pressure, and an umbilical hernia for which he needs surgery. Although 

he was taken to a hospital outside prison after he had a stroke in early 2021, the authorities returned him to prison the same day against medical 

advice. Until January 2022, the authorities denied him all his medication; since then, they have only allowed him access to some of his medications 

at his own expense. On 8 March 2022, he was found unresponsive and incontinent by other prisoners but the authorities have failed to provide him 

with the specialized treatment he needs. He has since regained consciousness but is incontinent and slurs his words. In letters dated 17 January 2021 

and addressed to the prosecutor’s office, which decides on prisoners’ medical leave, the Evin prison director and the head of the prison clinic stated 

that his continued imprisonment would be life-threatening. Despite this, prosecution authorities continue to deny him specialized healthcare and 

have rejected his release on medical grounds unless he pays 70 billion rial (approximately USD 290,000), which he cannot afford. He is held in 

conditions that violate the absolute prohibition of torture or other ill-treatment. He shares an overcrowded and insect-infested cell with around 19 

other prisoners and is deprived of adequate accommodation, forcing him to sleep on the floor on a mattress. He has difficulty walking unassisted and 

relies on other prisoners to perform basic daily tasks. He has fallen numerous times, chipping his teeth and resulting in cuts to his face and body.  

According to information available to Amnesty International, Shokrollah Jebeli is facing two separate cases in relation to financial dispute claims 

brought by several plaintiffs. He has been sentenced to four years and six months in prison in one case, while the second is ongoing. The authorities 

have denied him legal representation of his choosing and the judge presiding over his second case has demanded the removal of his current 

independently chosen lawyer. In addition to being denied adequate time and facilities to prepare his defence, informed sources have said that the 

prosecution and other judicial authorities have refused to consider potentially exculpatory evidence despite numerous requests by Shokrollah Jebeli. 

The Iranian authorities have also denied him access to consular assistance.  

I urge you to release Shokrollah Jebeli, whose detention is arbitrary on the basis of his unfair trial and who, as an older person with pre-

existing conditions, is at heightened risk of severe illness or death if he contracts Covid-19 in prison. Pending his release, ensure that he is 

granted access to regular telephone calls with family, adequate medical care, a lawyer of his own choosing and consular assistance from the  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3993/2021/en/
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Australian authorities. I further call on you to investigate his torture and other ill-treatment claims, including through the denial of 

adequate medical care, and hold those responsible to account.  

Yours sincerely, First UA: 24/22 Index: MDE 13/5342/2022 Iran Date: 14/03/2022  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Since February 2021, Shokrollah Jebeli has been taken to a hospital outside prison on several occasions for medical examinations but has not 

provided with the specialized treatment he needs for his various conditions following these tests. He has also been transferred to hospital on several 

occasions for examination by specialist doctors from the Legal Medicine Organization of Iran (LMOI), which is a state forensic institute that has the 

mandate to assess the health of sick prisoners and provide its opinion on whether they can tolerate imprisonment. On at least three of these 

occasions, after being left waiting for many hours, he was returned to prison without examination and told this was because the prison authorities 

had failed to make appointments. Upon being examined on other visits, according to informed sources, one of the doctors from the LMOI told him 

that he should be released from prison due to his poor health. Amnesty International understands that other state officials, including the head of Evin 

prison and the head of the Prisons Organization, a state body that operates under the supervision of the judiciary, have visited him at Evin prison and 

acknowledged to him that his health is critical and promised to address his situation. In addition to the denial of adequate specialized healthcare, he 

is not receiving the special low-salt diet he needs and sufficient potable water and has been forced to buy food at the prison shop with money sent 

from his family. On 26 July 2021, the Iranian authorities responded to a communication from the UN Special Procedures regarding the case of 

Shokrollah Jebeli and stated that he had been “examined by medical examiners to decide about capacity to serve time because of old age, physical 

weakness and movement disorders. To that effect, a demand has been filed for his release under electronic monitoring, which the Council is 

examining.” It is unclear to which Council the Iranian authorities’ communication referred, but to Amnesty International’s knowledge, the 

authorities have taken no steps to examine his case since then. The authorities’ response to the UN also erroneously stated that he “enjoys access to 

telephone without let or hindrance”, even though he has only been given telephone access for domestic calls, leaving him effectively barred from 

speaking with his family members, all of whom live in Australia.  

Amnesty International understands that Shokrollah Jebeli has been detained in connection with a financial dispute brought by a group of claimants, 

one of whom, he has said in letters written from inside prison, has links to the political and security establishment in Iran. The legal claim is related 

to a complex financial dispute over the sale of land, financial transactions, and non-payment of debt; he has repeatedly denied any wrongdoing. In 

letters written from inside Evin prison, he has made counterclaims of theft and fraud against the plaintiffs involved in the case, detailing his financial 

dealings with the plaintiffs, and requesting that the Iranian authorities examine his bank accounts and transactions to prove his innocence. The 

authorities have opened two cases against him in relation to the same financial dispute. He has had two court hearings since his arrest, with the most 

recent taking place in November 2021, during which, according to informed sources, he was told by a judge that he would be released in two weeks 

on medical grounds and that the proceedings would continue while he was at liberty. However, the authorities have made his medical release  

contingent on his payment of 70 billion rial (approximately USD 290,000), which neither he nor his family can afford. In their communication to 

the UN Special Procedures, the Iranian authorities stated that Shokrollah Jebeli had been sentenced to four years and six months in prison, but failed 

to provide precise details of his conviction, including charges. The short communication stated: “The aforesaid has been sentenced to four years and 

six months in jail and 4,000,000,000 IRR in cash fine. Furthermore, the convict is sentenced to restituting the said amount to the claimant. 

Therefore, allegations of imprisonment on financial grounds and insolvency are absolutely false. It is hereby noted that the convict has hitherto 

failed to reimburse the plaintiff.” Amnesty International understands that this was the first time Shokrollah Jebeli discovered he had been convicted 

of any crime, and he has never received his court verdict in writing. He appealed his conviction but has received no information on the status on his 

appeal.  

Due to the Iranian authorities’ lack of transparency, including their failure to provide Shokrollah Jebeli with a written verdict, Amnesty 

International has been unable to determine the precise details of Shokrollah Jebeli’s conviction. However, if, as the Iranian authorities’ 

communication to the UN Special Procedures suggests, his case is related to non-payment of debt, his detention is arbitrary under international law, 

which unequivocally prohibits, under Article 11 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran is a state party, the 

imprisonment of individuals for failure to fulfil a contractual obligation. Despite this, Iranian law permits imprisonment of individuals for debt, 

under Article 3 of the 2015 Law on the Enforcement of Financial Convictions, and, according to state media, tens of thousands of people have been 

imprisoned for debt over the years.  

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 9 May 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Shokrollah Jebeli (he/him) 
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 URGENT ACTION  

 

ACTIVIST FORCIBLY DISAPPEARED FOR MONTHS 
 

Political activist Ebrahim Babaei was forcibly disappeared by Iranian authorities amidst his efforts to flee Iran on 21 December 2021 to 

escape unjust sentences consisting of imprisonment and flogging. His fate and whereabouts remain concealed from his family and he is at 

risk of torture and other ill-treatment.  

 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

 

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  
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Political activist Ebrahim Babaei, 56, remains forcibly disappeared more than four months after attempting to flee Iran, where he faces sentences 

consisting of imprisonment and flogging, to seek asylum in Turkey. He was in regular contact with family and friends until 21 December 2021, when 

his messages to them abruptly stopped. Earlier that day, he had told his family and friends that he was in Maku, West Azerbaijan province, 

 

and that he would contact them as soon as smugglers informed him that they would start moving towards the border with Turkey. Nobody has heard 

from him since and the smugglers have given conflicting information about his fate to his family. Following his disappearance, his family in Tehran 

visited Evin prison and the investigation unit of Iran’s police (Agahi) in Tehran to ask about his fate and whereabouts but officials refused to give 

them any information or to confirm whether or not he was detained. The police in Tehran also refused to file a missing person’s report. It was only 

after several weeks that a relative based in Miandorud, Mazandaran province, was finally able to file a missing person’s report with the authorities 

there, providing detailed information about his disappearance, including contact details of the smugglers. Since then, the judicial authorities in 

Miandorud have transferred the case to their counterparts in Maku, but the authorities have failed to conduct any investigations and have refused to 

interview the smugglers. Ebrahim Babaei’s family first learned informally from an intelligence official that he is alive. Another intelligence official 

later told the family informally that he is being held in secret detention places known as “safe houses” (khanehay-e amn), which was corroborated 

by a third source with close ties to intelligence and security bodies. Despite this, to date, no state body has confirmed his detention and the 

authorities’ official response to his family’s continued attempts to obtain information about his fate and whereabouts is that they should go away 

and wait to be contacted by them.  

Amnesty International has previously documented a pattern of dissidents being subjected to enforced disappearance and other crimes and serious 

human rights violations by intelligence and security forces in “safe houses”, including the systematic use of torture and other ill-treatment to elicit 

forced “confessions” to secure convictions in unfair trials. Ebrahim Babaei has a long history of activism. He faces a prison and flogging sentence 

in two separate cases stemming from his peaceful activism, including supporting the campaigning of his daughter, women’s rights activist Shima 

Babaei, against Iran’s discriminatory, degrading and abusive compulsory veiling laws, for which he received a sentence of 74 lashes. He has 

several health conditions for which he needs medical treatment and medication, including heart disease, a chronic leg injury and mental health 

issues.  

I urge you to immediately disclose Ebrahim Babaei’s fate and whereabouts, and release him immediately and unconditionally, as he is held 

solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly. Pending his release, ensure that he is 

moved to an official place of detention, is protected from enforced disappearance, torture and other ill-treatment, and is given regular access to 

his family, a lawyer of his choosing and to adequate medical care.  

 

Yours sincerely, First UA: 39/22 Index: MDE 13/5556/2022 Iran Date: 3 May 2022  

Eighth UA: 038/17 Index: MDE 13/5567/2022 Iran Date: 5 May 2022  

 

 

 

 URGENT ACTION  

EXECUTION LOOMS FOR TORTURED ACADEMIC 
 

Tortured Swedish-Iranian academic Ahmadreza Djalali, arbitrarily detained in Tehran’s Evin prison, is at risk of imminent execution 

according to multiple Iranian state media reports that his death sentence for “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz) will be carried out by 

21 May 2022 at the latest. He was sentenced to death in 2017 following a grossly unfair trial that relied on torture-tainted “confessions.” 

The authorities must halt any plans to execute him and release him immediately.  

 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

 

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union  

Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

 

Swedish-Iranian academic and medical doctor Ahmadreza Djalali, arbitrarily detained in Tehran’s Evin prison, is at imminent risk of execution 

following reports in several Iranian state media outlets on 4 May 2022 that his death sentence is to be carried out before the end of the Iranian 

month of Ordibehesht 1401 (21 May 2022). Eighteen months ago, on 24 November 2020, Ahmadreza Djalali was told his execution would be 

carried out in a week which led to international calls to halt Ahmadreza Djalali’s execution. On 2 December 2020 after global interventions, his 

execution was stopped. From late November 2020 to early April 2021, Ministry of Intelligence agents tortured and otherwise ill-treated Ahmadreza 

Djalali while he was in incommunicado detention in prolonged solitary confinement in section 209 of Evin prison, which is under the control of the 

Ministry of Intelligence, including by keeping a bright light on in his cell 24 hrs a day, which he said caused him great mental distress, and forcing 

him to sleep on the floor on a thin blanket for over five months.  

Ahmadreza Djalali was sentenced to death for “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz) in October 2017 after a grossly unfair trial before Branch 15 

of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran. The court relied primarily on “confessions” that Ahmadreza Djalali says were obtained under torture and 

other ill-treatment while he was held in prolonged solitary confinement without access to a lawyer. Amnesty International has consistently held that 

the offence of “corruption on earth” fails to meet requirements for clarity and precision needed in criminal law and breaches the principle of 

legality and legal certainty. On 9 December 2018, his lawyers learned that Branch 1 of the Supreme Court had upheld his death sentence without 

granting them an opportunity to file their defence submissions on his behalf. The Supreme Court has rejected at least three requests for a judicial 

review of Ahmadreza Djalali’s case. Ahmadreza Djalali has several health conditions for which he has not receive adequate medical treatment and 

medication. He underwent surgery on 21 January 2022 for his chronic back pain, but was transferred back to prison just one day afterwards, where 

he has been forced to again sleep on the floor, leading to worsening back pain.  
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I ask you to immediately stop any plans to execute Ahmadreza Djalali, and quash his conviction and death sentence, and immediately release 

him and accord him an enforceable right to compensation, as per the recommendation of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. 

Pending his release, ensure that Ahmadreza Djalali is provided with adequate medical care, protected from torture and other ill-treatment, and  

order a prompt, independent, effective, and impartial investigation into his allegations of torture and other ill-treatment, bringing to justice 

anyone found responsible in fair trials and without recourse to the death penalty. I call on you to establish an official moratorium on executions 

with a view to abolishing the death penalty.  

 

Yours sincerely, Eighth UA: 038/17 Index: MDE 13/5567/2022 Iran Date: 5 May 2022  

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
On 4 May 2022, several major state media outlets in Iran simultaneously published identical articles which stated that according to “informed 

sources, Ahmadreza Djalali’s death sentence has been taken up for implementation and the sentence shall be carried out, at the very latest, by the 

end of Ordibehesht [21 May 2022].” These articles were published just days after the prosecution authorities in Sweden sought a sentence of life 

imprisonment for a former Iranian prison official, Hamid Nouri, for his alleged involvement in Iran’s 1988 prison massacres in which thousands of 

political dissidents were forcibly disappeared and extrajudicially executed in secret. The media outlets stated that according to “some political 

analysists… in carrying out the sentence of Ahmadreza Djalali, the government of Iran will not only implement a binding judicial order but also bar 

the government of Sweden from undertaking further actions similar to the detention of Hamid Nouri.” State media reports in Iran concerning high 

profile political cases are widely known to be issued in close coordination with the country’s judiciary and its intelligence and security apparatus.  

Ahmadreza Djalali is a medical doctor and academic who was living in Sweden and on a business trip to Iran when he was arbitrarily arrested on 26 

April 2016. He was held in Evin prison for seven months in section 209, which is under the control of the Ministry of Intelligence. He was held for 

three months in prolonged solitary confinement, without access to a lawyer. In a letter written from prison in August 2017, Ahmadreza Djalali said 

that during this period he was subjected to torture and other ill-treatment in order to force him to “confess” to being a spy. This included threats to 

execute him, kill or otherwise harm his children, who live in Sweden, and his mother, who lived in Iran and died in 2021. He has said that he was 

forced to read out “confessions” pre-written by his interrogators in front of a video camera. Ahmadreza Djalali denies the accusations against him 

and says they have been fabricated by the authorities. In the same letter written from inside prison in August 2017, Ahmadreza Djalali said he was 

held solely because of his refusal to use his academic ties in European institutions to spy for the Iranian authorities. On 17 December 2018 Iran’s 

state-run TV aired Ahmadreza Djalali’s “confessions” during a programme titled Axing the root, which used dramatic music, graphics and 

international news footage interspersed with Ahmadreza Djalali’s “confessions”, along with a voiceover presenting him as a “spy”. By extracting 

and airing these forced “confessions”, Iranian authorities violated Ahmadreza Djalali’s right to the presumption of innocence as well as the right not 

to be forced into incriminating himself. Ahmadreza Djalali has since said the broadcast “confessions” were filmed while he was being held in 

solitary confinement, without access to a lawyer.  

 

In November 2017, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention called on Iran to release Ahmadreza Djalali immediately and accord him an 

enforceable right to compensation and other reparations, as he had been detained without an arrest warrant, was only formally charged 10 months 

after his arrest, and had been “effectively prevented from exercising his right to challenge the lawfulness of his detention”. They also found that his 

right to a fair trial had been violated so gravely “as to give Mr Djalali’s deprivation of liberty an arbitrary character”.  

Amnesty International has documented a pattern of systematic fair trial rights violations in Iran, beginning from the time of arrest right up until 

when defendants stand trial. Detainees are often arrested without warrants and held in prolonged solitary confinement in undisclosed locations 

without access to their families. Individuals detained, investigated and prosecuted are subjected to grossly unfair judicial proceedings, including in 

cases involving politically motivated charges. Prosecution authorities and interrogators belonging to security and intelligence bodies, including 

the ministry of intelligence, systematically deny detainees their right to access a lawyer from the time of arrest and during the investigation phase. 

Torture and other ill-treatment are widespread and systematic, especially during interrogations. Iran’s police, intelligence and security forces, and 

prison officials have subjected detainees to prolonged solitary confinement, beatings, floggings, suspension, forced administration of chemical 

substances, electric shocks and sexual violence. Amnesty International has also documented how prison and prosecution authorities have 

deliberately denied prisoners access to adequate health care and committed violations of the right to life by deliberately denying ailing prisoners 

lifesaving healthcare and refusing to investigate and ensure accountability for unlawful deaths in custody.  

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without exception regardless of the nature or circumstances of the crime; guilt, 

innocence or other characteristics of the individual; or the method used by the state to carry out the execution. The death penalty violates the right to 

life as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English, Persian  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 30 June 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Ahmadreza Djalali (he,him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3504/2021/en/ 

 

 

 

 Ninth UA: 38/17 Index: MDE 13/5698/2022 Iran Date: 10 June 2022  

 

 URGENT ACTION  

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/3504/2021/en/
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SWEDISH-IRANIAN AT RISK                                                              

OF RETALIATORY EXECUTION 
 

Tortured Swedish-Iranian academic Ahmadreza Djalali, arbitrarily detained in Tehran’s Evin prison, is at risk of imminent execution. 

Mounting evidence indicates that Iranian authorities are holding him hostage and threatening to execute him to compel Belgium and/or 

Sweden to hand over two imprisoned former Iranian officials, and to deter future prosecutions of Iranian officials. The authorities must 

halt any plans to execute Ahmadreza Djalali and release him immediately.  

 

 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union  

Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

Swedish-Iranian academic Ahmadreza Djalali, who is arbitrarily detained in Tehran’s Evin prison, is at risk of imminent execution. Mounting 

evidence strongly indicates that the Iranian authorities are committing the crime of hostage-taking against Ahmadreza Djalali, and threatening to 

execute him in order to compel third parties to swap him for former Iranian officials convicted and/or on trial abroad as well as to refrain from 

future prosecutions of Iranian officials. On 4 May 2022, several Iranian state media outlets warned of Ahmadreza Djalali’s looming execution and 

explicitly linked his fate to the trial in Sweden of former Iranian prison official Hamid Nouri for his alleged involvement in Iran’s 1988 prison 

massacres, with the trial outcome expected on 14 July 2022.  

Ahmadreza Djalali was arrested in Tehran in April 2016 and sentenced to death for “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz) in October 2017 after a 

grossly unfair trial before Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran. The court relied primarily on “confessions” that Ahmadreza Djalali 

says were obtained under torture and other ill-treatment while he was held in prolonged solitary confinement without access to a lawyer. Amnesty 

International has consistently held that the offence of “corruption on earth” fails to meet requirements for clarity and precision needed in criminal 

law and breaches the principle of legality and legal certainty. On 9 December 2018, his lawyers learned that Branch 1 of the Supreme Court had 

upheld his death sentence without granting them an opportunity to file their defence submissions. On 23 May 2022, Ahmadreza Djalali filed a 

request to the Supreme Court for judicial review and, separately, on 21 May 2022, Ahmadreza Djalali’s lawyers appealed to the head of judiciary 

under Article 477 of Iran’s Code of Criminal Procedure to order a review of the case. Both requests remain pending. Ahmadreza Djalali has 

several health conditions for which he has not received adequate medical treatment including medication. He underwent surgery on 21 January 

2022 for his chronic back pain, but was transferred the next day back to prison, where he has been forced to again sleep on the floor, leading to 

worsening back pain.  

I ask you to immediately stop any plans to execute Ahmadreza Djalali, quash his conviction and death sentence, and immediately release him 

and accord him an enforceable right to compensation, per the recommendation of the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention. Pending his 

release, Ahmadreza Djalali must be provided with adequate medical care and protected from further torture and other ill-treatment. Prompt, 

independent, effective, and impartial investigations into those suspected of ordering, committing, aiding or abetting unlawful acts against him, 

including hostage-taking and torture, must be conducted and those suspected of such offences brought to justice in fair trials. I also call on you 

to establish an official moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing the death penalty.  

Yours sincerely, Ninth UA: 38/17 Index: MDE 13/5698/2022 Iran Date: 10 June 2022  

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
On 4 May 2022, Iranian state media outlets warned of Ahmadreza Djalali’s looming execution and stated that “in carrying out the death sentence of 

Ahmadreza Djalali, the government of Iran will… bar the government of Sweden from undertaking further actions similar to the detention of Hamid 

Nouri.” These articles were published just days after the prosecution authorities in Sweden sought a life sentence for Hamid Nouri for his alleged 

involvement in Iran’s 1988 prison massacres. Hamid Nouri’s trial is the first time a criminal case has been brought against an Iranian defendant 

abroad under the principle of universal jurisdiction and is also the first time, after decades of systemic impunity, that the prison massacres of 1988 

are being addressed through a criminal trial. The trial has, therefore, attracted widespread public attention and shed unprecedented new light on the 

details of the 1988 prison massacres, which the Iranian authorities have for decades tried to conceal. Amnesty International’s analysis of the current 

circumstances surrounding Ahmadreza Djlalai’s arbitrary detention indicates that since at least late 2020, the Iranian authorities have been 

conditioning his fate on a “deal” with Sweden to exchange him for Hamid Nouri and/or with Belgium to swap him for a former Iranian diplomat, 

Asadollah Asadi. Asadollah Asadi was arrested in June 2018 and subsequently sentenced by a criminal court in Belgium to 20 years’ imprisonment 

in February 2021 for his role in a thwarted bomb attack at a 2018 rally in France. Hamid Nouri was arrested in Sweden in November 2019 under the 

principle of universal jurisdiction and tried for his alleged involvement in Iran’s 1988 prison massacres where thousands of political dissidents were 

forcibly disappeared and extrajudicially executed in secret. See https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5623/2022/en/ for further analysis 

and details, including how the developments in Ahmadreza Djalali’s case are taking place in a context where Iranian state officials and state media 

outlets consistently refer to the “importance” of detained dual and foreign nationals, and thus indicating that their detention may be used for gaining 

political, diplomatic and/or economic leverage.  

Ahmadreza Djalali is a medical doctor and academic who was living in Sweden and was also a visiting professor in disaster medicine at the Vrije 

Universiteit Brussels. He was arbitrarily arrested on 26 April 2016 while on a business trip to Iran. He was held in Evin prison for seven months in 

section 209, which is under the control of the Ministry of Intelligence. He was held for three months in prolonged solitary confinement, without 

access to a lawyer. In a letter written from prison in August 2017, Ahmadreza Djalali said that during this period he was subjected to torture and 

other ill-treatment in order to force him to “confess” to being a spy. This included threats to execute him, kill or otherwise harm his children, who 

live in Sweden, and his mother, who lived in Iran and died in 2021. He has said that he was forced to read out “confessions” pre-written by his 

interrogators in front of a video camera. Ahmadreza Djalali denies the accusations against him and says they have been fabricated by the authorities. 

In the same letter, Ahmadreza Djalali wrote that he was held solely because of his refusal to use his academic ties in European institutions to spy for 

the Iranian authorities. On 17 December 2018 Iran’s state-run TV aired Ahmadreza Djalali’s “confessions” during a programme titled Axing the 

root, which used dramatic music, graphics and international news footage interspersed with Ahmadreza Djalali’s “confessions”, along with a  
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voiceover presenting him as a “spy”. By extracting and airing these forced “confessions”, Iranian authorities violated Ahmadreza Djalali’s right to 

the presumption of innocence as well as the right not to be forced into incriminating himself. Ahmadreza Djalali has since said the broadcast  

 

 “confessions” were filmed while he was being held in solitary confinement, without access to a lawyer. In November 2017, the UN Working Group 

on Arbitrary Detention called on Iran to release Ahmadreza Djalali immediately and accord him an enforceable right to compensation and other 

reparations. They found that his right to a fair trial had been violated so gravely “as to give Mr Djalali’s deprivation of liberty an arbitrary 

character”.  

Iran, Sweden and Belgium are all parties to the International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages, which criminalizes acts of hostage-taking 

committed by state and non-state actors. The Convention defines hostage-taking as the detention of any person accompanied by threats to kill, injure 

or continue to detain them, unless certain conditions are met by a third party. There is no requirement under international law for the conditions 

attached to the release of a detainee to have been explicitly uttered for the act of detention to amount to the crime of hostage-taking. Circumstances 

of a case that demonstrate an implicit demand placed on a third party to do or refrain from doing something, may suffice to establish intent and to 

qualify the deprivation of liberty as an act of hostage-taking. Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without 

 

 

exception regardless of the nature or circumstances of the crime; guilt, innocence or other characteristics of the individual; or the method used by 

the state to carry out the execution. The death penalty violates the right to life as proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: English, Persian  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 5 August 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Ahmadreza Djalali (he, him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5567/2022/en/ 

 

 

 

 First UA: 59/22 Index: MDE 13/5718/2022 Iran Date: 16 June 2022  

 

 URGENT ACTION  
 

FINGER AMPUTATION RISK FOR EIGHT PRISONERS 

 
At least eight prisoners in Greater Tehran Penitentiary, Tehran province, are at grave risk of having their finger-amputation sentences 

carried out imminently. At least three of the men were convicted based on torture-tainted “confessions” following grossly unfair trials. One 

of the three men, Hadi Rostami, was beaten by prison guards on 12 June and has since been forcibly disappeared.  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

I am gravely concerned that at least eight prisoners held in Greater Tehran Central Penitentiary, Tehran province, are at imminent risk of having 

their amputation sentences carried out. Since 8 June 2022, the authorities have made two attempts to transfer Hadi Rostami, Mehdi Sharfian, 

Mehdi Shahivand, Amir Shirmard, Morteza Jalili, Ebrahim Rafiei, Yaghoub Fazeli Koushki and an unidentified man to a prison with a guillotine 

machine to implement their sentences. On 8 June 2022, authorities told the men they would be transferred to Tehran’s Evin prison or Raja’i Shahr 

prison in Karaj, Alborz province, to have their sentences carried out; the transfer was postponed for unknown reasons. On 11 June 2022, 

authorities removed at least seven of the men from their wards and put them in a vehicle for transfer to another prison to implement their sentences, 

but the transfer was postponed at the last minute and the men were returned to their cells. According to informed sources, on 12 June 2022, prison 

guards broke Hadi Rostami’s nose during beatings in reprisal for him speaking out against their sentences, removed him from his prison cell and 

have refused to inform his family of his fate and whereabouts since, thereby subjecting him to enforced disappearance. Human rights activists in 

Iran have reported that a guillotine machine was recently installed in the medical clinic of Evin prison and used to amputate four fingers of a 

prisoner on 31 May 2022. Amputation as a form of punishment constitutes torture – a crime under international law.  

The eight men have been convicted of robbery. Hadi Rostami, 35, Mehdi Sharfian, 39, and Mehdi Shahivand, 26, were denied access to lawyers 

during the investigation phase of their cases and courts relied on torture-tainted “confessions” to convict them, despite the defendants retracting 

them during their trials. The judicial authorities failed to order any investigations into their torture allegations. According to their court verdicts, 

they are sentenced to “have four fingers on their right hands completely cut off so only the palm of their hands and thumbs are left”. In protest, on 

29 May 2022, Hadi Rostami and Mehdi Shahivand went on hunger strike, ending it on 2 June 2022 after authorities promised to grant them 

pardons. In February 2021, Hadi Rostami was flogged 60 times in prison after being convicted of “disrupting prison order” in reprisal for his 

earlier hunger strikes against his inhumane prison conditions and repeated threats that his amputation sentence would be implemented imminently. 

He has attempted suicide twice in prison, including by swallowing pieces of broken glass, resulting in serious health complications for which the 

authorities denied him adequate medical care.  

I urge you to immediately reveal the fate and whereabouts of Hadi Rostami and quash the convictions and amputation sentences of all eight 

men, granting them fair retrials without resorting to corporal punishments. I also urge you to ensure that their torture allegations are 

investigated and that anyone suspected of responsibility for ordering and/or carrying out acts of torture are brought to justice. More broadly, I 

urge the Iranian authorities to abolish all forms of corporal punishment in law and practice and to treat prisoners and detainees with human 

dignity.  

Yours sincerely, First UA: 59/22 Index: MDE 13/5718/2022 Iran Date: 16 June 2022  

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5567/2022/en/
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Hadi Rostami, Mehdi Sharfian and Mehdi Shahivand were sentenced on 19 November 2019 to having their fingers amputated, after Criminal Court 

1 in West Azerbaijan province found them guilty of breaking into the houses of four individuals and robbing safes containing gold and cash. Their 

trial was grossly unfair and relied on forced “confessions” which the men have said were obtained under torture while they were detained and 

interrogated, without access to their lawyers, in a detention centre run by the Investigation Unit of Iran’s Police (agahi). According to informed 

sources, the men were tortured through being beaten, kicked, flogged with a cable and hung from their wrists and feet during interrogations. The 

aforementioned sources added that Hadi Rostami’s hand was broken and interrogators removed Mehdi Shahivand’s trousers and threatened to rape 

him with a piece of wood if he refused to make “confessions” incriminating himself and his co-defendants. According to informed sources, 

interrogators forced Mehdi Sharfian and Mehdi Shahivand to “confess” to committing burglaries in which they had no involvement and to implicate 

Hadi Rostami in the same burglaries. In a letter written to the Head of the Judiciary on 20 September 2020, reviewed by Amnesty International, 

Hadi Rostami said that during the investigation phase of their case, interrogators punched, kicked and beat him with various instruments. He also 

said one of the interrogators demanded that he sign a blank piece of paper and that he did so only when he reached the point of physical and mental 

collapse. Prosecution authorities subsequently added, without his knowledge and consent, the details of his charges to the blank paper to make it 

appear as though he had accepted the charges.  

All three men retracted their “confessions” in court and told judges they were made under torture, but both the Criminal Court and the Supreme 

Court failed in their obligations to exclude the “confessions” as evidence and order investigations into their torture allegations. The verdict of the 

 

Supreme Court, reviewed by Amnesty International, briefly mentioned in a few general words that Hadi Rostami had complained about torture, but 

did not provide any further analysis.  

Hadi Rostami has made numerous official complaints to judicial bodies but has been ignored. In March 2021, while he was being held in Urumieh 

prison, he complained to a representative of the Head of the Judiciary in Iran, Ebrahim Raisi at the time, during his visit the prison; the 

representative gave him reassurances that his case would be resolved. Hadi Rostami has also raised his case directly with the current Head of the 

Judiciary Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei when he visited Ilam prison, Ilam province, while he was being held there, but to no avail.  

Previous plans by the Iranian authorities to carry out the amputation sentences against Hadi Rostami, Mehdi Sharfian and Mehdi Shahivand were 

halted in September 2020 after international pressure.  

Iran is legally obliged to prohibit and punish torture in all circumstances and without exception. Despite this, Iran’s Islamic Penal Code continues to 

provide for corporal judicial punishments amounting to torture, including amputation, flogging, blinding, crucifixion and stoning. According to 

Abdorrahman Boroumand Center for Human Rights in Iran, the Iranian courts have issued at least 356 sentences of amputation issued since 1979. 

The organization has also recorded the implementation of 192 amputation sentences since 1979, but the Abdorrahman Boroumand Center believes 

that the real number is much higher.  

Under international law, torture means any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person 

for such purposes as punishing them for an act that they have committed or are suspected of having committed, or intimidating them or a third 

person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind. The UN General Assembly has consistently condemned torture and other ill-treatment 

and has called on states to investigate and prosecute them. In 1975, it adopted a Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected 

to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, setting out the obligations of all states to investigate allegations of 

torture and prosecute those responsible, as well as provide redress to victims. Article 10 of the ICCPR also states that all persons deprived of their 

liberty must be treated “with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person”. 

  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 11 August 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Hadi Rostami, Mehdi Sharfian, Mehdi Shahivand, Amir Shirmard, Morteza Jalili, Ebrahim Rafiei, 

Yaghoub Fazeli Koushki, Unknown (all he,him) 

 

 

 

 Twelfth UA: 105/15 Index: MDE 13/5775/2022 Iran Date: 28 June 2022  

 

 URGENT ACTION  

 

TORTURED IRANIAN DEFENDER DENIED MEDICATION 
 

Arbitrarily detained Iranian human rights defender Narges Mohammadi is being tortured and otherwise ill-treated in Shahr-e Rey prison 

in Varamin, outside Tehran, including by being intentionally denied the specialized healthcare including the medication she requires in 

reprisal for her human rights work. She is a prisoner of conscience who must be immediately and unconditionally released.  

 

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

 

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei, 

  

Prosecution authorities on the instruction of Ministry of Intelligence agents are subjecting human rights defender Narges Mohammadi, 50, who is 

arbitrarily detained in Shahr-e Rey prison (also known as Gharchak) in the city of Varamin, Tehran province, to torture and other ill-treatment. 

They are deliberately denying her adequate healthcare in reprisal for her public campaigning against the use of solitary confinement in Iran’s 

prisons and for seeking accountability for hundreds of unlawful killings during the November 2019 nationwide protests. According to her husband, 

Narges Mohammadi was transferred to hospital outside of prison on 23 June 2022 after experiencing shortness of breath and an irregular 

heartbeat. At hospital, a specialist doctor said she required specific medications for serious health conditions related to her lungs and heart. Since 

her return to prison from hospital, Ministry of Intelligence agents, the associate prosecutor of the prison and prison officials, including from the 

protection and intelligence unit, have been denying Narges Mohammadi some of her required medication. The authorities previously withheld her  
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medications from 21 April to 11 May 2022. Narges Mohammadi reported that on 3 February 2022, following a heart attack, the prison doctor 

denied her adequate healthcare, while prosecution officials barred her transfer to hospital outside of prison for urgent healthcare, placing her life 

at risk. Only after Narges Mohammadi suffered a series of heart attacks on 16 February 2022, she was transferred to hospital, where she had 

emergency heart surgery. Against medical advice and before she recuperated, on 19 February 2022, authorities took her back to prison.  

Narges Mohammadi was convicted and sentenced to a total of 10 years and eight months in prison, 154 lashes and other sanctions in two separate 

cases stemming solely from her human rights work; and in late April 2022, prosecution authorities opened a new case. Narges Mohammadi’s latest 

imprisonment resumed on 21 April 2022, when Ministry of Intelligence agents arrested her while she out of prison on medical leave, which began 

on 22 February 2022, and sent her to Gharchak to continue serving her sentences. There, prison authorities are holding her in cruel and inhumane 

conditions. In recent weeks, prisoners in Gharchak have reported overflowing sewage resulting in filthiness and foul odours, putting prisoners at 

risk of disease and exacerbating the unsanitary conditions in the wards, washing and toilet facilities.  

I call on you to immediately and unconditionally release Narges Mohammadi as she is prisoner of conscience detained solely for her peaceful 

human rights activities, quash her unjust convictions and sentences, and drop any criminal proceedings against her in relation to the peaceful 

exercise of her human rights. Pending her release, she must be provided with adequate healthcare, including for treatment unavailable in 

prison, and with all the medication she requires. She must also be protected from further torture and other ill-treatment. A prompt, independent, 

effective and impartial investigation into her allegations of torture and other ill-treatment must be conducted, with a view of bringing those 

responsible to justice in fair trials.  

 

Yours sincerely, Twelfth UA: 105/15 Index: MDE 13/5775/2022 Iran Date: 28 June 2022  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

On 16 November 2021, Narges Mohammadi was violently arrested while attending a memorial ceremony in the city of Karaj, Alborz province, to 

mark the second anniversary of the death of Ebrahim Ketabdar, who was killed by Iranian security forces during nationwide protests in November 

2019. The day after her arrest, while held in solitary confinement in section 209 of Tehran’s Evin prison, which is under the control of the Ministry 

of Intelligence, the authorities informed her that she was to begin serving a prison sentence of two years and six months following a 2021 

conviction, and they also threatened to carry out her flogging sentence of 80 lashes imminently. She recounted being held in prolonged solitary 

confinement for 64 days in section 209, during which period Ministry of Intelligence agents subjected her to torture and other ill-treatment. She said 

Ministry of Intelligence agents kept bright lights on 24 hours a day; severely limited her access to fresh air and natural light to only thrice a week for 

20 minutes each time; and kept her in almost near total isolation without meaningful contact with other prisoners; she only saw the guards who took 

her to toilet or brought food – all this caused her severe distress and suffering, including shortness of breath. On 4 January 2022, while still in 

solitary confinement, Narges Mohammadi was taken before Branch 26 of the Revolutionary Court in Tehran to stand trial in a second case. This trial 

was grossly unfair: it lasted just five minutes and she revealed afterwards being denied access to a lawyer both before and during the trial. On 15 

January 2022, she was informed that the Court sentenced her to eight years and two months in prison; two years in internal “exile” in a city outside 

Tehran where she normally lives; a two-year ban on membership in political and social parties, groups or collectives; a two-year ban on engagement 

in online space, media and press; and 74 lashes. The January 2022 conviction and sentence are in addition to an earlier conviction by Branch 1177 of 

Criminal Court Two in Tehran, which, according to Narges Mohammadi’s Instagram post dated 24 May 2021, sentenced her to two years and six 

months in prison, 80 lashes and two fines on charges that included “spreading propaganda against the system”. She was convicted of “offences” 

stemming from her participation, during an earlier period of imprisonment, in a sit-in with other prisoners in the women’s ward of Evin prison 

between 21 and 24 December 2019 to protest unlawful killings during the November 2019 nationwide protests and making statements condemning 

the death penalty. She also spoke out against prison, male security and judicial officials subjecting her to torture and other ill-treatment, shortly after 

the peaceful sit-in, including through repeated beatings all over her body, roughly yanking her down a stairwell and throwing her against a wall. The 

office of the prosecutor in Tehran refused to process the complaint that Narges Mohammadi filed in late December 2019 in connection with these 

allegations of torture and other ill-treatment.  

Narges Mohammadi is being denied the ongoing healthcare she requires following heart attacks and subsequent heart surgery she had earlier 

in 2022, including monitoring of the inserted stent, medication, the specialized diet recommended by her doctors and maintaining low levels of 

stress. In addition to this, Narges Mohammadi has a pre-existing lung disease, which is characterized by breathing difficulties, and for which she 

must use an inhaler and regularly take anticoagulant medications that prevent the formation of blood clots in her lungs.  

On 19 January 2022, Narges Mohammadi was transferred from section 209 of Evin prison to Shahr-e Rey prison and placed in a ward with women 

convicted of serious violent crimes is in breach of both Iranian law and international standards, which require the authorities to keep prisoners 

convicted of non-violent offences separate from prisoners convicted of violent offences. In late May 2022 her lawyer reported that a prisoner 

threatened to kill Narges Mohammadi and another prisoner held for political reasons. These unsafe conditions have previously contributed to a 

deterioration in Narges Mohammadi’s mental well-being, particularly as she had reported receiving death threats by other prisoners in April and July 

2020.  

Narges Mohammadi was released from prison on 8 October 2020 after being unjustly imprisoned for over five years in a case also solely stemming 

from her human rights work. She reported that from the time of her release until her arbitrary arrest and detention on 16 November 2021, she 

received death threats from security forces and was arbitrarily arrested on at least five occasions and detained each time for periods reaching up to 

about a day. Each time, she was arrested while carrying out her peaceful human rights work, including supporting those who are unjustly detained 

by seeking to draw public attention to the human violations Iranian authorities subject them to and attending a gathering for the people of 

Afghanistan. On some of these occasions, Narges Mohammadi said that Ministry of Intelligence agents subjected her to torture and other ill-

treatment, including by roughly pulling her hair and repeatedly beating her all over her body.  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 23 August 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Narges Mohammadi (she/her)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5757/2022/en/ 

 

 

 

 Third UA: 7/22 Index: MDE 13/5819/2022 Iran Date: 6 July 2022  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5757/2022/en/
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URGENT ACTION  

 

SICK POLITICAL ACTIVIST HELD INCOMMUNICADO 

 
Iranian activist Abbas Vahedian has been detained incommunicado since 5 May 2022, when authorities in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad, 

Khorasan-e Razavi province, cut off his contact with the outside world. His incommunicado detention heightens longstanding concerns over 

his torture, including by denial of adequate medical care and enforced isolation. He is solely held for the peaceful exercise of his human 

rights and must be immediately and unconditionally released.  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union  

Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

Unjustly imprisoned political activist Abbas Vahedian has been subjected to incommunicado detention since 5 May 2022, when prosecution and 

prison authorities in Vakilabad prison in Mashhad, Khorasan-e Razavi province, cut off all his contact with the outside world. Since then, his family 

and lawyer have approached various judicial, prosecution and prison authorities, expressing concern over his fate and whereabouts and 

requesting visits and phone calls. In response, the authorities have simply said he is banned from visits and phone calls and they will contact his 

family and lawyer whenever the ban is lifted. On 19 June 2022, the head of the Intelligence and Protection Unit of Vakilabad prison told his 

distressed family that he is being punished for “disrupting prison order” through chanting slogans such as “Down with the Dictator” and speaking 

out against his unjust imprisonment and ongoing torture in prison.  

Before he was subjected to incommunicado detention, Abbas Vahedian was locked with another prisoner in a room in section 1(6) of Vakilabad 

prison in isolating conditions. He was banned from having contact with other prisoners and from family visits. He was only allowed to call his 

family daily for a few minutes in the presence of an official who prevented him from speaking freely. On 5 May 2022, the official terminated the call 

after about a minute when Abbas Vahedian began complaining about his torture in prison. His family has not heard from him since and have no 

confirmation about where he is being held, making his circumstances akin to enforced disappearance. The authorities have also tortured Abbas 

Vahedian by deliberately denying him adequate medical care since his arbitrary arrest on 1 September 2021, causing him severe pain and suffering. 

He has dental pain due to a worsening gum infection which has been left untreated. He developed chronic neck pain after Ministry of Intelligence 

agents held him in solitary confinement at an unmarked detention facility and forced him to sleep on the ground without a pillow and a mattress 

from 1 September 2021 to 6 March 2022. He has also been denied adequate treatment and medication for high blood pressure, high level of lipids in 

his blood, chest pain, and a skin condition which has resulted in cuts and abrasions on his knees. He was sentenced to 21 years in prison in late 

2021 solely for his peaceful activism for a democratic secular Iran.  

I urge you to immediately end his incommunicado detention and grant him access to phone calls and visits with his family and lawyers. I further 

urge you to release him immediately and unconditionally, as he is held solely for the peaceful exercise of his human rights to freedom of 

expression and association. Pending his release, I urge you to provide him with any specialised medical care he requires outside prison, and 

protected from further enforced disappearance, incommunicado detention, torture and other ill-treatment, including through solitary 

confinement, enforced isolation, and denial of medical care.  

Yours sincerely, Third UA: 7/22 Index: MDE 13/5819/2022 Iran Date: 6 July 2022  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Following So’ada Khadirzadeh’s arbitrary arrest, when she was about six weeks pregnant, on 14 October 2021, she was subjected to an enforced 

disappearance for 25 days whereby her family was denied information about her fate and whereabouts until she was transferred to Urumieh prison 

on 8 November 2021. In December 2021, prison doctors issued a medical note confirming she required specialized medical care outside of prison, 

but prosecution authorities, together with Ministry of Intelligence agents, barred her access to such healthcare. On 26 April 2022, So’ada 

Khadirzadeh began a 12-day hunger strike in protest at her continued detention and being denied the specialized health care she required. During 

this time, she also refused all medication. In a leaked audio message recorded inside the prison and made public on 27 April 2022 during her hunger 

strike, So’ada Khadirzadeh recounted that Ministry of Intelligence agents forcibly disappeared her following her arrest and subjected her to intense 

interrogations, verbally abused her and “even made immoral suggestions to me”. In the same audio message, she also referred to herself as being 

held “hostage”, alluding to Ministry of Intelligence agents holding her to compel her husband to return to Iran. So’ada Khadirzadeh subsequently 

agreed to stop her hunger strike after prison officials said they would release her on bail, though this never took place. According to an informed 

source, doctors from the Legal Medical Organization of Iran, a state forensic body, examined So’ada Khadirzadeh after her hunger-strike and held 

that she should not remain jailed during the remaining period of pregnancy. Their medical advice was dismissed. In early June 2022, authorities set 

her bail to over thirty billion rials (GBP£70,000), which neither she nor her family could afford. Since giving birth, she has relied on other prisoners 

in the ward to help care and nurse her child. Prison officials failed to provide adequate accommodation to So’ada Khadirzadeh and her child, 

prompting another prisoner to volunteer her bed, which was more suited for mother and newborn. So’ada Khadirzadeh’s is also being denied 

nutrient food, including for nursing her child, and has not been permitted to accompany her child to health examinations outside of prison. Rule 48 

for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the Bangkok Rules), states that pregnant or 

breastfeeding women prisoners must be provided with an adequate diet organized and monitored by a qualified health practitioner, and a healthy 

environment for both mother and child.  

State-affiliated media referred to a man killed in early October 2021as a “martyr” and claimed the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran, an armed 

Kurdish opposition group, was responsible. Human rights activists abroad identified him as a Ministry of Intelligence agent in Piranshahr.  

Amnesty International has documented a pattern of systematic fair trial rights violations in Iran, beginning from the time of arrest right up until 

when defendants stand trial. Detainees are often arrested without warrants and held in prolonged solitary confinement in undisclosed locations 

without access to their families. Individuals detained, investigated and prosecuted, especially those arrested on politically motivated charges, are 

subjected to grossly unfair judicial proceedings. Prosecution authorities and interrogators belonging to security and intelligence bodies, including the 

Ministry of Intelligence, systematically deny detainees their right to access a lawyer from the time of arrest during the investigation phase, and at 

times, even beyond. Torture and other ill-treatment are widespread and systematic, especially during interrogations. Prison and prosecution  
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authorities have also deliberately denied prisoners of conscience and other prisoners held for politically motivated reasons access to adequate health 

care, in many cases as an intentional act of cruelty intended to intimidate and punish them.  

Ethnic minorities, including Ahwazi Arabs, Azerbaijani Turks, Baluchis, Kurds and Turkmen face entrenched discrimination in Iran which curtails 

their access to education, employment, adequate housing and political office. Despite ongoing calls for linguistic diversity, Persian is the sole 

language of instruction in primary and secondary education. The Iranian authorities also refuse to cease and provide accountability for the unlawful 

killing of scores of unarmed Kurdish cross-border couriers (kulbars) between the Kurdistan regions of Iran and Iraq.  

Under international law, detention pending trial is a preventive measure aimed at averting further harm or obstruction of justice, rather than a 

punishment. It must not be used for improper purposes or constitute an abuse of power and must not last any longer than is necessary with ongoing 

examinations into the continued necessity of keeping an individual in detention. Additionally, under Rule 64 of the Bangkok Rules, non-custodial 

sentences are preferred for pregnant women and women with dependent children.  

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 1 September 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: So’ada Khadirzadeh (her, she) 

 

 

Third UA: 41/21 Index: MDE 13/5909/2022 Iran Date: 1 August 2022  

 URGENT ACTION  

 

TORTURED GERMAN-IRANIAN FACING DEATH SENTENCE 
 

Iranian authorities have forcibly disappeared and are torturing Jamshid Sharmahd, a 67-year-old German-Iranian political dissident who 

is at risk of being sentenced to death for “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz) following a grossly unfair trial. He has been arbitrarily 

detained and held in solitary confinement since July 2020, but authorities refuse to reveal his location to his family.  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union  

Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15, 1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

German-Iranian political dissident Jamshid Sharmahd, aged 67, is forcibly disappeared and at risk of being sentenced to death following a grossly 

unfair trial before Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court of Tehran if convicted of “corruption on earth” (efsad-e fel-arz). Throughout the trial 

proceedings, which concluded on 26 July 2022, he was denied access to an independent lawyer of his own choosing and the right to defend himself. 

His government-appointed lawyer told his family on 2 July 2022 that there was “no point” to him objecting against the Revolutionary Court 

admitting Jamshid Sharmahd’s forced “confessions” as evidence. Prior to this, on 9 May 2021, the government-appointed lawyer said that without 

payment of US$250,000 from the family, he would not defend Jamshid Sharmahd in court and would only “sit there [in court]”. Following Jamshid 

Sharmahd’s abduction in late July 2020 and arbitrary detention, Iranian state television aired propaganda videos showing him “confessing” to 

having a role in an April 2008 explosion in Shiraz, Fars province, in which 14 people were killed according to Iranian state media, thus violating 

his right to the presumption of innocence, not to self-incriminate and violating his right to be protected from torture and other ill-treatment. The 

charge of “corruption on earth”, which is in connection with Jamshid Sharmahd’s involvement in the Kingdom Assembly of Iran, an opposition 

collective that advocates for an end to the Islamic Republic system, is not clearly defined in law, and as such contravenes the principle of legality. 

He has repeatedly denied these accusations, including during trial.  

Jamshid Sharmahd has been forcibly disappeared for about 21 months, with the authorities continuing to refuse to reveal the location of his 

detention to his family. Since late September 2021 he has only been permitted two brief phone calls to his family –on 23 March 2022 and on 19 June 

2022. During these brief phone calls in the presence of security agents, Jamshid Sharmahd revealed that he is being tortured and otherwise ill-

treated, including by being held in prolonged solitary confinement since his abduction in July 2020, denied all contact with other prisoners, forced 

to sleep on the floor in a small room, where he is unable to take even a few steps or distinguish between daytime and night-time. Authorities are also 

denying him adequate healthcare, including dental care, and are routinely delaying his access to medications required for his Parkinson’s disease, 

resulting in severe body aches and difficulty breathing.  

I urge you to immediately reveal Jamshid Sharmahd’s fate and whereabouts and, in light of his arbitrary detention, I call on you to immediately 

release him. Pending his release, ensure that he is given regular access to family, adequate medical care, including dental care, a lawyer of his 

choosing and consular assistance from the German authorities. He must also be protected from further torture and other ill-treatment. A 

prompt, independent, effective and impartial investigation into his allegations of torture and other ill-treatment must be conducted, with a view 

of bringing those responsible to justice in fair trials.  

Yours sincerely, Third UA: 41/21 Index: MDE 13/5909/2022 Iran Date: 1 August 2022  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Following his arbitrary arrest on 1 September 2021, Abbas Vahedian was held for more than six months in solitary confinement nearly 24 hours a 

day in an informal, unmarked Ministry of Intelligence detention facility in Mashhad. During this period, he was denied access to fresh air and 

natural light and held in a windowless cell where bright lamps were kept on 24 hours a day, causing him sleep deprivation and distress. Every few 

days, he was taken to a hallway for a short walk while blindfolded. He was also denied adequate healthcare, bedding, warm clothing, and regular 

family visits. Ministry of Intelligence agents told him that for his detention conditions to improve, he must denounce his political activities in 

writing and reveal the password to his phone. On 6 March 2022, the authorities transferred him to Vakilabad prison in Mashhad and locked him 

there in a room where prisoners are held in isolation. For a month, the authorities forced him to share the room with five or six other prisoners who 

were charged with or convicted of robbery and murder and had records of assault and self-harm. For example, Abbas Vahedian reported that one of 

the prisoners had dozens of self-inflicted stab injuries on his body and regularly burned himself with a heated spoon in prison. These conditions  
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caused Abbas Vahedian mental anguish and sparked fears about his safety. On 4 April 2022, after his family and lawyer publicly spoke out, the 

authorities removed the abovementioned prisoners from the room and placed a prisoner also held for politically motivated reasons next to him.  

Throughout his imprisonment period, intelligence agents and prison officials have repeatedly withheld the medication that Abbas Vahedian needs 

for various health problems, including high blood pressure, high levels of lipid in his blood, lung complications and a skin condition, and on many 

occasions, when he has complained of pain, they have simply given him painkillers. Abbas Vahedian’s family understands that the authorities have 

also failed to vaccinate him against Covid-19. This is while he has a history of lung complications including breathing difficulties and a persistent 

cough and is at increased risk of severe illness if he contracts Covid-19 in prison. Abbas Vahedian also suffers from gum disease, which emerged 

during his previous 11-month imprisonment in 2019 and 2020 as a result of medical neglect of the open wounds he sustained in his mouth during 

arrest. In December 2021, after repeated follow-ups by his family, he was transferred to a dental clinic outside prison and two of his teeth were 

pulled out. No adequate pain relief or further care were provided, despite warnings by his dentist that he would risk worsening gum infections and 

tooth loss without long-term routine dental treatment.  

On 26 February 2022, Abbas Vahedian was transferred, while semi-conscious, to a hospital in Mashhad and admitted to a department specializing in 

drug toxicity. The authorities refused to provide his family with any information about the causes and circumstances leading to his partial loss of 

consciousness and hospitalization. According to an informed source, he said at the hospital that his health deteriorated after the authorities put 

unknown drugs in his food. On 28 February 2022, his family learned from hospital staff that he had been forcibly discharged against medical advice 

and while still disoriented. The authorities held him incommunicado for 48 hours and refused to provide his family with any information about his 

fate or whereabouts until his relatives spoke out publicly. In a brief phone call granted on 2 March 2022, he told his family that he had been returned 

to the informal, unmarked Ministry of Intelligence detention facility in Mashhad where he had been held in solitary confinement since 1 September 

2021. He confirmed to his family that he had fainted after eating tainted food. He also said that three nights before his latest hospitalization, that is, 

on 24 February 2022, he had also been brought to hospital with dangerously high blood pressure. The authorities interrupted his treatment on that 

occasion as well and returned him to prison against medical advice  

Abbas Vahedian has been sentenced to a total of 21 years in prison on spurious “national security” charges solely stemming from his peaceful 

political activism. This consists of an 11-year prison sentence imposed in December 2021 for his peaceful work with political groups, which call for 

the formation of a secular democratic system in Iran, and a 10-year prison sentence imposed in October 2021 for authoring and co-signing an open 

letter, published in June 2019, which called for the resignation of Iran’s Supreme Leader and a fundamental change to the country’s constitution. In 

both cases, he was suddenly taken, without prior notice and information about the nature of charges against him, from detention to the Revolutionary 

Court of Mashhad, and told by judges whom he has described as aggressive and biased that he was on trial for acting against “national security”. In 

both instances, he responded that due to the serious legal breaches committed, he did not recognize the legitimacy of the court hearings and insisted 

that his lawyer be present. In both cases, the presiding judges ended the hearings within minutes and refused to reconvene. He was only allowed to 

meet his lawyer once in late December 2021 after his second verdict was issued.  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 31 August 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Abbas Vahedian (he/him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5301/2022/en/ 

 

 

 First UA: 65/22 Index: MDE 13/5827/2022 Iran Date: 7 July 2022  

 URGENT ACTION  

 

MOTHER WITH BABY DENIED PROPER CARE IN JAIL 
 

Prosecution authorities and Ministry of Intelligence agents are denying arbitrarily detained Kurdish Iranian woman So’ada Khadirzadeh 

postnatal and post-surgical care after she gave birth on 20 June 2022 in hospital through a caesarean section operation. She is also denied 

adequate healthcare for her kidney and heart conditions, and back pain. Hours after the delivery, authorities transferred her and her 

newborn to Urumieh prison, West Azerbaijan province, where she has been denied access to her lawyer since her arrest on 14 October 

2021. 

  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

 

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15  

1050 Bruxelles, Belgium  

 

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

 

Authorities are denying arbitrarily detained Iranian Kurdish woman So’ada Khadirzadeh, 32, postnatal and post-surgical care, as well as 

treatment for her serious kidney and heart conditions, and lower back pain in Urumieh prison, West Azerbaijan province. Throughout her 

pregnancy and while Covid-19 was rampant in prisons in Iran, prosecution authorities and Ministry of Intelligence agents repeatedly denied her 

access to the specialized health care she required. According to an informed source, authorities ignored medical advice for her to be under close 

medical observation during her last month of pregnancy. On 20 June 2022, So’ada Khadirzadeh was transferred from Urumieh prison to hospital, 

where Ministry of Intelligence agents kept her hands and feet shackled to the bed while she was in active labour, in violation to the absolute 

prohibition of torture and other ill-treatment. The shackles were removed after medical staff protested. Her child was born following a caesarean 

operation, but authorities transferred her and her newborn back to Urumieh prison on the same day, against medical advice.  

In a leaked audio message recorded inside prison in late April 2022, So’ada Khadirzadeh stated that following her 14 October 2021 arbitrary 

arrest by Ministry of Intelligence agents in Piranshahr, West Azerbaijan province, she was held for 25 days in a Ministry of Intelligence detention 

centre. There, agents subjected her to intense interrogations, which included verbal abuse of a sexual nature, to compel her to “confess” to helping 

her husband, who left Iran a day prior to her arrest and who they said was wanted. She was then transferred to Urumieh prison, where she has been 

denied access to a lawyer. She was held without charge until prosecution officials indicted her around March 2022 for “membership of a group 

with the purpose of disrupting national security” in apparent reference to the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran and being accessory to murder, all  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5301/2022/en/


 

 
 

 

 

  Page 51          No. 165            15th August 2022 

of which So’ada Khadirzadeh denies. She was arrested in the days after the reported killing of a man in Piranshahr identified by human rights 

activists abroad as a Ministry of Intelligence agent. A first court hearing before a criminal court is scheduled for 24 August 2022.  

I urge you to release So’ada Khadirzadeh, whose detention is arbitrary on the basis of the non-observance of international norms relating to the 

right to a fair trial and as it stems from her family affiliation, and who as a nursing mother with pre-existing health conditions is at heightened 

risk of severe illness and health complications. Pending her release, I urge you to immediately provide her and her newborn with the medical 

care they require, including at facility outside of prison, as well as access to her lawyer and visits with her family. I also urge you to ensure that 

mother and newborn are provided with nutritious food and formula as well as a healthy environment.  

Yours sincerely, First UA: 65/22 Index: MDE 13/5827/2022 Iran Date: 7 July 2022  

 

about his fate or whereabouts until his relatives spoke out publicly. In a brief phone call granted on 2 March 2022, he told his family that he had 

been returned to the informal, unmarked Ministry of Intelligence detention facility in Mashhad where he had been held in solitary confinement  

since 1 September 2021. He confirmed to his family that he had fainted after eating tainted food. He also said that three nights before his latest 

hospitalization, that is, on 24 February 2022, he had also been brought to hospital with dangerously high blood pressure. The authorities interrupted 

his treatment on that occasion as well and returned him to prison against medical advice Abbas Vahedian has been sentenced to a total of 21 years in 

prison on spurious “national security” charges solely stemming from his peaceful political activism. This consists of an 11-year prison sentence 

imposed in December 2021 for his peaceful work with political groups, which call for the formation of a secular democratic system in Iran, and a 

10-year prison sentence imposed in October 2021 for authoring and co-signing an open letter, published in June 2019, which called for the 

resignation of Iran’s Supreme Leader and a fundamental change to the country’s constitution. In both cases, he was suddenly taken, without prior 

notice and information about the nature of charges against him, from detention to the Revolutionary Court of Mashhad, and told by judges whom he 

has described as aggressive and biased that he was on trial for acting against “national security”. In both instances, he responded that due to the 

serious legal breaches committed, he did not recognize the legitimacy of the court hearings and insisted that his lawyer be present. In both cases, the 

presiding judges ended the hearings within minutes and refused to reconvene. He was only allowed to meet his lawyer once in late December 2021 

after his second verdict was issued.  

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 31 August 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Abbas Vahedian (he/him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5301/2022/en/ 

 

 

 First UA: 65/22 Index: MDE 13/5827/2022 Iran Date: 7 July 2022  

 URGENT ACTION  

MOTHER WITH BABY DENIED PROPER CARE IN JAIL 
 

Prosecution authorities and Ministry of Intelligence agents are denying arbitrarily detained Kurdish Iranian woman So’ada Khadirzadeh 

postnatal and post-surgical care after she gave birth on 20 June 2022 in hospital through a caesarean section operation. She is also denied 

adequate healthcare for her kidney and heart conditions, and back pain. Hours after the delivery, authorities transferred her and her 

newborn to Urumieh prison, West Azerbaijan province, where she has been denied access to her lawyer since her arrest on 14 October 

2021.  

TAKE ACTION: WRITE AN APPEAL IN YOUR OWN WORDS OR USE THIS MODEL LETTER  

Head of judiciary, Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei  

c/o Embassy of Iran to the European Union, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt No. 15  

1050 Bruxelles, Belgium 

 

Dear Mr Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei,  

 

Authorities are denying arbitrarily detained Iranian Kurdish woman So’ada Khadirzadeh, 32, postnatal and post-surgical care, as well as 

treatment for her serious kidney and heart conditions, and lower back pain in Urumieh prison, West Azerbaijan province. Throughout her 

pregnancy and while Covid-19 was rampant in prisons in Iran, prosecution authorities and Ministry of Intelligence agents repeatedly denied her 

access to the specialized health care she required. According to an informed source, authorities ignored medical advice for her to be under close 

medical observation during her last month of pregnancy. On 20 June 2022, So’ada Khadirzadeh was transferred from Urumieh prison to hospital, 

where Ministry of Intelligence agents kept her hands and feet shackled to the bed while she was in active labour, in violation to the absolute 

prohibition of torture and other ill-treatment. The shackles were removed after medical staff protested. Her child was born following a caesarean 

operation, but authorities transferred her and her newborn back to Urumieh prison on the same day, against medical advice.  

In a leaked audio message recorded inside prison in late April 2022, So’ada Khadirzadeh stated that following her 14 October 2021 arbitrary 

arrest by Ministry of Intelligence agents in Piranshahr, West Azerbaijan province, she was held for 25 days in a Ministry of Intelligence detention 

centre. There, agents subjected her to intense interrogations, which included verbal abuse of a sexual nature, to compel her to “confess” to helping 

her husband, who left Iran a day prior to her arrest and who they said was wanted. She was then transferred to Urumieh prison, where she has been 

denied access to a lawyer. She was held without charge until prosecution officials indicted her around March 2022 for “membership of a group 

with the purpose of disrupting national security” in apparent reference to the Kurdish Democratic Party of Iran and being accessory to murder, all 

of which So’ada Khadirzadeh denies. She was arrested in the days after the reported killing of a man in Piranshahr identified by human rights 

activists abroad as a Ministry of Intelligence agent. A first court hearing before a criminal court is scheduled for 24 August 2022.  

I urge you to release So’ada Khadirzadeh, whose detention is arbitrary on the basis of the non-observance of international norms relating to the 

right to a fair trial and as it stems from her family affiliation, and who as a nursing mother with pre-existing health conditions is at heightened 

risk of severe illness and health complications. Pending her release, I urge you to immediately provide her and her newborn with the medical 

care they require, including at facility outside of prison, as well as access to her lawyer and visits with her family. I also urge you to ensure that 

mother and newborn are provided with nutritious food and formula as well as a healthy environment.  

Yours sincerely, First UA: 65/22 Index: MDE 13/5827/2022 Iran Date: 7 July 2022  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5301/2022/en/
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

Jamshid Sharmahd, a resident of the USA and a journalist, created a website, Tondar, for the Kingdom Assembly of Iran (also known as Anjoman-e 

Padeshahi-ye Iran), where content could be posted anonymously, and which he read out in radio and video broadcasts. The website included 

statements from the Kingdom Assembly of Iran claiming responsibility for explosions inside Iran. Jamshid Sharmahd has denied his involvement in 

the violent acts attributed to him by the authorities, including by rejecting all accusations during trial. Amnesty International is concerned that 

Jamshid Sharmahd is at risk of the death penalty as two men, Mohammad Reza Ali Zamani and Arash Rahmanipour, were executed in Iran in 

January 2010 after being convicted in grossly unfair trials of “enmity against God” (moharebeh) in relation to their real or perceived affiliation with 

the Kingdom Assembly of Iran.  

On 1 August 2020, the Ministry of Intelligence announced in a statement that its secret agents, referred to as the “unknown soldiers of Imam 

Zaman” had arrested Jamshid Sharmahd following a “complex operation” without providing further details. The same day, Iran’s Minister of 

Intelligence, Mahmoud Alavi, stated that Jamshid Sharmahd was “heavily supported by the intelligence services of the USA and Israel” and that he 

had been “led” into Iran through “complex operations” and taken into the custody of the Ministry of Intelligence. This was widely understood to  

have meant that he was abducted by Iran’s intelligence agents from abroad – Jamshid Sharmahd had been in the UAE – and forcibly taken to Iran. 

Jamshid Sharmahd’s forced “confessions” were aired on Iranian state television on multiple occasions prior to his trial. In one propaganda video, 

released in January 2021, his “confessions” were interspersed with clips of his broadcasts for the Kingdom Assembly of Iran, with him identified by 

the narrator as the group’s leader and a “terrorist”. Following his abduction and arbitrary detention, his family in the USA reports that Ministry of 

Intelligence agents pressured them to prepare forced “confessions” on Jamshid Sharmahd’s home computer, which they refused. Following his 

abduction, Ministry of Intelligence agents told Jamshid Sharmahd that he was held in Tehran’s Evin prison, but by late 2020 he told his family he 

was no longer there without being permitted to say more about his location. During a 23 March 2021 phone call, Jamshid Sharmahd said he had lost 

nearly 20kg and that only two of his teeth remained intact without being able elaborate further, adding that he was only able to eat by using his gums 

to try to chew food.  

Since 2019, Amnesty International has documented two other cases involving the abduction of dissidents based abroad by Iran’s security and 

intelligence agents and their forcible return to Iran. Dissident journalist Rouhollah Zam was abducted during a visit to Iraq in October 2019 by the 

Revolutionary Guards, apparently with the assistance of Iraqi intelligence authorities, and forcibly returned to Iran. He was executed in December 

2020 following a grossly unfair trial. Habib Chaab, an Iranian-Swedish dual national, currently detained in Iran, was abducted in Turkey in October 

2020, and removed to Iran through what the Iranian authorities called “specialist and combined actions”. Turkish authorities wrote in a January 2021 

reply to a communication from several UN Special Rapporteurs that he was “illegally smuggled to Iran the day after his arrival in Turkey.” Habib 

Chaab is currently at risk of being sentenced to death.  

While every government has a duty to bring to justice those suspected of criminal responsibility for criminal acts, anyone arrested or detained on a 

criminal charge, including those related to “terrorism”, must be treated in full compliance with Iran’s human rights obligations, including to 

guarantee the right to a fair trial and ensuring international fair trial standards are respected. These further include the rights to choose one’s own 

lawyer; to access effective legal assistance from the time of arrest and throughout the pre-trial, trial and appeal proceedings; to be brought promptly 

before a judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power; to challenge the lawfulness of detention before an independent, 

impartial tribunal; to be presumed innocent; to remain silent and not to be compelled incriminate oneself or to confess guilt; to obtain full access to 

relevant evidence; to not be detained on vague charges; to examine and cross-examine witnesses; to receive a fair, public hearing before a 

competent, independent and impartial tribunal; and to be provided with a public, reasoned judgement. The imposition of the death penalty following 

an unfair trial constitutes an arbitrary deprivation of the right to life and executions of individuals sentenced to death by Revolutionary Courts 

following unfair trials that violate international human rights law, may also amount to extrajudicial executions, a crime under international law. 

Amnesty International has documented a pattern of systematic violations of the rights to a fair trial in Iran from the time of arrest and throughout the 

investigation, trial and appeal proceedings. Courts routinely ignore allegations of torture and other ill-treatment, without ordering an investigation, 

and rely on torture-tainted “confessions” to issue convictions and sentences, including in death penalty cases. 

  

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 26 September 2022  

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Jamshid Sharmahd (he/him)  

LINK TO PREVIOUS UA: https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5318/2022/en/ 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
Following Ebrahim Babaei’s disappearance, smugglers initially told his family that he was in the Turkish city of Van but then, several days later, 

claimed that he had died in the home of one of the smugglers near Van and that his body was in the custody of the Turkish police who transferred 

it to a hospital where an autopsy was performed. The smugglers’ final explanation to his daughter Shima Babaei was that he had died in the remote 

Turkish village of Ozalp, which is around 10 miles from the border with Iran, and that she should go to Ozalp to collect his body. According to the 

family’s lawyer in Turkey, who followed up with the Turkish authorities to verify these claims, including morgues, hospitals and the security 

police in Van, the city council and police in Ozalp, as well as Turkish border guards, the Turkish authorities confirmed that they had not received a 

body matching Ebrahim Babaei’s description during this time period. The Turkish authorities also told the family’s lawyer that, based on their 

investigations, Ebrahim Babaei never entered Turkey.  

In previous years, Ebrahim Babaei was subjected to years of arbitrary arrest and detention, unfair trial, and torture and other ill-treatment in Iran 

because of the peaceful exercise of his human rights, including political activism and publicly supporting Shima Babaei’s campaign against Iran’s 

abusive compulsory veiling laws before she fled Iran in 2018. Ebrahim Babaei was first arrested in Sari, Mazandaran province, on 2 February 1984 

and spent 16 months in Sari prison after being convicted of spurious national security-related charges stemming from reading “anti-Islamic 

Republic” leaflets and being in possession of banned books. Over the following two decades, the authorities summoned him for interrogations on 

numerous occasions in relation to his political activism and detained him for several hours each time.  

 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/5318/2022/en/
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Ebrahim Babaei was rearrested on 7 February 2010 in connection with his peaceful participation in protests that took place in December 2009. He 

was held in a “safe house” for several days before being transferred to Tehran’s Evin prison, where he was held in prolonged solitary confinement 

for around four months and was moved between sections 209, 240 and the general ward. His health declined in detention as he was denied the 

adequate medical care he needed, including for a chronic leg injury sustained during his conscripted military service in the Iran-Iraq war. He was 

unable to walk unassisted without a walking aid and help from other prisoners. He was released on bail around December 2010. Shortly before his 

release on bail, he was put on trial before a Revolutionary Court in Tehran for charges related to his peaceful participation in the protests in 

December 2009. In 2011, while he was still out of prison on bail, he was sentenced to five years, nine months and one day in prison and 74 lashes 

on charges of “gathering and colluding to commit crimes against national security”, “spreading propaganda against the system” and “disturbing 

public opinion”. He was rearrested in October 2011 to begin serving his sentence. He spent part of his prison sentence in “internal exile” in Raja’i 

Shahr prison in Karaj, Alborz province and the rest of his sentence in Evin prison. His flogging sentence of 74 lashes was carried out on 13 August 

2013 in Evin prison. He was released in September 2013 after being granted a pardon in light of his medical conditions.  

While held in Raja’i Shahr prison, he found out that the authorities had opened another case against him, without his knowledge, and had 

sentenced him in absentia, to a five-year suspended sentence in relation to peaceful acts in prison, including joining other prisoners jailed for 

political reasons in group hunger strikes and writing joint statements about prison conditions. He was also sentenced to 74 lashes in a separate case 

in September 2018 in relation to his support of Shima Babaei. In the months before he attempted to flee Iran, Ebrahim Babaei lived in hiding and 

feared that the authorities were seeking to locate and arrest him and carry out his pending sentences.  

Enforced disappearance is a crime under international law that occurs when someone has been arrested, detained or abducted by state agents, or 

people acting with their authorization, support or acquiescence, followed by the refusal to acknowledge this or conceal the person’s fate or 

whereabouts, placing them outside the protection of the law. Unofficial secret detention places in Iran fall completely outside the protection of the 

law and facilitate enforced disappearance and other crimes and human rights violations including torture and other ill-treatment. They are often 

houses or apartment buildings that are unlawfully repurposed by intelligence and security bodies, most often by the Ministry of Intelligence or the 

intelligence unit of the Revolutionary Guards, to keep individuals in custody. Such decret detention places are not registered under the Prisons 

Organization and detainees and their relatives never find out the exact location in which they were held. Security and intelligence officials 

colloquially refer to them as “safe houses” (khanehay-e amn). The detention of individuals in such facilities has been enabled by a flawed legal 

framework that fails to establish proper oversight over all prisons and detention centres and ensure that authorities responsible for human rights 

violations are held to account.  

 

PREFERRED LANGUAGE TO ADDRESS TARGET: Persian, English  

You can also write in your own language.  

 

PLEASE TAKE ACTION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE UNTIL: 28 June 2022  

 

Please check with the Amnesty office in your country if you wish to send appeals after the deadline.  

NAME AND PREFFERED PRONOUN: Ebrahim Babaei (he; him) 
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The International 

                 By: Eugène Pottier 

Arise ye workers from your slumbers 

Arise ye prisoners of want 

For reason in revolt now thunders 

And at last ends the age of cant. 

Away with all your superstitions 

Servile masses arise, arise 

We’ll change henceforth the old tradition 

And spurn the dust to win the prize. 

Refrain: 

So comrades, come rally 

And the last fight let us face 

The International unites the human race. 

No more deluded by reaction 

On tyrants only we’ll make war 

The soldiers too will take strike action 

They’ll break ranks and fight no more 

And if those cannibals keep trying 

To sacrifice us to their pride 

They soon shall hear the bullets flying 

We’ll shoot the generals on our own side. 

No saviour from on high delivers 

No faith have we in prince or peer 

Our own right hand the chains must shiver 

Chains of hatred, greed and fear 

E’er the thieves will out with their booty 

And give to all a happier lot. 

Each at the forge must do their duty 

       and we’ll strike while the iron is hot         



 

 

 


